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Gustavo Pérez Firmat was born in Havana, Cuba and 
raised in Miami, Florida. He earned his Ph.D. in 
Comparative Literature from the University of 
Michigan, and  taught at Duke University from 1979 to 
1999, where he was named the Duke University 
Scholar/Teacher of the Year in 1995.  He is currently 
the David Feinson Professor of Humanities at Columbia 
University. In 1997 Newsweek included him among 
"100 Americans to watch for the next century" and 
Hispanic Business Magazine selected him as one of the 
"100 most influential Hispanics."  
  
A poet, fiction writer, and scholar, he is the author of 
numerous books, essays, and reviews.  His books of 
literary and cultural criticism include: Idle Fictions, 
Literature and Liminality, The Cuban Condition, Do the 
Americas Have a Common Literature?, Life on the 
Hyphen, Vidas en vilo, My Own Private Cuba, and 
Cincuenta lecciones de exilio y desexilio.  He has also 
published three collections of poetry in English and 
Spanish: Carolina Cuban, Equivocaciones, and 
Bilingual Blues; a novel, Anything But Love; and a 
memoir, Next Year In Cuba; El año que viene estamos 
en Cuba (Spanish version). Visit the  author’s website at 
www.gustavoperezfirmat.com   

 
The reception following the lecture is sponsored by Bellarmine University’s Veritas 

Society. The author’s campus visit is sponsored by the Latin American Studies Program, 
the Modern Languages Fund, the Lewis Education Fund, the Liberal Studies Program, and 

the Commonwealth Center for the Humanities and Society. 
 

For more information, contact Dr. Rhonda Buchanan at 852-2034 or rhondabuchanan@louisville.edu 
This event is free and open to the public.  


