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Kent School of Social Work University of Louisville 
Send all application documents to:    
gradadm@louisville.edu  or
Graduate Admissions

            
502-852-3101


University of Louisville
A complete application includes:  





Louisville, KY 40292   
_____Completed online application:    http://louisville.edu/graduate  (Please note in the “Comments” section on the last page of the online application if:  you are applying to any specialization AND if you are a Cabinet employee applying to the State’s stipend program—this helps us FLAG your application)
_____$60 non-refundable application processing fee: It is suggested that you apply on-line at the above website and pay your application fee with a credit card. If you submit the hard copy application, attach a personal check, money order or cashier’s check (U.S. dollars) payable to the University of Louisville to your completed application.  Note: Paying your application fee with a check will delay the process for 8 days.  Recipients of certain government assistance programs may be eligible to waive this fee.  For details, go to:  http://louisville.edu/admissions/apply/fee 
_____Transcripts: An “official final” academic transcript (or “official current,” if currently enrolled)  is required from each college/university you have attended including those at which you were enrolled for academic credit as a non-degree student and/or credits, which you transferred to another college. All transcripts must bear the official seal and signature of the institution attended. You must request these transcripts directly from the Registrar or appropriate office of each institution and ask that they send them directly to Graduate Admissions at U of L. U of L transcripts are provided automatically for U of L graduates. Applicants with a cumulative grade point average of less than 2.75 are required to submit an acceptable score on the Miller Analogies Test (MAT) or the Graduate Record Exam (GRE).  Information and dates of MAT and GRE tests are available at http://louisville.edu/student/services/testing/index.html.  **The School of Interdisciplinary and Graduate Studies’ standards require a minimum cumulative G.P.A. of 2.5, therefore students applying to the Kent School with a G.P.A. of 2.5 or less will rarely be considered.
_____Advanced Standing Admissions:  Applicants who obtained a BSW within the last 7 years from an undergraduate social work program accredited or in candidacy by CSWE with a cumulative GPA of 3.00 and a social work GPA of 3.25 may be eligible to apply to the Advanced Standing 30-hour program.  BSW applicants with less than a cumulative 3.0 GPA and a social work GPA of less than 3.25 will rarely be considered for the 30-hour program and will rarely be allowed to transfer social work coursework from their undergraduate degree toward their MSSW degree.  Additionally, if an Advanced Standing applicant received a grade of “C” or lower in any social work foundation courses as a BSW, they may be asked to re-take these courses by the Admissions Committee as a condition of admission.  Applicants who wish to be considered for 30 hour Advanced Standing program must submit their BSW Practicum Field Evaluation and 1 of their 3 letters of recommendation must be from their Director of Field Education.   

_____Personal statement: Each applicant is required to add the following statement to the beginning of their personal statement accompanied by the applicant’s signature (typing your name is an acceptable electronic signature) and date of the signature:
         Academic dishonesty is prohibited at the University of Louisville.  In keeping with this policy, I certify the material              

          contained in this application is solely my work and that I have neither cheated nor plagiarized in its creation.

__________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Signature                                                                        Date signed

Submit a carefully written 700-1,000 word personal statement (double-spaced typewritten pages-12 pt.) that addresses the following four topics:

1. Describe a social problem or program strategy that is of greatest interest to you.

2. Describe your commitment to engage in social work roles that involve social welfare institutions and systems most likely to have an effect on major social problems.

3. Describe in detail how you would ensure that your work is relevant to the most economically and socially disadvantaged groups in our society.

4. Describe the intellectual and personal qualifications that will enable you to practice social work successfully.

_____Addendum to personal statement:  Submit an addendum if you fulfill any of the following categories: 
1. If there are gaps or deficiencies in your academic record or if you have ever had an academic review, please explain (recommended for all applicants with a GPA of 3.0 or less).
2. If you are 30-hr applicant and your application will be complete by February 15, please indicate if you would like to enroll in classes in either the Summer or Fall.
3. If you wish to be considered for a specialization, check Future Students website for additional procedures and documents necessary for admission to a particular program and mention your interest in an addendum. 
*The personal statement and any accompanying addenda may be emailed to gradadm@louisville.edu as an attachment after you have submitted your online application (recommended).*
_____ Release and Waiver: Applicants are required to submit the following release and waiver which authorizes the release of academic records.  *Please add this completed Release and Waiver to the bottom of your Personal Statement.* 

RELEASE and WAIVER for Admission to the Kent School of Social Work

 I, __(print name)_________________________, having made application for admission to the University of Louisville Kent School of Social Work (hereinafter University), hereby authorize the University to obtain any information and records available pertaining to, and in any manner related to, my enrollment at 
__(list prior colleges)______________(hereinafter Institution). This release includes copies of any education records including, but not limited to, academic, attendance, personal history and disciplinary records. I further authorize the University to contact any employees of the Institution to obtain verbal and written information concerning me. I hereby release the University and the Institution including any of their officers, directors, trustees or employees, individually and collectively, from any and all liability for damage of any nature whatsoever and of whatever kind which may at any time result to me, my heirs or assigns because of compliance with this authorization. A copy of this RELEASE and WAIVER shall be honored as an original. ____________________________________________ Signature

 _(list prior college ID’s)______________ Student ID# at Institution _____________________ Date 

_____Ethical Standards of Behavior Agreement: Please review, complete and sign the Kent School’s Ethical Standards of Behavior statement at this link here and submit to Graduate Admissions with your Personal Statement:
http://louisville.edu/kent/students/ethicalstandards.docx
_____Resume:  Please include current/past employment as well as volunteer and service roles served. This can be emailed to gradadm@louisville.edu after you have submitted your online application.

_____Pre-Admission Practicum Application:  In an effort to expedite the process of obtaining a practicum site IF ADMITTED, please complete the application here:   http://louisville.edu/kent/programs/Practicum/mssw-practicum-application.html and email it to  msswprac@louisville.edu as instructed. For questions pertaining to this document, please contact the Dir. Of Field Education, Martha Fuller, at Martha.a.fuller@louisville.edu 

_____Letters of recommendation: Three letters of recommendation are required.  Printable recommendation forms are available online at http://graduate.louisville.edu/admissions/grad-rec.pdf .  *OR you can select the “online” option when completing your online graduate school application to have this form sent to your recommender electronically (recommended).  Applicants are required to submit at least 1 academic recommendation. If the applicant has not enrolled in classes within the past 5 years, this requirement may be waived and an additional professional reference should be substituted.  Evaluations should be submitted from persons who have been directly responsible for supervising your human service related work/volunteer experience and academic performance. Avoid personal references (co-workers, mentors, advisers, friends, clergy, personal therapists, etc). Applicants who wish to be considered for 30 hour Advanced Standing program must submit their BSW Practicum Evaluation and 1 of their 3 letters of recommendation must be from their Director of Field Education.  The School reserves the right to request additional supportive material from persons acquainted with the applicant’s academic and/or practice capabilities.

_____Specializations: If you wish to be considered for a specialization please check our website http://louisville.edu/kent/ for any additional admissions procedures or documents necessary for consideration for admission to a particular program. If you are interested in a specialization, please note this in an additional addendum to your Personal Statement. Admission to a specialization is not automatic. Admission to the MFT Specialization program follows admission to Kent School and requires additional materials that must be submitted to the MFT program.  Prospective MFT specialization students have the best chance of admittance if their applications are completed and submitted to Graduate Admissions by the “early consideration” January 15th deadline.  Students should insure that they have included all the information for the MSSW admissions process as well as the MFT specific requirements (see http://louisville.edu/kent/students/future-students/kent/programs/family-therapy ).  The MFT Specialization admissions process will be conducted on a rolling basis beginning shortly after January 15th, and will continue until the class is full. Each year the MFT Specialization program will also keep a short waiting list to insure a full class. *GERONTOLOGY specialization applicants must apply and submit all additional materials by an early January 15th deadline during the January of your Advanced year.
_____Dual degree:  If you wish to be considered for a dual degree you must also complete the other unit’s application process. For more information, please refer to http://louisville.edu/kent/students/future-students/future-students-information and check the link for information in your area of interest.
_____TOEFL:  International students for whom English is not their primary language must show English language proficiency by demonstration of a specified level of proficiency on the TOEFL examination or by successfully completing the exit examination for the advanced level of the Intensive English as a Second Language Program at the University of Louisville or by demonstration of a degree award from an acceptable English language institution.  A score of 550 on the paper-based TOEFL or a score of 213 on the computer-based TOEFL or 79-80 on Internet-based TOEFL is required. Scores must be submitted before a decision will be made on an application.  A test link to the TOEFL is available at http://louisville.edu/student/services/testing/index.html.  A minimum score of 6.5 is required if taking the International English Language Testing System (IELTS).  More information at www.ielts.org 
_____International students: International students may be required to have their transcripts evaluated by a credential evaluation service in the U.S. Two possible services include World Education Services, Inc., at http://www.wes.org and Educational Credential Evaluators at http://www.ece.org . Students may be required to participate in a brief telephone interview as part of the admission process. When completing the I-20, students should note that they will be placed in a practicum as part of their education.  Admitted students should visit the International Center when they arrive on campus to obtain the proper immigration documentation necessary to begin the practicum.
 Admission materials can be sent all at once or one at a time as they become available or are complete.

 Applications will be reviewed by the Admissions Committee only when complete.

*All materials must be received by Graduate Admissions by one of the following deadlines in the year in which you hope to begin coursework (see next 2 pages): 
Admission Deadlines—60 hr. REGULAR MSSW Program
	Complete applications by:
	Options Available
	Options No Longer Available

	January 15th
	*MFT Early Consideration DEADLINE

*Gerontology Specialization & Scholarship DEADLINE
	

	February 15

(early bird admission & late MFT consideration)
	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (the earlier students apply, the greater the selection available)

· Scholarships available
Additionally, students:

· Have time to complete necessary prerequisites classes before Fall term.

· May register at earliest registration opportunity, with maximum scheduling choices.
	· MFT only available on a  selective case-by-case basis if openings still available
· Gerontology specialization still available, without the  scholarship option

	May 15 (traditional admission)
	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (practicum selections become more limited)

· Scholarships still available
· Registration continues (scheduling choices more limited)


	· Less time to complete prerequisites before Fall term

· MFT no longer available.
· Gerontology specialization still available, without the scholarship option


	June 11 (extended admission)


	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (practicum selections become even more limited)

· Registration continues (scheduling choices even more limited)


	· No Scholarships available
· Less time to complete prerequisites before Fall term

· MFT no longer available.

	July 30

(late admission)
	Students are limited to curriculum plans that do not include practicum placements.
	· No field placement options.

· No scholarships available.
· Less time to complete prerequisites before Fall term.

· MFT no longer available.


Admission Deadlines—30 Hr. ADVANCED STANDING

**ATTN: Advanced Standing Candidates--Applicants interested in the ADVANCED Year Gerontology Scholarship must submit their application by JANUARY 15th .  All other Gerontology Specialization applicants shall follow regular deadlines.

	Complete applications by:
	Options Available
	Options No Longer Available

	January 15th  
	*Gerontology Specialization & 
Scholarship DEADLINE *
*MFT-Prep Early Consideration DEADLINE
	

	February 15

(early bird admission and late MFT-Prep consideration)
	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (the earlier students apply, the greater the selection available)

· Scholarships available
Additionally, Advanced Standing students:

· May register at earliest registration opportunity, with maximum scheduling choices.

· May request a Summer start date.
	· Gerontology Specialization still available, without the scholarship option
· MFT-Prep only available on a case-by-case basis if openings still available

	May 15 (traditional admission)
	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (practicum selections become more limited)

· Scholarships still available
· Registration continues (scheduling choices more limited)


	· No longer eligible for a Summer start date.
· Gerontology specialization still available, without the scholarship option


	June 11 (extended admission)


	Students are eligible for:

· Field placement (practicum selections become even more limited)

· Registration continues (scheduling choices even more limited)


	· No Scholarships available.

· No longer eligible for a Summer start date.

	July 30

(late admission)
	Students are limited to curriculum plans that do not include practicum placements.
	· No field placement options.

· No scholarships available.

· No federal work study available.

· No longer eligible for a Summer start date.


