Spring 2015
LALS 680: Issues Iin Latin American

and Latino Studies

The Politics of Race In Latin America
W 5:30-8:15pm

Race has been a significant element in the construction of
Latin American and Caribbean national identities. The way
Latin Americans perceive themselves today is deeply
rooted in the definitions of race developed to ensure the
creation of unified nations after the independence
movements. This course examines the discourses of
mulatez and mestizaje as well as the efforts to highlight
Latin American racial diversity through the study of cultural
artifacts such as paintings, novels and essays and the
historical-political context in which they were produced.

Dr. Brenda Ortiz-Loyola is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Classical and Modern Languages and the
Latin American and Latino Studies Program. She earned her
doctoral degree with a concentration in Hispanic Caribbean
literature and culture in 2013. Before joining the University of
Louisville, Dr. Ortiz-Loyola was a Visiting Professor at Loyola
University, Maryland. Her current research examines the
interrelationship among race, gender and identity. She

¥ enjoys watching foreign cinema and dancing.

For more information about this course, contact
Dr. Brenda Ortiz-Loyola at brenda.ortizloyola@louisville.edu.

For more information about the Latin American and Latino Studies
Program, contact Dr. Rhonda Buchanan at
rhondabuchanan@Iouisville.edu or visit the LALS website:
http://louisville.edu/latinamericanstudies.
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