
University of Louisville  
Latin American and Latino Studies  

Presents 
  

"Ritos y mañas en la novela caribeña"  
 

by  

Dr. Carmen L. Montañez  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Carmen L. Montañez is a professor of Spanish at Indiana 
State University. She received a degree in law at the 
Universidad Interamericana de Puerto Rico, an M.A. 
degree in Spanish at the University of Louisville, and a 
Doctorate in Spanish at the University of Kentucky. In 
1998 she published Subversión y creatividad, a critical 
study on the Puerto Rican short story. Her collection of 
short stories De El Fanguito a la loza was published in 
2001, and in 2006 she published her first novel, Pelo 
bueno, pelo malo, which received an Honorary Mention by 
the Pen Club of Puerto Rico.  
 
 Professor Montañez will discuss rituals in the works of 
Caribbean writers, including texts by Cristina García, 
Ana Lydia Vega, Luis Rafael Sánchez, among others. 
Since pre-Columbian times, rituals have formed part 
of the lives of indigenous people, and continue to have 
symbolic value today. Rituals are performed for 
diverse reasons, such as to assure good harvests, better 
relationships, and good luck. In addition, Dr. 
Montañez will discuss her latest novel, Pelo bueno, 
pelo malo. 
 

 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008  
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Humanities 202   

 
 

Lecture will be in Spanish. Free and Open to Public.  
 

For more information, please contact: Dr. Rhonda Buchanan,  
Director of Latin American and Latino Studies, at 502-852-2034  

or rhondabuchanan@louisville.edu  


