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Lynn Meisch first visited South America as 
a hippie traveler in the 1973 and was 
smitten by the people, culture, history, and 
land. She wrote a cultural travel guide to 
the Andean countries that provided the 
information she wished she had on her 
trips, then returned with a Fulbright 
fellowship to research textiles and 
traditional dress in Ecuador. She later 
funded her research by working as a 
trekking and tour guide in the Andes, 
Amazon, and Galapagos Islands. Needing a 
steady job and wanting to teach, she 
applied to Stanford’s program in 
Anthropology and received her Ph.D. in 
1997 at age 52. She is now Professor of 
Anthropology at Saint Mary’s College of 
California and continues to do fieldwork, 
lead trips, and write. Her most recent book 
is Andean Entrepreneurs: Otavalo 
Merchants and Musicians in the Global 
Arena (2002). 
 

 
For more information, please contact 
Dr. Rhonda Buchanan at 852-2034 or 

rhondabuchanan@louisville.edu   
or visit the LAS webpage at  

www.louisville.edu/a-s/cml/las 




