
Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 1 

 

 
 
 
 

KENT SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK 
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF 
LOUISVILLE 

 
 

2011 - 2012 
 

 
Kent School 

MSSW 
Catalogue 

 
 
 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 2 

 
 

 

 

× 

×   The Power Of Social Work × 

× The Lights Stay On × Families Function × Meals Come On Wheels × Children Find Parents × Sex 

Becomes Safer × Itôs OK To Be Yourself × Stress Is Managed × Communities Unite × Poverty Isnôt 

Feminized × Employment Opportunities Happen ×  Harassment Halts × Neighbors Compromise × 

Life Gets Manageable × Children Donôt Have Guns × Problems Get Solved × Color Is Respected × 

Assertiveness Increases × Homes Stay Heated × Education is Valued × Fears Shrink × People Find 

Sanity × Sympathy Becomes Empathy × Prisoners Donôt Go Back × Exceptional People Live 

Normally × Battered People Find Shelter × Sexual Preferences Are Honored × Children Are 

Immunized × Substances Arenôt Abused × Youngsters Get A Headstart × Doors Are Opened × Tough 

Issues Get Handled × Kids Get Clothes × Houses Become Homes × Abuse Is Exposed × Child 

Support Gets Paid × Teens Come Off The Streets × Roles Are Changed × Families Are Enriched × 

Goals Are Accomplished × Marriages Are Restored × Children Smile × Justice Is Served × Values 

Are Examined × Beliefs Are Respected × Senior Citizens Find Companions × People Learn To Love 

× We All Benefit × Loneliness Is Lifted × Basic Needs Get Met × Teachers Donôt Get Attacked × 

People Eat Better × Children Get Adopted × Chores Get Done × People Stay Sober × Children Play 

Safely × Anxiety Decreases × Homeless People Find Shelter × Gays And Lesbians Arenôt Terrorized 

× Immigrants Are Welcomed × Self-Esteem Increases × Older People Remain Engaged × Parents 

Reach Children × Friends Are Made × Toddlers Thrive × Lines Of Communication Open × People 

Help Themselves × Families Reunite × Barriers Are Hurdled × Trust Develops × Emotions Are 

Healed × People Die With Dignity × The Poor Can Afford Taxes × Children Get Toys × Relationships 

Work × Hopes Are Restored × Services Protect × Bonds Are Strengthened × Diversity Is Savored × 

Kids Step Ahead × Compassion Is Shared × Prevention Outweighs Treatment × Empowerment Is Real 

× Oppression Ends × Differences Are Valued × Family Rips Are Mended × Violence Stops × You 

And Me Become We × Condoms Get Used × Hammers Build Houses × Health Care Is Accessible × 

Disabilities Are Surmounted × Jobs Get Filled × Crime Drops × Social Justice Isnôt A Myth × 

© Copyright 1995, National Association of Social Workers 

×



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 3 

General Kent Information 
Mailing Address:   Kent School of Social Work, Oppenheimer Hall,  

University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292 
Kent Telephone Number:  (502) 852-6402 
Kent Fax Number:  (502) 852-0422 
Kent Electronic Mail:  kentssa@louisville.edu 
Kent website:  http://louisville.edu/kent/ 

Student Services Personnel 
Dr. Terry Singer, Dean:   
(502) 852-3944, terry.singer@louisville.edu 
Dr. Annatjie Faul, Associate Dean Academic Affairs:   
(502) 852-1981, acfaul01@louisville.edu 

Angie Napier, Coordinator of Academic Affairs:   
(502) 852-7162, angie.napier@louisville.edu 

Shawnise Miller, Director Continuing Education and Commencement: 
(502) 852-4769, smmart01@louisville.edu 

Dr. Pam Yankeelov, Associate Dean Student Services:   
(502) 852-0426, pam.yankeelov@louisville.edu 

Misty McNichols, Coordinator of Admissions:   
(502) 852-0414, mlburg01@louisville.edu 
Sharon Crook, Administrative Assistant Admissions:   
(502) 852-6517, sdcroo01@louisville.edu 

Martha Fuller, Director of Field Education:   
(502) 852-3933, martha.a.fuller@louisville.edu 

Linda Exton, Program Coordinator Practicum:   
(502) 852-3934, linda.e@louisville.edu 

Dr. Dana Christensen, Director, Marriage and Family Therapy Specialization Program: 

(502) 852-8975, dana.christensen@louisville.edu 
Dr. Andy Frey, Coordinator, School Social Work Specialization Program: 
(502) 852-0431, ajfrey01@louisville.edu 
Dr. Rick Cloud, Coordinator, Alcohol & Drug Counselor Specialization Program: 
(502) 299-1385, rnclou01@louisville.edu 
Dr. Sharon Bowland, Coordinator, Gerontology Specialization Program: 
(502) 852-0425 sharon.bowland@louisville.edu    
Bibhuti Sar, Coordinator, Credit for Learning Program: 
(502) 852-3932, b.k.sar@louisville.edu   
 Katie Radmacher, Program Assistant: 
 (502) 852-8792, k0radm01@louisville.edu 
 

mailto:kentssa@louisville.edu
http://www.louisville.edu/kent/
mailto:terry.singer@louisville.edu
mailto:acfaul01@louisville.edu
mailto:angie.napier@louisville.edu
mailto:smmart01@louisville.edu
mailto:pam.yankeelov@louisville.edu
mailto:mlburg01@louisville.edu
mailto:sdcroo01@louisville.edu
mailto:martha.a.fuller@louisville.edu
mailto:linda.e@louisville.edu
mailto:dana.christensen@louisville.edu
mailto:ajfrey01@louisville.edu
mailto:rnclou01@louisville.edu
mailto:b.k.sar@louisville.edu
mailto:k0radm01@louisville.edu


Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

FROM THE DEAN'S DESK  ................................................................................................................... 10 

KENT SCHOOL OF SOCIA L WORK - GENERAL INFORM ATION ............................................. 11 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  SOCIAL WORK (MSSW) ....................................................................... 11 

Introduction  .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
Mission ................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Accreditation ......................................................................................................................................... 11 
Social Work Profession ........................................................................................................................ 11 
The Education Program ....................................................................................................................... 11 

MSSW CURRICULUM  ........................................................................................................................... 13 

Curriculum  ............................................................................................................................................ 13 
Foundation Curriculum  ....................................................................................................................... 14 
Advanced Curriculum ï Advanced Social Work Practice ............................................................... 14 
Practicum Education ............................................................................................................................ 14 

Policy Concerning On-Job Practicum ...................................................................................................... 15 
Practicum Credit ........................................................................................................................................ 15 

Electives ................................................................................................................................................. 15 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS ............................................................................................ 16 

MSSW 60-hour Regular Program ...................................................................................................... 16 
MSSW 30-hour Advanced Standing Program ................................................................................... 16 
MSSW Weekend Program ................................................................................................................... 17 
Brescia Satellite MSSW Program ....................................................................................................... 17 
Credit for Learning Program (CFL) --Only available for Cabinet for Health and Family Services 

Employees .............................................................................................................................................. 18 
CFL Program Requirements ..................................................................................................................... 18 

International Social Work Program ................................................................................................... 18 

MSSW SPECIALIZATIONS  AND DUAL DEGREES ......................................................................... 19 

MSSW with specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy (MSSW-MFT)  ................................ 19 
MSSW-MFT Program Requirements ........................................................................................................ 19 

MSSW with specialization in School Social Work (MSSW-SSW) ................................................... 20 
MSSW-SSW Program Requirements ........................................................................................................ 20 

MSSW with Alcohol and Drug Counselor Specialization (MSSW-ADCS) ..................................... 20 
MSSW-ADCS Program Requirements ...................................................................................................... 20 

MSSW with specialization in Gerontology (MSSW-GER) ............................................................... 21 
MSSW-GER Program Requirements ........................................................................................................ 21 

MSSW with specialization in Mental Health (MSSW-MHS) ........................................................... 22 
MSSW-MHS Program Requirements ....................................................................................................... 22 

MSSW/Juris Doctor Dual Degree Program (MSSW/JD) ................................................................. 22 
MSSW/JD Program Requirements ............................................................................................................ 22 

MSSW/Masters of Divinity Dual Degree Program (MSSW/MDiv) ................................................. 22 
MSSW/MDiv Program Requirements ....................................................................................................... 22 

MSSW/Pan African Studies Dual Degree Program (MSSW/PAS) .................................................. 23 
MSSW/PAS Program Requirements ......................................................................................................... 23 

MSSW/Women & Gender Studies Dual Degree Program (MSSW/WGST) ................................... 23 
MSSW/WGST Program Requirements ..................................................................................................... 23 

Important notes about the MSSW Curriculum Plans....................................................................... 25 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 5 

Curriculum Plan A:  2 Year Full-Time Plan ............................................................................................ 26 
Curriculum Plan B:  2 Year Full-Time Friday/Saturday Plan ................................................................ 27 
Curriculum Plan C:  3 Year Full-Time Plan ............................................................................................ 27 
Curriculum Plan D:  3 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Plan ................................................................ 28 
Curriculum Plan E:  3 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Saturday Plan ................................................ 28 
Curriculum Plan F:  4 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Saturday Plan ................................................ 29 

(MSSW-MFT Specialization) .............................................................................................................. 30 
Curriculum Plan O:  2 Year Full-Time MSSW-MFT Weekday Plan (Summer Start Date) .................. 30 
Curriculum Plan P:  3 Year Full- and Part-Time MSSW-MFT Weekday Plan ..................................... 31 

Section 3: 60-Hour Curriculum Plans  ................................................................................................ 32 
Dual Degree Programs ......................................................................................................................... 32 

MSSW/Juris Doctor Dual Degree ............................................................................................................. 32 
MSSW/Master of Divinity Dual Degree .................................................................................................... 33 
MSSW/Master of Arts in Pan African Studies Dual Degree .................................................................... 34 
MSSW/Master of Arts in Women & Gender Studies Dual Degree .......................................................... 35 

Section 4: 30-Hour Curriculum Plans  ................................................................................................ 36 
Curriculum Plan AA:  2 Semester Full-Time Plan .................................................................................. 36 
Curriculum Plan BB:  3 Semester Full-Time Plan .................................................................................. 36 
Curriculum Plan CC: 4 Semester Full-Time Plan ................................................................................... 37 
Curriculum Plan DD:  4 Semester Full-Time Saturday Plan .................................................................. 37 
Curriculum Plan EE: 5 Semester Part-Time Plan ................................................................................... 37 
Curriculum Plan FF: 5 Semester Part-Time Saturday Plan ................................................................... 38 
Curriculum Plan GG: 2 Semester MFT-Prep Plan .................................................................................. 38 
Curriculum Plan HH: 3 Semester Full-Time Plan .................................................................................. 38 

(Brescia Satellite Program) .................................................................................................................. 40 
Curriculum Plan OO: 3 Semester Full-Time Plan (Brescia) ................................................................... 40 
Curriculum Plan PP:  4 Semester Full-Time Plan (Brescia) ................................................................... 40 
Curriculum Plan QQ:  5 Semester Part-Time Plan (Brescia) .................................................................. 40 

KENT SCHOOL MSSW COURSE DESCRIPTIONS ......................................................................... 41 

Required Foundation Courses ............................................................................................................. 41 
SW 601:  Human Behavior in the Social Environment I (3) ................................................................... 41 
SW 602:  Social Welfare Institutions, Policies and Services (3) .............................................................. 41 
SW 603:  Human Diversity (3) ................................................................................................................... 41 
SW 604:  Social Work Practice I (3) .......................................................................................................... 41 
SW 605:  Social Work Practice II (3) ........................................................................................................ 41 
SW 619:  Human Behavior in the Social Environment II (3) .................................................................. 42 
SW 622:  Issues in Policy and Service Delivery (3) .................................................................................. 42 
SW 626: Research Methodology and Design (3) ...................................................................................... 42 
SW 670 & SW 671: Foundation Social Work Practicum I (3) & II (3) ................................................... 42 

Required Advanced Courses ............................................................................................................... 43 
SW 641: Advanced Social Work Practice I (3) ......................................................................................... 43 
SW 640: Advanced Social Work Practice II (3) ........................................................................................ 43 
SW 677: Advanced Social Work Practice III (3) ...................................................................................... 44 
SW 668: Advanced Research Practice I (3) .............................................................................................. 44 
SW 669: Advanced Research Practice II (3) ............................................................................................. 44 
SW 672 and SW 673: Advanced Social Work Practicum I (3) & II (3) ................................................... 44 

Elective Courses (open to all MSSW students) .................................................................................. 45 
SW 615: Mental Health (3) ........................................................................................................................ 45 
SW 625: Children & Families (3) .............................................................................................................. 45 
SW 630:  School Social Work: Policy and Practice (3) ............................................................................ 45 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 6 

SW 633: Social Work and Human Sexuality (3) ...................................................................................... 45 
SW 636: Death & Grief (3) ........................................................................................................................ 46 
SW 642: Psychopathology (3) .................................................................................................................... 46 
SW 651: Foundations of Family Therapy (3) ........................................................................................... 46 
SW 657: Group Methods (3) ...................................................................................................................... 46 
SW 659: Introduction to Family Therapy Practice (3) ............................................................................. 46 
SW 660: Motivation and Change (3) ......................................................................................................... 46 
SW 661: Special Issues in Alcohol and Drug Counseling (3) .................................................................. 47 
SW 662: Substance Abuse (3) .................................................................................................................... 47 
SW 664: Social Work & Law (3) ............................................................................................................... 47 
SW 667: Negotiation, Mediation and Conflict Transformation (3) ......................................................... 47 
SW 681: Social Gerontology (3) ................................................................................................................ 48 
SW 682: Social Work Practice with Older Persons (3) ............................................................................. 48 
SW 684: Spirituality and Social Work (3) ................................................................................................. 48 
SW 685: Planning & Community Development (3) .................................................................................. 48 
SW 697: Special Topic Classes (3) ............................................................................................................ 48 
SW 699: Independent Study (3) ................................................................................................................. 49 
Elective Courses Taken in Other Units ....................................................................................................... 49 

Electives Only available to Cabinet for Families and Health Services Employees ......................... 49 
SW 652:  Introduction to Child Welfare Practice (3) ............................................................................... 49 
SW 653: Family Casework Skills/Services to Children (3) ....................................................................... 49 
SW 655: Family Violence (3) ..................................................................................................................... 49 
SW 656: Sexual Abuse Assessment (3) ...................................................................................................... 49 
SW 663: Enhancing Child Safety (3) ........................................................................................................ 50 
SW 666: Collaborative Practice with Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services (3) ....................... 50 
SW 675: Child Welfare Supervision, Coaching, Mentoring Practices & Policies (3) ............................. 50 
SW 697: Special Topic Classes (3) ............................................................................................................ 50 

MSSW-MFT Specialization Core Courses ......................................................................................... 50 
SW 700: Foundations of Family Therapy: Theory and Practice (5) ....................................................... 50 
SW 701: Family Therapy Assessment and Treatment in Diverse Populations (3) .................................. 51 
SW 702: Marital Therapy: Theory and Practice (3) ................................................................................. 51 
SW 703: Macro Marital and Family Intervention Issues in the Profession and Community (3) ........... 51 
SW 704: Integrating Family Therapy: Theory and Practice (3) .............................................................. 51 
SW 705: Professional Issues & Ethics in Social Work: Marriage & Family Therapy (3) ...................... 52 
Supervision Courses ................................................................................................................................... 52 

MSSW-MFT -Prep Core Courses ........................................................................................................ 52 
SW 610: Advanced SW Practicum-MFT Prep (3) .................................................................................... 52 
SW 642: Psychopathology (3) .................................................................................................................... 53 
SW 633 SW & Human Sexuality (3) ......................................................................................................... 53 
SW 700: Foundations of Family Therapy: Theory and Practice (3) ....................................................... 53 
SW 701: FT Assessment (3) ....................................................................................................................... 53 
SW 703 Macro MFT (3) ............................................................................................................................. 53 

MSSW-SSW Specialization Core Courses ......................................................................................... 53 
SW 630:  School Social Work: Policy and Practice (3) ............................................................................ 53 
EDSP 540: Introduction to Exceptional Children .................................................................................... 53 
EDSP 644: Applied Behavior Analysis ..................................................................................................... 53 
Student portfolio ......................................................................................................................................... 53 

MSSW-ADCS Specialization Core Courses ....................................................................................... 53 
SW 660: Motivation and Change (3) ......................................................................................................... 53 
SW 662: Substance Abuse (3) .................................................................................................................... 53 
SW 661: Special Issues in Alcohol and Drug Counseling (3) .................................................................. 53 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 7 

MSSW-GER Specialization Core Courses ......................................................................................... 53 
SW 681: Social Gerontology (3) ................................................................................................................ 53 
SW 682: Social Work with Older Persons (3) ........................................................................................... 54 
Supervision Courses ................................................................................................................................... 54 

MSSW-MHS Specialization Core Courses ......................................................................................... 54 
SW 615: Mental Health (3) ........................................................................................................................ 54 
SW 642: Psychopathology (3) .................................................................................................................... 54 
SW 657: Group Methods (3) ...................................................................................................................... 54 
Supervision Courses ................................................................................................................................... 54 

Admission to Kent School of Social Work MSSW Program - Requirements ................................. 54 
The Kent School MSSW Application Materials ................................................................................ 55 
MSSW Entry Date ................................................................................................................................ 58 
MSSW Admission Application Date ................................................................................................... 58 
Admission into the MSSW 30 hour Advanced Standing Program .................................................. 60 
Admission into the MSSW 30 hour Advanced Standing Program for Graduates from the U of L 

BSW Program ....................................................................................................................................... 60 
Redundancy Policy ..................................................................................................................................... 60 

Admission into the MSSW-MFT Specialization ................................................................................ 61 
Admission into the MSSW-MFT -Preparation Program ................................................................... 61 
Admission into the MSSW-SSW Specialization ................................................................................ 62 
Admission into the MSSW-ADCS Specialization .............................................................................. 62 
Admission into the MSSW-GER Specialization ................................................................................ 62 
Admission into Dual Degree programs ............................................................................................... 63 

MSSW/JD Dual Degree ............................................................................................................................. 63 
MSSW/MDiv Dual Degree ......................................................................................................................... 63 
MSSW/PAS Dual Degree ........................................................................................................................... 63 
MSSW/WGST Dual Degree ....................................................................................................................... 63 

Deferred Studies ................................................................................................................................... 63 
Tuition and Fees ................................................................................................................................... 63 

Graduate Resident Tuition ......................................................................................................................... 63 
Graduate Nonresident Tuition ................................................................................................................... 64 
Tuition Reduction Schedule ...................................................................................................................... 64 

Residency Policy ................................................................................................................................... 64 
Indiana Tuition Reciprocity ....................................................................................................................... 64 
Studentsô Financial Responsibility ...................................................................................................... 64 
University Financial Aid ...................................................................................................................... 65 
Federal Work Study/Community Service Program .......................................................................... 65 
Scholarships .......................................................................................................................................... 66 
MSSW Graduate Assistantships ......................................................................................................... 67 

Inside Kent School of Social Work ............................................................................................................ 67 
Outside Kent School of Social Work ......................................................................................................... 67 

Student ID number and ID cards ........................................................................................................ 67 
Communication with Kent School faculty and staff .......................................................................... 67 
Student e-mail ....................................................................................................................................... 68 
Change of Name, Address, Phone Number, etc. ................................................................................ 68 
Kent School Student Association......................................................................................................... 68 
Student Advising ................................................................................................................................... 68 
Kent School Portfolio ........................................................................................................................... 68 
Disability Statement ............................................................................................................................. 69 
Transfer of Credit  ................................................................................................................................. 69 

Transfer of Credit Procedure (for non-CFL classes) ............................................................................... 70 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 8 

http://louisville.edu/registrar/academic-calendars ............................................................................ 70 
Registration Procedures ....................................................................................................................... 70 
Waitlisting Courses .............................................................................................................................. 71 
Registration into a closed class (class has reached its maximum capacity) ..................................... 72 

Open Registration Period ........................................................................................................................... 72 
Closed Registration Period ........................................................................................................................ 72 

MSSW Full-Time Status and Course Load ........................................................................................ 72 
Changing Course Schedules: Dropping and Adding Courses .......................................................... 73 
Auditing Courses .................................................................................................................................. 73 
Class Cancellations ............................................................................................................................... 73 
Classroom Assignment Changes ......................................................................................................... 74 
MSSW Program Withdrawal Policy  ................................................................................................... 74 
Leave of Absence .................................................................................................................................. 74 
Return Policy ........................................................................................................................................ 74 

Re-Enrollment ............................................................................................................................................ 74 
Severe Weather Policy ......................................................................................................................... 74 
Writing Guidelines (APA)  ................................................................................................................... 75 
Plagiarism .............................................................................................................................................. 75 
Grading System .................................................................................................................................... 76 

Incomplete grades ...................................................................................................................................... 76 
C Grades ..................................................................................................................................................... 77 
F Grades ..................................................................................................................................................... 77 

Course Evaluations ............................................................................................................................... 77 
Academic Performance Policies .......................................................................................................... 77 
Student Conduct in the Kent School ................................................................................................... 78 
Code of Student Conduct at U of L ..................................................................................................... 79 
Dismissed Students ............................................................................................................................... 79 
Academic Grievances ........................................................................................................................... 80 
Nonacademic Grievances ..................................................................................................................... 80 
MSSW Time Requirement ................................................................................................................... 80 
MSSW Candidacy ................................................................................................................................ 80 
Degree Application / Commencement ................................................................................................ 80 
Social Work Licensure Boards ............................................................................................................ 82 
Graduate Students from Other Academic Units ............................................................................... 83 
Visiting Students ................................................................................................................................... 83 
Kent School Alumni Association ......................................................................................................... 83 

POST MASTERS CERTIFICATES/COURSE CREDITS .................................................................. 84 

Marriage and Family Therapy Post-Masters Certificate ................................................................. 84 
Program Requirement ................................................................................................................................ 84 
Practicum and Supervision for the Post Masters Certificate Program .................................................... 84 

School Social Work Post-Masters Course Credits ............................................................................ 85 
Program Requirements .............................................................................................................................. 85 
Admission Procedures ................................................................................................................................ 85 

BACHELORS DEGREE IN SOCIAL WORK (BSW)  ......................................................................... 86 

PH.D IN SOCIAL WORK  ....................................................................................................................... 86 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISV ILLE  ........................................................................................................... 87 

Introduction  .......................................................................................................................................... 87 
Campuses............................................................................................................................................... 87 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 9 

Libraries  ................................................................................................................................................ 87 
Information Technology Services........................................................................................................ 87 
Student Health Services and Travel Medicine ................................................................................... 89 
Housing .................................................................................................................................................. 89 
Privacy of Student Records ................................................................................................................. 89 
Student Organizations .......................................................................................................................... 90 
Student Rights and Responsibilities .................................................................................................... 90 
The Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity Policy of the University of Louisville  . 90 
UofL Policies related to the classroom ................................................................................................ 90 

University Policy on Excused Absences for University-Sanctioned Events ............................................. 90 
University Policy on Work-Restricted Religious Holidays ....................................................................... 91 
Policy/guidelines for students with disabilities.......................................................................................... 91 
University Policy on Sexual Harassment .................................................................................................. 92 
University Policy Concerning Consensual Sexual Relations ................................................................... 92 

University Career Center ..................................................................................................................... 93 
Administrators, Faculty, and Staff of the University of Louisville .................................................. 93 



Last updated 6-6-11            2011-2012 Kent School MSSW Catalog 10 

 

FROM THE DEAN'S DESK  

 

Popularized versions of contemporary urban life have written off today's cities as blights on the 

American landscape.  Portrayed as bastions of criminality, drug and alcohol abuse, child and elder abuse, 

sexual and domestic violence, among other social ills, the cities are blamed for much of society's disease.   

The Kent School of Social Work offers students the opportunity to engage a learning process that 

prepares them to become leaders in solving the problems of urban life.  Committed to the belief that cities 

have rich potential to foster healthy community living, the School provides an educational experience to 

develop knowledge and skills of problem solving, blending theories of economics, politics, social policy, 

family systems, and psychology to name a few.  The profession of social work is grounded in a belief in 

the dignity and worth of individuals, the importance of social and environmental context, the need to 

advocate for the oppressed and disempowered, the celebration of diversity, and a commitment to working 

with the focus on the strength of the client. 

Students in the program will find a strong generalist orientation in the foundation that prepares 

them to work with a range of systems from individual, groups, and families to organizations and 

communities.  In the advanced curriculum, students will deepen their understanding of social problems 

through skills and knowledge associated with complex critical thinking and best-practice evidence.  In 

recognition of the value of greater interdisciplinary involvement, students will find the faculty involved in 

research interests with a number of other disciplines, including urban studies, medicine, nursing, 

dentistry, and others.  This provides a rich learning environment in the classroom.  And towards that end, 

dual degrees with law, theology, women and gender studies, and Pan African studies help students to 

match their own professional goals within the context of a collaborative foundation. 

At Kent, efforts have been made to meet a variety of studentsô needs in preparation for advanced 

social work practice, whether it be programs on the main campus or distance sites, evening or weekend 

options.  The BSW program started last year and offers an exciting opportunity for undergraduate 

students to learn about generalist evidence-based social work practice; the MSSW program with its urban 

focus has established a high mark of excellence for the practice of its graduates; the Ph.D. program, 

offered as a collaborative effort between the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky, 

provides preparation for research and leadership in addressing social needs that extend from the 

Commonwealth to the international community.  These educational ventures promise to challenge and 

excite the learner in the hope of creating and sustaining a better life, a better world. 

 

Terry L. Singer, Ph.D. 

Dean 
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KENT SCHOOL OF SOCIA L WORK - GENERAL INFORMATION   

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  SOCIAL WORK (MSSW)  

Introduction  

The roots of Kent School date back to 1918 when special courses for social welfare workers were 

offered through the auspices of the Louisville Welfare League. These courses were offered on a regular 

basis until 1923 when the program became affiliated with the University of Louisville. For the next 13 

years, organized courses on the undergraduate level were offered by the University. In 1936, a full 2-year 

graduate program was established as the Graduate Division of Social Administration. The program 

became known as the Raymond A. Kent School of Social Work in honor of a former president of the 

University of Louisville.  In 1994, the Family Therapy Program was added to the school, through which 

counseling in marriage and family therapy is offered.  And in 1997 the University of Louisville and the 

University of Kentucky combined to offer a collaborative program of doctoral study in social work.  

 

Mission 

The Kent School of Social Work seeks to prepare well-qualified social workers who practice 

from a strong professional value base to serve the metropolitan mission of the university.  Our graduates 

promote social justice through their practices with diverse client systems.  In the context of a research 

institution, Kent School is committed to knowledge development that informs social work practice, 

recognizing the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration to solve complex social problems. 

 

Accreditation  

The Master of Science in Social Work program is accredited by the Council on Social Work 

Education.  The Master of Science in Social Work with specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy as 

well as the Post-Masters Certification program in Marriage and Family Therapy is accredited by the 

Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Education.   The University of Louisville is 

accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 

Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4907:  Telephone number 404-679-4501) to award associate, 

bachelor, master's, doctoral, and first professional degrees (D.M.D., J.D., M.D.). 

 

Social Work Profession  

Social work is a profession concerned with the prevention and amelioration of social problems 

and the enhancement of the quality of human life. Social workers achieve these goals through direct 

practice with individuals, families, groups, and community organizations; advocacy; social planning; 

social policy analysis and formulation; research; and administration.  Social work practice helps people 

mobilize their resources to deal with present circumstances and to enlarge their prospects for the future. 

Since problems of the individual cannot be seen in any meaningful way in isolation from the broad social 

and community context in which they occur, social work also takes a leadership role in bringing about 

institutional and social change.  

 

The Education Program  

The School provides a broad-based education for college or university graduates wishing to 

continue their studies and for professionals returning to school to enhance their skills. The Master of 

Science in Social Work (MSSW) degree program is designed to help students achieve their maximum 

potential through a carefully structured curriculum of foundation and advanced course work.  Preparation 

for leadership in advanced professional practice is a vital part of the Schoolôs curriculum. Within this 

context, the educational goals and objectives of the School include: 

 
Goal I (Curriculum) : To ensure that graduates will be prepared at the foundation level to 

practice social work that is framed by a generalist practice base, and an ability to understand social 
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problems at multiple levels. 

 

Foundation Objectives:  Students will learn new knowledge, develop skills and acquire attitudes 

that will give them the ability to: 

1 Apply critical thinking skills within the context of professional social work practice. 

2 Communicate the value base of the profession and its ethical standards and principles, and practice 

accordingly. 

3 Practice without discrimination and with respect, knowledge, and skills related to clientsô age, class, 

color, culture, disability, ethnicity, family structure, gender, marital status, national origin, race, 

religion, sex, and sexual orientation.  

4 Analyze the forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination and apply strategies of 

advocacy and social change that advance social and economic justice.  

5 Interpret and synthesize the history of the social work profession and its contemporary structures 

and issues. 

6 Apply knowledge and skills of a generalist social work perspective to practice with systems of all 

sizes. 

7 Use theoretical frameworks supported by empirical evidence to draw conclusions on individual 

development and behavior across the life span and the interactions among individuals and between 

individuals and families, groups, organizations, and communities. 

8 Analyze, formulate, and draw conclusions to influence social policies. 

9 Evaluate research studies, assess and apply research findings to foundation practice, and evaluate 

their own foundation practice interventions. 

10 Use communication skills differentially across client populations, colleagues, and communities. 

11 Use supervision and consultation appropriate to social work practice. 

12 Function within the structure of organizations and service delivery systems and propose skillful 

actions for organizational change. 

 

Goal II (Curriculum) : To ensure that our graduates are prepared to utilize theory and research 

to strategically integrate critical thinking skills into the problems and issues within social work practice.   

 

Advanced Objectives:  Students will learn new knowledge, integrate skills, and acquire values and 

perspectives that will give them the critical thinking skills and advanced ability to: 

1 Create, organize and integrate ideas and action on engaging diverse client systems effectively in 

change. 

2 Assess, conceptualize and analyze theoretical, practice and research problems from multiple 

perspectives and utilize critical thinking skills to formulate impressions based upon the data. 

3 Analyze, synthesize and evaluate the evidence available to guide advanced social work practice. 

4 Synthesize, formulate and implement a plan of action for social work practice that addresses 

complex issues and problems, builds consensus and incorporates multiple-level forces on client 

systems. 

5 Analyze and evaluate data of client progress and outcomes and assess implications and 

consequences of this progress and outcomes. 

6 Synthesize, create, and organize ideas from theory, research and practice for social justice. 

7 Demonstrate the ability to integrate culturally competent skills into all aspects of social work 

practice. 
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Goal III (Schoolôs relationship with the community): To build collaboration and partnerships 

for community building and problem solving: 

Objective The Kent School will provide professional expertise in the community in partnership 

with agencies and institutions to build a stronger community in the metropolitan region of 

Louisville. 

Goal IV (Overall program goal): To contribute to the development of new social work 

knowledge through scholarship and research. 

Objective: The Kent School will develop research and scholarship that adds to the knowledge 

base of the social work profession. 

 

MSSW CURRICULUM  

Curriculum  

 Cognitive Flexibility Theory as developed by Spiro (1990) guides the underlying curriculum 

philosophy.  The main premise of the curriculum is to provide students strategies to learn challenging 

materials, to encourage flexibility in the use of knowledge, and to change the underlying ways of 

thinking.  At the end of their studies students will achieve a deeper, more complex understanding of social 

work, they will be able to critically evaluate and contemplate the material while experimenting with the 

flexible application of the knowledge in a variety of contexts.  This higher order of thinking that will be 

developed and promoted with the curriculum is referred to as critical thinking.   

This curriculum philosophy responds well to social work as an ever changing and evolving 

profession which responds to the radically changing needs and demands of society.  It is impossible for 

any curriculum to address each problem or case example social work graduates may face in their practice.  

Cognitive flexibility theory provides avenues and tools for students to integrate their learning experiences 

in such a way as to maximize their potential to meet the demands of the profession upon graduation.  The 

curriculum is designed to enhance studentsô ability to enable the diverse client systems they work with to 

make decisions that contribute to the quality and health of these clients systems.  The focus will also be 

on decisions that promote social justice.  The curriculum is designed to deliver graduate social workers 

who think critically about what they do, why they do it, and what outcomes they hope will results from 

the social work practice they do.   

Critical thinking is defined as ñthe intellectual disciplined process of actively and skillfully 

conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or 

generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to belief or 

actionò (Scriven & Paul, 2004).  Critical thinking includes specific skills such as problem-solving and the 

ability to integrate knowledge from multiple disciplines and theories of human behavior.  Throughout the 

curriculum, there is an emphasis on critical reflection, or appraisal of various points of view no matter 

what the source.  The curriculum draws heavily on social science knowledge and integrates this with 

problem-solving phases such as assessment, intervention, and evaluation.  In this respect, the curriculum 

is designed to teach students to access, integrate, and assess practice and policy related research to solve 

social problems and to work towards social justice.  When critical thinking skills are used effectively, it 

leads to transparency and promotes social change, particularly with and on behalf of vulnerable and 

oppressed individuals and groups of people. 

 Brunerôs spiral curriculum format (1991) is used to implement the above mentioned cognitive 

flexibility philosophy in the development of higher order critical thinking skills.  With this format, topics 

are revisited throughout the curriculum, while increasing the level of difficulty, complexity and depth of 

the area and linking new knowledge or information to previous levels of learning on the same topic to 

increase the competency of the students.  Students will be introduced in the foundation curriculum to 

different strategies on how to develop critical thinking.  In the advanced curriculum, students will move 

towards a higher level of complexity in their thinking because they will be required to analyze problems 

from multiple perspectives, evaluate multiple sources of evidence, and address complex issues and 

problems incorporating multiple level forces on client systems.  
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Foundation Curriculum  

The foundation curriculum promotes a generalist perspective in which the simultaneous impact of 

many systemic levels (individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities) on clientsô lives is 

critically analyzed and recognized.  The foundation builds upon a liberal arts base that fosters an 

understanding of society as a complex organization of diverse people and ideas.  Social problems are 

understood as occurring within the nexus of culture, conflict, development, ecology, and systems and as 

such, efforts to help or intervene must include consideration of these forces.  Students will be able to 

critically identify and assess social problems, specifically attending to 1) how such problems are 

maintained, 2) how they impact the quality of peopleôs life, 3) cultural sensitivity and appreciation of 

marginalized people, and 4) how to actively promote social and economic justice.  In the foundation year, 

the focus is on the development of critical thinking skills in all the areas mentioned.    

 

Advanced Curriculum ï Advanced Social Work Practice 

 The advanced curriculum seeks to develop the utilization and application of critical thinking on 

all levels ï in reading professional writing and research, in studentsô practica, in the classroom, and in the 

studentsô own thinking.  Consistently monitoring practice ethically, evaluating theoretical principles and 

epistemologies, and utilizing technological advances become basic practice patterns.  Specific skill sets 

developed include:   1) Creating, organizing and integrating ideas and action on engaging diverse client 

systems effectively in change; 2) Assessing, conceptualizing and analyzing theoretical, practice and 

research problems from multiple perspectives and utilize critical thinking skills to formulate impressions 

based upon the data; 3) Analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating the evidence available to guide advanced 

social work practice; 4) Synthesizing, formulating and implementing a plan of action for social work 

practice that addresses complex issues and problems, builds consensus and incorporates multiple-level 

forces on client systems; 5) Analyzing and evaluating data of client progress and outcomes and assess 

implications and consequences of this progress and outcomes; 6) Synthesizing, creating, and organizing 

ideas from theory, research and practice for social justice; and 7) Demonstrating the ability to integrate 

culturally competent skills into all aspects of social work practice. 

These skills will be used to actively pursue social change, particularly with and on behalf of 

vulnerable and oppressed client systems.  Students will learn how to become leaders in social change 

efforts focused primarily on issues of poverty, discrimination, and other forms of social injustice. 

To assist graduates in their future professional careers, these skills are organized around three 

practice foci: 1) children and families, 2) health and mental health, and 3) community and international 

practice.  These domains give opportunity for students to focus on clustered learning within the context of 

these fields of practice.  Recognizing that the employment of students after graduation is often a function 

of geography and personal circumstance, the school allows students the programmatic option of 

combining interests among focus areas.   

While curricular options do exist for students to develop a certain subject-matter expertise, the 

recognition of the School that it needs to prepare students more broadly places the principal focus of the 

concentration work on a high-level critical thinking about social work engagement and also on the 

translational knowledge and skills that support the graduatesô movement from one field of practice to 

another.  Once students learn how to learn and how to think about social work practices, and they 

understand the components of ethical practice and the responsibility to increase specific field-of-practice 

expertise, they will be better equipped to practice in a world where knowledge changes and transforms 

what we do on a rapidly accelerating curve. 

 

Practicum Education  

For additional information, please go to: 

https://louisville.edu/kent/programs/Practicum/Practicum%20Information/  
 All students admitted to the 60 credit-hour program are required to complete satisfactorily SW 670, SW 

671, SW 672 and SW 673 (900 clock hours) in approved practicum sites. Students admitted to the 30 

credit-hour program are required to complete satisfactorily SW 672 and SW 673 (450 clock hours) 

https://louisville.edu/kent/programs/Practicum/Practicum%20Information/
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practicum in an approved site.  A growing number of students face the necessity of having to be 

employed Full-Time while undertaking their MSSW degree requirements.  The Kent School Faculty 

understands this and tries to address such circumstances through both the evening and weekend classroom 

course schedule and through limited options in undertaking the practicum requirements.  The Schoolôs 

present policies about on-job field placements are explained below and in The Practicum Education 

Handbook.  If employed in a human services agency meeting the Schoolôs criteria as a placement site, the 

student may apply to undertake the practicum at her/his place of employment.  This may be accomplished 

when the agency is willing to shift the studentôs work role and supervision in such a manner as necessary 

to meet the Schoolôs educational objectives for practicum instruction.  

Practicum education is offered in a concurrent format so that students enrolled in a practicum 

course simultaneously must be enrolled in a practice course, i.e.; SW 670 with SW 604, SW 671 with SW 

605, SW 672 with SW 640 (Adv Prac II), and SW 673 with SW 677 (Adv Prac III ). 

 

Policy Concerning On-Job Practicum 

A request for an on-job placement must be made at the time of application for the practicum.  

Students must have been employed within the agency where a placement is being requested a minimum 

of 6 months by the start of the practicum semester.  The on-job practicum must be different in scope and 

content from the studentôs regular job.  The practicum supervisor must hold an MSW degree from an 

accredited college and have 2 years of post-master's social work experience, and must be a different 

person than the studentôs work supervisor.  The educational objectives remain the same for on-job 

practica as for other practica.  Each request will be carefully reviewed by the Director of Field Education.  

Please see the Practicum Education web page for additional information about on-job practicum.  

 

Practicum Credit 

Course credit for the Practicum (3 hours for SW 670, SW 671, SW 672, or SW 673) is earned 

only when the practicum has been completed. Students who withdraw from the practicum do not earn any 

credit - either in terms of clock hours or course credit hours - for any time spent in the placement, just as 

students who withdraw from other courses do not earn any credit for the hours they have attended class. 

Under exceptional circumstances, when students are transferred from 1 placement setting to another by 

the Kent School Director of Field Education the number of clock hours - if any - credited for the initial 

placement is determined by the Faculty Practicum Liaison in consultation with the Director of Field 

Education.  Credit for such hours is not to be routinely expected by the student. Subsequent Faculty 

Practicum Liaisons and agencies may be willing to allow this credit and accept a transferred student for 

fewer than the number of clock hours typically required (450), but are not obliged to do so. 

 

Electives 

The Kent School of Social Work provides electives as enrichment to the specialized learning in 

the concentration year. Social work jobs call for skills and knowledge that are broader than any narrowly 

defined specialization. For example, mental health workers are asked to know psychopathology, 

substance abuse, managed care, AIDS, and a range of other substantive areas. Many school social 

workers share the need for the same content. In addition, it is noted that social workers frequently change 

jobs, often to another field of practice. Social work education seeks to teach students to think critically, 

analyze systematically, and know where to find information and resources within the context of social 

work history, development and values.  It is this type of education that best prepares students to function 

in a rapidly changing society. 

In this curriculum paradigm, electives are considered enrichment. Some of this enrichment is in 

the form of very specific course content that aligns with a specific focus area or specialization. For 

example, a person interested in the health and mental health focus area, may elect to take a course in 

psychopathology to prepare for work in a mental health center or private practice. In another case, the 

enrichment may take the form of a complementary course such as a student focused on children and 

families taking a management course to prepare for career possibilities or the student interested in 
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community and international practice, taking a course in family intervention to understand the 

complexities of family practice. Or, the enrichment may take the form of exploration as in the case of the 

student taking an aging or child welfare course to better understand those fields of practice and to prepare 

for various job prospects. Finally, the enrichment may include a course of general interest such as a 

womenôs issues course which crosses numerous focus areas, but may not correspond specifically to the 

direct focus of the student.  Students admitted into specializations or dual degree programs have limited 

abilities to choose electives.  For most of these special programs, specific electives are designated.  More 

details are given under the MSSW specializations and dual degree section. 

  

 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

MSSW 60-hour Regular Program  

Students who are admitted and do not have a Council on Social Work Education accredited 

Bachelor of Social Work degree enter the 60-hour REGULAR PROGRAM.  This program can be 

completed in different ways of which the shortest period is 2 years and the longest period is 4 years. 

Specific plans are outlined under Curriculum Plans.  The next table provides a basic description of the 

courses needed to complete this program (all courses are 3 credit hours each): 

 

Foundation Coursework 

Name and Number of Course Semesters offered 

601  Human Behavior and the Social Environment I (HBSE) Fall 

619  Human Behavior and the Social Environment II (HBSE) Spring 

602  Social Welfare Institutions, Policies and Services  Fall 

622  Issues in Policy & Service Delivery Spring 

603  Human Diversity Fall and Summer 

604  Social Work Practice I Fall 

605  Social Work Practice II Spring 

670 Foundation Social Work Practicum I (16 clock hours per week) Fall  

671 Foundation Social Work Practicum II (16 clock hours per week) Spring 

626 Research Methodology & Design Spring (only weekdays) and Summer 

Advanced Coursework (Pre-requisite:  all Foundation Courses) 

Name and Number of Course Semesters offered 

641 Advanced Social Work Practice I (must be taken in the same 

semester or in the Summer before 640) 

Summer and Fall 

640 Advanced Social Work Practice II Fall 

677 Advanced Social Work Practice III Spring 

668 Advanced Research Practice I Fall 

669 Advanced Research Practice II Spring 

672 Advanced Social Work Practicum I (16 clock hours per week) Fall 

673 Advanced Social Work  Practicum II (16 clock hours per week) Spring 

Electives (3 electives are required - 9 credit hours) Fall, Summer and Spring 

 

MSSW 30-hour Advanced Standing Program 

Students holding a CSWE accredited Bachelor of Social Work degree with a cumulative grade 

point average of 3.00 who have demonstrated good academic performance in their social work courses 

may be enrolled in the 30-hour ADVANCED STANDING  Program.  This program equates to 

completing the 30- hour advanced portion of the 60-hour program. No academic credit is given for life or 

work experience.  Advanced Standing is limited to applicants who have earned BSW degrees within the 

last 5 years, at the time of enrollment in the Kent School.  This program can be completed in different 
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ways, of which the shortest period is 1 year and the longest period is 2 years. Specific plans are outlined 

under Curriculum Plans. The next table provides a basic description of the courses needed to complete 

this program (all courses are 3 credit hours each): 

Advanced Coursework (Pre-requisite:  BSW) 

Name and Number of Course Semesters offered 

641 Advanced Social Work Practice I (must be taken in the same 

semester or in the Summer before 640) 

Summer and Fall 

640 Advanced Social Work Practice II Fall 

677 Advanced Social Work Practice III Spring 

668 Advanced Research Practice I Fall 

669 Advanced Research Practice II Spring 

672 Advanced Social Work Practicum I (16 clock hours per week) Fall 

673 Advanced Social Work Practicum II (16 clock hours per week) Spring 

Electives (3 electives are required - 9 credit hours) Fall, Summer and Spring 

 

MSSW Weekend Program 

The Kent School offers a program primarily for working students or commuters from other areas 

to earn an MSSW degree by attending classes on Saturday.  This program duplicates the weekday 

program.  The Weekend Program is structured principally as a 3- or 4-year program in which all courses 

are offered on Saturday.  Students may combine coursework on Friday and during summers to complete 

the program in 2 calendar years.  Students who are employed Full-Time are discouraged from trying to 

complete the rigorous academic schedule in 2 years and encouraged to consider the 3 year track.   

Students who attend the Weekend Program have the same requirements and the same privileges 

as those attending during the week. Students may still be required to take their practicum hours during the 

week.  They may also find trouble finding an elective of their choosing on a weekend, requiring them to 

take the electives they want during the week.  
 

Brescia Satellite MSSW Program 

The Kent School of Social Work, in an ongoing collaborative effort to take its MSSW program to 

professionals in more remote areas who already have a baccalaureate degree in social work (BSW), offers 

an Alternative MSSW Program in conjunction with Brescia University.  The alternative program is 

designed to be convenient to people living in western Kentucky, southern Indiana and northwest 

Tennessee.  Students who do not hold a BSW degree from an accredited social work program or whose 

BSW degree was earned more than five years ago will be required to complete the 60-hour regular 

program.  The first 30 credits will need to be taken at the Louisville campus.   

The Brescia Satellite MSSW Program blends the skills, talents and resources of Brescia 

University and University of Louisville.  The alternative program allows social workers an avenue for 

professional advancement while continuing to serve their clients in the area.  The Alternative MSSW 

Program includes the same curriculum, policies, and standards as the Kent School's accredited MSSW 

Program.  Program operation is determined each year on the basis of at least 10 students participating 

from the site.  The degree is awarded by the University of Louisville. 

A part-time faculty representative of the Kent School has an office at Brescia University.  Kent 

School part-time faculty delivers all on-site classes.  The representative collaborates with the Kent 

Schoolôs Director of Field Education so that a studentôs practicum will be near the place of their 

residence.  The current site representative is Marilyn Younger that can be contacted via e-mail at 

marilyny@brescia.edu or via phone at 502-686-4220.  

Since the Brescia Satellite MSSW Program puts additional pressure on the Kent School's limited 

resources, a couple of restrictions apply.  First, the schedule of when advanced classes are offered is based 

on the availability of part-time faculty at Brescia University.  Students will have a more limited selection 

of elective courses to choose from, as compared to those on the Louisville campus.  Instead, students can 

mailto:marilyny@brescia.edu
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express their interest in elective courses at the beginning of the academic year.  The Kent School will 

consider students' interests, but must also consider the availability of qualified faculty and resources.   

Practicum education will be arranged near the student's place of work and will be offered as a two 

consecutive semester placement for the fall and spring semesters only (See the specific program under 

Curriculum Plans). Pr 

 

Credit for Learning  Program (CFL) --Only available for Cabinet for Health and Family 

Services Employees 
The Credit for Learning Program (CFL) is an innovative partnership between the University of 

Louisville (UL), the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, University of Kentucky (UK), Western 

Kentucky University (WKU) and Eastern Kentucky University (EKU) designed specifically to advance 

the professional development of child welfare practitioners.  The program offers new and tenured 

protection and permanency workers the opportunity to take graduate social work courses and earn up to 9 

elective credit hours as a non-degree graduate student or as a current Kent School degree seeking student. 

These courses fulfill some of the professional development requirements for new and tenured protection 

and permanency employees of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.    

 

CFL Program Requirements 

Cabinet employees can complete all three of their electives through the CFL Program.  The 

electives can be taken at any of the participating universities.  All CFL classes not taken at UofL must be 

transferred in by Kent School through the normal process and students are responsible to ensure that 

transcripts are submitted to the Coordinator of CFL at Kent School in a timely manner.  Only grades of B 

or better will be transferred in and none of these classes will count towards the cumulative GPA on the 

studentôs transcript.  Therefore, only courses taken at the Kent School will count towards the cumulative 

GPA.  It is strongly recommended that students complete all of their CFL classes before their last 

semester at Kent.  Taking a CFL class in the semester in which they will graduate could delay the posting 

of the MSSW degree on their transcript. 

If students begin their employment with the Cabinet in the middle of a semester, they must be 

careful not to exceed any course load requirements for a semester when enrolling into a CFL class (16 

credit hours allowed per semester).  Under certain circumstances, the student may be required to drop one 

of the required core courses in order to be enrolled in a CFL class.  Students must contact the Coordinator 

of CFL if they anticipate any conflict between their Kent School classes and their CFL classes.  If 

students in the non-degree program decide to apply for the MSSW program, they can transfer up to 9 

elective credits into their MSSW degree to count as their electives.  They can only transfer classes that 

were taken within six years of the start of their MSSW program.   

 

International Social Work Program 

Kent School has a very active international program.  Since 1990, Kent students have studied in 

Germany, South Africa, Argentina, Hungary, Italy and England.  In the last 10 years, over 100 students 

from Germany have studied at Kent School as part of this international exchange.  In addition, the school 

typically has at least one Fulbright scholar student from Germany studying at Kent each year.  Faculty 

have been visiting scholars/lecturers at the Kent School from such countries as Germany, South Africa, 

Finland, Poland, Hungary, Italy, Russia and China. 

The Kent School has formal exchange agreements with Oulu Polytechnic, Finland; Catholic 

School of Social Work, Munich, Germany; College of Health, Nyiregyhaza, Hungary; Rand Afrikaans 

University, Johannesburg, South Africa; and West China University of Medical Sciences, Chengdu, 

China. 

Students interested in the international program are encouraged to discuss opportunities with Dr. 

Thomas R. Lawson, Director of the International Program. 
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MSSW SPECIALIZATIO NS AND DUAL DEGREES 

 
The Kent School of Social Work offers the opportunity for qualified students to enroll in 

specializations and dual degree programs.  Currently, four different specializations are offered: a) a  

specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy (MSSW-MFT): b) a specialization in School Social Work 

(MSSW-SSW);  c) a specialization in Alcohol and Drug Counseling (MSSW-ADCS);  and, d) a 

specialization in Gerontology (MSSW-GER). 

Kent School also offers four dual degree programs:  a) MSSW/Juris Doctor at the Louis D. 

Brandeis School of Law at the University of Louisville (MSSW/JD); b) MSSW/Master of Divinity at the 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (MSSW/MDiv); c) MSSW/Master of Arts in Pan-African 

Studies in the Department of Pan-African Studies at the University of Louisville (MSSW/PAS); and d) 

MSSW/Master of Arts in Womenôs and Gender Studies in the Department of Womenôs and Gender 

Studies at the University of Louisville (MSSW/WGST).  These programs recognize the value of 

interdisciplinary study and encourage students with interests in social work, law, ministry, Pan-African 

studies, or Womenôs and Gender studies to pursue degrees simultaneously.   

 
MSSW with specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy (MSSW-MFT)  

The Master of Science in Social Work-Marriage and Family Therapy Specialization program is 

dedicated to developing professionals in Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) to work with families 

within their community contexts. This program prepares students to help families-at-risk by offering an 

excellent education that focuses on strengthening individuals, families, and communities. The program 

focuses on innovative applications of family systems, communication, social construction, and social 

justice theories.  This specialization gives social work students the opportunity to focus on families and 

incorporate MFT skills in their social work practice. Coursework focuses on theoretical foundations, 

practical application, ethics, integration of research, theory and practice, and supervised clinical practice. 

Teaching social workers MFT skills fulfills Kentôs mission to effect durable change, not only for the 

families they work with, but also for the communities in which these families live and work.  

The University of Louisville has a long history of involvement in this important area. It began 

offering its first MFT courses in the 1970s and in 1983 offered students a post-Masters certificate through 

the School of Allied Health. Eleven years later, the Family Therapy Program became a part of the Kent 

School of Social Work.  This is currently the only program of its kind in the nation ðit is the only 

officially recognized MFT program housed in a school of social work. 

Today, there are 2 different ways to pursue specialized study of MFT at the University of 

Louisville. The first is by completing the Master of Science in Social Work with a specialization in 

Marriage and Family Therapy (MSSW-MFT). Students earn their MSSW along with credentials in MFT. 

The second way to obtain specialized MFT education is through the Post Masters Certificate in MFT. 

Students enter with a Masterôs degree and earn their MFT credentials (information on the Post Masters 

Certificate is provided later in this catalogue). The MSSW-MFT Specialization and Post Masters 

Certificate curricula meet course requirements for Kentucky licensure and clinical membership in the 

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT). Both programs are accredited by the 

Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education.  

 

MSSW-MFT Program Requirements 

The MSSW-MFT specialization can be completed in either two or three years, and is only 

available to students admitted to the 60-hour MSSW program. Requirements include:  (1) six 

semester hours of coursework in addition to the 60 hours required for the MSSW degree; (2) eight 

semester hours of ongoing individual and group supervision; and, (3) foundation and advanced practicum 

placements at approved marriage and family therapy practicum sites.   
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MSSW with specialization in Marriage and Family Therapy Preparation (MSSW-MFT Prep) 

The Master of Science in Social Work-Marriage and Family Therapy Preparation sequence is not 

equivalent to the MSSW/MFT Specialization (due to the shorter time frame) but is designed to help the 

Advanced Standing student add MFT training to their MSSW program, as well as providing them the 

option of continuing to work on MFT licensure upon graduation (in the Post-Masterôs MFT program, 

more information on this Post-Masterôs Certificate program is provided later on in this catalogue). 

 

MSSW-SSW Program Requirements 

The MSSW-MFT specialization can be completed in one year, and is only available to students 

admitted to the 30-hour MSSW program. Requirements include:  (1) eight semester hours of 

coursework in addition to the 60 hours required for the MSSW degree; and, (2) three advanced practicum 

placements at approved marriage and family therapy practicum sites.   

 

MSSW with specialization in School Social Work (MSSW-SSW) 

The Master of Science in Social Work-School Social Work Specialization program is designed to 

prepare students for careers in school settings. The goals of the SSW specialization are to (1) prepare 

Masters level social workers who can help children and their families overcome barriers to learning 

through interventions in the home, school and community; (2) enable matriculating students, graduates, 

and other qualified MSWs to meet the Education Professional Standards Boardôs (EPSB) requirements 

for school social work certification; and (3) encourage communities to develop and maintain effective 

school social work services throughout the state.  Students can also earn course credits towards a post-

masters certificate in School Social Work.  Information on the Post Masters Certificate is provided later in 

this catalogue. 

 

MSSW-SSW Program Requirements 

The specialization is integrated within the Kent School Masters curriculum. The MSSW at Kent 

is based on a 60-hour degree program for traditional students and 30-hour program for advanced standing 

students.   Both 30-hour and 60-hour MSSW students can pursue a School Social Work Specialization. 

The specialization requires currently enrolled MSSW students to complete: (1) 6 hours of field education 

placement (SW 672 and SW 673) in an approved school setting during the studentôs advanced year; (2) 

SW 630: School Social Work: Policy and Practice (3 hrs.); (3) EDSP 540 Introduction to Exceptional 

Children (3 hr); (4) EDSP 644 Applied Behavior Analysis (3 hr); and, (5) a student portfolio. 

 
MSSW with  Alcohol and Drug Counselor Specialization (MSSW-ADCS)  

The Master of Science in Social Work-Alcohol and Drug Counselor Specialization program is 

intended to prepare students for careers as addiction counselors. Substance abuse is among the nationôs 

most costly and severe health-care disorders. As a result, substance abuse is attracting increasing attention 

and funding. A shortage of qualified addiction counselors exists, so employment prospects are good. 

Alcohol and drug counselors with CADC certification are valued, often receiving compensation 

comparable to those who attain the Licensed Clinical Social Work qualification. Students pursuing a 

career in clinical substance abuse treatment may begin to fulfill the CADC requirements while completing 

their Master of Science in Social Work (MSSW) degree. Kent Schoolôs recommended ADCS course of 

study accommodates MSSW students and will: (1) satisfy many certification requirements; (2) offer 

specialized knowledge and skills; (3) position the student to advance in an array of substance abuse 

treatment roles; and (4) connect the student with faculty mentors and community advisors.  

 

MSSW-ADCS Program Requirements 

The following course of study is required: (1) 3 elective classes including SW 662: Substance 

Abuse; SW 660:  Motivation and Change; and, SW 661: Special Issues in Alcohol and Drug Counseling 

(which includes 6 hours of ethics training and 2 hours of HIV training that are required for the CADC); 

and, (2) 6 hours of field education placement (SW 672 and SW 673) in an approved substance abuse 
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counseling setting, preferably supervised by someone who has their CADC Certification, during the 

studentôs advanced year. 

 

MSSW with specialization in Gerontology (MSSW-GER) 

The Master of Science in Social Work-Gerontology Specialization program prepares students for 

careers in aging.  Social workers in aging help older adults and their families navigate through complex 

and seemingly impenetrable systems to access needed services. They are also equipped to monitor 

effectiveness and appropriateness of health and social services to ensure cost effectiveness (Scharlach, et 

al., 2000). The position paper on geriatric social work education, prepared by the Council on Social Work 

Education (2002), lists the following areas of expertise that the social worker brings to the 

interdisciplinary geriatric team:  (a) Social workers safeguard and enhance the quality of life for an aging 

population; (b) Social workers are well trained in case management; (c) Social workers are competent 

service providers for the poor; (d) Social workers are effective in providing meaningful roles and 

opportunities for the aging; and, (e) Social workers are skilled in addressing intergenerational family 

needs. 

Currently there is a pressing need to train social workers in aging issues. The National 

Association of Deans and Directors of Schools of Social Work, along with the New York Academy of 

Medicine, has undertaken a national strategy to foster resource development and advance social work 

expertise in working with older adults.  The workforce demand projected for gerontological social 

workers is an urgent cause for action. While the NIA estimated in 1987 that there were fewer than 30,000 

social workers working with the elderly, it projected a need for 60,000 to 70,000 social workers by 2010 

when the Baby Boomers begin to retire (CSWE, 2002, p.1). Both aging-focused and intergenerational 

competencies must be fostered, and aging-related issues, challenges and examples ñinfusedò throughout 

the social work curriculum (NADD Task Force on Aging, 2001). 

 NASW just announced new credentials in aging, where students can now, after earning their 

MSSW with a specialization in gerontology, and after writing the state licensure exam, apply to become a 

Certified Advanced Social Worker in Gerontology.   

 
MSSW-GER Program Requirements 

 Kent School is one of a handful of colleges and universities across the country that was selected, 

after a competitive process, to offer an innovative new program, the Practicum Partnership Program, to 

students interested in the field of gerontology.  The program differs from traditional MSSW programs 

because of its partnership model between universities and community organizations and because it offers 

students multiple field rotations so they receive a rich grounding in the full range of older adult social 

work settings.  As part of this program, students are involved in an intense educational experience where 

the focus is on developing leadership competencies in the field of aging.   

The following course of study is required: (1) 3 elective classes including SW 681: Social 

Gerontology; SW 682: Social Work Practice with Older Persons; and either SW 615: Mental Health, SW 

636: Death and Grief, SW 642: Psychopathology, SW 662: Substance Abuse, SW 684: Spirituality and 

SW; (2) A rotation practicum as part of the PPP program during the studentôs advanced year (SW 672 and 

SW 673); (3) 1 additional credit hour each semester of PPP supervision (SW 686 & SW 687), that 

includes monthly community seminars.   

With support from the New York Academy of Medicineôs Social Work Leadership Institute, the 

John A. Hartford Foundation, and Kent Scholarship funds, some students accepted into the specialization 

will receive a partial, in-state tuition scholarship.  Students meeting the 1/15 early consideration 

deadline will be given preference when awarding scholarships.  Applicants who apply after 1/15 may 

still be considered for participation in the specialization and must still submit all requirements as noted on 

the scholarship essay (resume, 4-page essay) to Dr. Bowland, but with the understanding that scholarship 

money will no longer be available. 
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MSSW with specialization in Mental Health (MSSW-MHS) 

The Master of Science in Social Work-Mental Health Specialization program is designed to 

prepare students to enter into the mental health field by focusing on theoretical perspectives regarding the 

course and etiology of mental illness, diagnostic and assessment skills, evidence-based approaches, 

knowledge of mental health services, policies, and programs in the context of social work practices and 

values.  Students complete their advance practicum rotation in a mental health setting providing an 

opportunity to build collaborative and interdisciplinary skills and professional identity by integrating 

knowledge with an intricate understanding of mental health practice, policy and service delivery. 

 

MSSW-MHS Program Requirements 

The specialization is integrated within the Kent School Masters curriculum. The MSSW at Kent 

is based on a 60-hour degree program for traditional students and 30-hour program for advanced standing 

students.   Both 30-hour and 60-hour MSSW students can pursue a Mental Health Specialization. The 

specialization requires currently enrolled MSSW students to complete: (1) 6 hours of field education 

placement (SW 672 and SW 673) in an approved mental health agency during the studentôs advanced 

year; (2) SW 615 Mental Health (3 hrs.); (3) SW 642 Psychopathology (3 hr); (4) SW 657 Group 

Methods (3 hr); and, (5) SW 691/692 Mental Health Specialization Integrative Seminar I & II (1 hr each). 

 

MSSW/Juris Doctor Dual Degree Program (MSSW/JD) 

Social workers and lawyers often seek to address identical or related societal concerns, albeit 

from different perspectives; understanding both disciplines embraces oneôs effectiveness in both 

professional capacities. Law courses strengthen the social workerôs understanding of legal doctrine and 

structures that have impact on social institutions and human conditions; social work courses help lawyers 

to better understand human behavior, conflict resolution and social welfare institutions.   

 

MSSW/JD Program Requirements 

Students who participate in the dual degree program may reduce the aggregate credit hour 

requirement by 21 hours and earn MSSW and JD degrees in approximately 4 calendar years. Interested 

applicants must make separate applications to each school and be admitted independently by both the 

Kent School of Social Work and the Louis D. Brandeis School of Law.   

Students may begin their studies in either school. The Kent School also permits any social work 

student who already has earned a JD degree from an ABA accredited law school within the preceding 5 

years to petition for allowance of up to 9 law credits toward the elective requirements of the MSSW 

degree.  The advanced social work practicum is completed in a legal setting. After being accepted into the 

MSSW program, students will need to provide the Kent School with a letter of acceptance from the 

Brandeis School of Law to be considered officially enrolled in a dual degree program. 

 

MSSW/Masters of Divinity  Dual Degree Program (MSSW/MDiv)  

Social work and ministry concern themselves with issues of human well-being, social justice, 

families, communities and many other areas of common interest. While each brings a different 

perspective, these 2 disciplines are viewed as having compatibility and strength upon which one may 

draw. The Church, as a center of communion and community provides a context around which each of 

these professions can create avenues of healing and community building. 
 

MSSW/MDiv Program Requirements 

Students who participate in the dual degree program may reduce the aggregate credit hour 

requirement by 42 hours and earn MSSW and MDiv degrees in approximately 4 calendar years.  

Interested applicants must make separate applications to each school and be admitted independently by 

both the Kent School of Social Work and the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  

Students may begin their studies in either school. The Kent School also permits any social work 

student who already has earned an MDiv degree from a regionally accredited seminary within the 
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preceding 5 years to petition for allowance of up to 9 seminary credits toward the elective requirements of 

the MSSW degree.  The advanced social work practicum is completed in a faith-based agency. After 

being accepted into the MSSW program, students will need to provide the Kent School with a letter of 

acceptance from the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary to be considered officially enrolled in 

a dual degree program. 

 

MSSW/Pan African Studies Dual Degree Program (MSSW/PAS) 

The dual MSSW/PAS program recognizes the value of professional education in two interrelated 

fields and encourages students who have an interest in both Pan-African Studies and Social Work to 

pursue these degrees simultaneously.  Pan-African Studies courses strengthen the social workerôs 

understanding of the historical foundations for policies and structures that have an impact on social 

institutions and human conditions; social work courses help Pan-African scholars and activists to better 

understand human behavior, conflict resolution and social welfare institutions. A Pan-African Studies and 

Social Work combination provides the tools of social change for an historic problem of racial injustice.  

 

MSSW/PAS Program Requirements 

Separately, the 2 degrees require 93 credit hours, 60 for Kent and 33 for PAS. Students who 

participate in the dual program may earn both degrees by completing 66 credit hours, reducing the 

aggregate credit hour requirement by 27 hours. Included in these hours are the 2 year-long Kent School 

practicum experiences, with the second practicum tailored to focus on issues of African Americans, 

adding that content and experience for the student.  After being accepted into the MSSW program, 

students will need to provide the Kent School with a letter of acceptance from the Pan-African Studies 

program to be considered officially enrolled in a dual degree program. 

Students who participate in the dual degree program may reduce the aggregate credit hour 

requirement by 27 hours and earn MSSW and PAS degrees in approximately two calendar years.  

Interested applicants must make separate applications to each school and be admitted independently by 

both the Kent School of Social Work and the Pan-African Studies program.  

Students may begin their studies in either school. The Kent School also permits any social work 

student who already has earned a PAS degree from a regionally accredited seminary within the preceding 

5 years to petition for allowance of up to 9 PAS credits toward the elective requirements of the MSSW 

degree.  The advanced social work practicum is completed in an agency tailored to focus on issues of 

African Americans. After being accepted into the MSSW program, students will need to provide the Kent 

School with a letter of acceptance from the Pan-African Studies Program at the University of Louisville to 

be considered officially enrolled in a dual degree program. 

 
MSSW/Women & Gender Studies Dual Degree Program (MSSW/WGST) 

The dual MSSW/WGST program recognizes the value of professional education in 2 interrelated 

fields and encourages students who have an interest in both Womenôs and Gender Studies and Social 

Work to pursue these degrees simultaneously.  Womenôs and Gender Studies courses strengthen the 

social workerôs understanding of the historical foundations for policies and structures that have an impact 

on social institutions and human conditions; social work courses help Womenôs and Gender Studies 

scholars and activists to better understand human behavior, conflict resolution and social welfare 

institutions. A Womenôs and Gender Studies and Social Work combination provides the tools of social 

change for an historic problem of gender inequality and injustice.  

 

MSSW/WGST Program Requirements 

Separately, the 2 degrees require 96 credit hours, 60 for Kent and 36 for WGST. Students who 

participate in the dual program may earn both degrees by completing 72 credit hours, reducing the 

aggregate credit hour requirement by 24 hours. Included in these hours are the 2 year-long Kent School 

practicum experiences, with the second practicum tailored to focus on issues of gender and women, 

adding that content and experience for the student.  After being accepted into the MSSW program, 
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students will need to provide the Kent School with a letter of acceptance from the Womenôs and Gender 

Studies program to be considered officially enrolled in a dual degree program. 
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2011/2012 MSSW CURRICULUM PLANS  
 

 When registering for classes each semester, students should refer to their curriculum plan. The 

curriculum plans are used to ensure that students proceed through the MSSW program as quickly and 

successfully as possible.  Students are required to follow their chosen curriculum plan every semester 

when registering for courses.  Please note: All students initial an agreement when admitted that they will 

follow their chosen curriculum plan while at the Kent School.  Before making any changes to their chosen 

curriculum plan, students must have the approval of the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Dr. Anna 

Faul (acfaul01@louisville.edu).  Adding/Dropping classes not indicated on the curriculum plan may delay 

the studentsô graduation date and/or affect their financial aid award!   
 

Go to the appropriate section to select a curriculum plan: 

 Section 1 - 60-Hour Curriculum Plans; 

 Section 2 - 76-Hour Curriculum Plans (MSSW-MFT Specialization);  

 Section 3 - 60-Hour Curriculum Plans (Dual Degree Programs);  

 Section 4 - 30-Hour Curriculum Plans; and  

 Section 5 - 30-Hour Curriculum Plans (Brescia Satellite Program) 
 

Important notes about the MSSW Curriculum Plans 
 

 Regular Program or 60-hour students will have a curriculum plan with a single letter.  Advanced 

Standing or 30-hour students will have a curriculum plan with double letters.   

 Most curriculum plans begin in the Fall Semester.  Some of the plans for Advanced Standing (30-hour) 

students begin in the Summer, please take note of this special starting semester. 

 During the Fall and Spring semesters, full-time status equals 9 -16 credit hours, part-time status equals 

6 credit hours.  During the Summer semester, full-time status equals 4.5 credit hours, part-time status 

equals 3 credit hours. 

 For 60-hour students: During your foundation year, your curriculum plan will be the generic 60 hour 

plan without any specialization (plans A ï F).  Only students in the MSSW-MFT specialization are 

admitted into the specialization before they begin the foundation year. 

 For 30-hour students: Please apply to the Director/Coordinator of a specialization before selecting your 

advanced practicum site, if you are interested.  Dual Degree programs and the MFT specialization are 

not available to 30-hour students.  

 Classes on Belknap campus are offered 3 times a day on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 9:30 

am ï 12 pm; 1 pm ï 3:30 pm; 5 ï 7:30 pm.  On Wednesday, classes are offered 1 pm ï 3:30 pm; 5 ï 

7:30 pm only.  On Saturdays, classes are offered 9:30 am ï 12 pm and 1 pm ï 3:30 pm. Each 3 credit 

hour graduate MSSW course is scheduled to meet one day each week. Studentsô schedules (i.e., the 

day and time students are in the classroom) are determined by how they schedule themselves into 

classes. 

View the Course Schedule: 

Go to http://htmlaccess.louisville.edu/classSchedule/setupSearchClassSchedule.cfm, Term: semester 

& year to be viewed; Subject: Social Work; Press Search Button. DO THIS BEFORE GOING TO 

ULINK AND WRITE DOWN THE 4-5 DIGIT CLASS NUMBER.  
 

Register for Courses: 

Go to www.ulink.louisville.edu, sign in, Student Services tab, Registration: Add Classes 

 

 

 

If you are a Transfer or Exceptional Case student, please contact Angie Napier 

(angie.napier@louisville.edu) before registering for classes.  You will need a specialized curriculum plan. 

 

mailto:acfaul01@louisville.edu
http://htmlaccess.louisville.edu/classSchedule/setupSearchClassSchedule.cfm
http://www.ulink.louisville.edu/
mailto:angie.napier@louisville.edu
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Section 1: 60-Hour Curriculum Plans  

 
The different available options are summarized in the following table.  After the table the 

specific curriculum plans are shown with the required courses for each semester.  Plans E and F 

do not allow a specialization in the advanced year.   

60-HOUR PROGRAM  
Name of plan 

A.  2 Year Full-Time Plan 
B.  2 Year Full-Time Friday/Saturday Plan  
C.  3 Year Full-Time Plan 
D.  3 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Plan 
E.  3 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Saturday Plan  
F.  4 Year Mixed Full- and Part-Time Saturday Plan  

 

Curriculum Plan A:  2 Year Full -Time Plan 
Non-specialization students may take their choice of electives only in the semesters listed. 

First Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 601 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, 

Policies & Services  

SW 603 Human Diversity 

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

SW 626 Research Methodology & Design 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum II* 

No Courses 

Second Year 

Fall Spring  

SW 641 Advanced SW Practice I 

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II** 

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Advanced SW Practicum I** 

Elective 1  

SW 677 Advanced SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Advanced SW Practicum II** 

Elective 2 

Elective 3 

Graduate in May 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 
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Curriculum Plan B:  2 Year Full -Time Friday/Saturday Plan 
 Kent School cannot guarantee that all 3 elective requirements will be offered on Friday or Saturday.  To fulfill the 3 

elective requirements, students are eligible to (a) use Credit for Learning classes to count toward their MSSW degree; or (b) take 

online elective courses.   Non-specialization students may take their choice of electives only in the semesters listed. 

First Year 

Fall Spring Summer  

SW 601 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, Policies 

& Services  

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum II* 

SW 603 Human 

Diversity 

SW 626 Research 

Methodology & 

Design 

Second Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 641 Adv SW Practice I**  

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II** 

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Adv SW Practicum I** 

SW 677 Adv SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Adv SW Practicum II** 

Elective 1 

Elective 2 

Elective 3 

 

Graduate in August 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 641, SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

 

 
 

 

Curriculum Plan C:  3 Year Full -Time Plan 
Non-specialization students may take their choice of electives only in the semesters listed. 

First Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 601 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, 

Policies & Services  

SW 603 Human Diversity 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

Elective 1 

 

Second Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

Elective 2 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum II* 

Elective 3 

SW 626 Research 

Methodology & Design 

SW 641 Adv SW Practice I 

Third Year  

Fall Spring  

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II**  

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Adv SW Practicum I**  

SW 677 Adv SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Adv SW Practicum II** 

Graduate in May 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 
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Curriculum Plan D:  3 Year Mixed Full - and Part-Time Plan 
Non-specialization students may take their choice of electives only in the semesters listed.  

First Year 

Fall Spring  Summer 

SW 601 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, 

Policies & Services 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the Social 

Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

SW 603 Human Diversity 

Elective 1 

Second Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

Elective 2 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum II* 

Elective 3 

SW 626 Research Methodology & 

Design 

SW 641 Adv SW Practice I 

Third Year  

Fall Spring  

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II** 

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Adv SW Practicum I** 

SW 677 Advanced SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Adv SW Practicum II** 

Graduate in May 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

 

 

Curriculum Plan E:  3 Year Mixed Full - and Part-Time Saturday Plan 
Kent School cannot guarantee that all 3 elective requirements will be offered on Saturday.  To fulfill the 3 elective 

requirements, students are eligible to (a) use Credit for Learning classes to count toward their MSSW degree; or (b) 

take online elective courses.   This plan is not available to specialization students. 

First Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 601 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, 

Policies & Services 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

SW 603 Human Diversity 

Elective 1 

Second Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

Elective 2 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum 

II*  

Elective 3 

SW 626 Research Methodology & 

Design 

SW 641 Adv SW Practice I 

Third Year  

Fall Spring  

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II** 

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Adv SW Practicum I** 

SW 677 Adv SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Adv SW Practicum II** 

Graduate in May 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 
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Curriculum Plan F:  4 Year Mixed Full - and Part-Time Saturday Plan 
Kent School cannot guarantee that all 3 elective requirements will be offered on Saturday.  To fulfill the 3 elective 

requirements, students are eligible to (a) use Credit for Learning classes to count toward their MSSW degree; or (b) 

take online elective courses.   This plan is not available to specialization students. 
First Year 

Fall Spring  Summer 

SW 601 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment I 

SW 602 Social Welfare Institutions, 

Policies & Services 

SW 619 Human Behavior & the 

Social Environment II 

SW 622 Issues in Policy and Service 

Delivery 

SW 603 Human Diversity 

  

Second Year 

Fall Spring Summer 

SW 604 SW Practice I* 

SW 670 Foundation SW Practicum I* 

SW 605 SW Practice II* 

SW 671 Foundation SW Practicum 

II*  

No courses 

Third Year  

Fall Spring Summer 

Elective 1 

Elective 2 

SW 626 Research Methodology & 

Design 

Elective 3 

SW 641 Adv SW Practice I 

Fourth Year 

Fall Spring  

SW 640 Adv SW Practice II** 

SW 668 Adv Research Practice I 

SW 672 Adv SW Practicum I** 

SW 677 Adv SW Practice III** 

SW 669 Adv Research Practice II 

SW 673 Adv SW Practicum II** 

Graduate in May 

 

*SW 604 & SW 670 (Fall) and SW 605 & SW 671 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

**SW 640 & SW 672 (Fall) and SW 677 & SW 673 (Spring) must be taken simultaneously. 

 

Specializations for 60-Hour  Curriculum Plan s 

For specialization students, the electives and the advanced practicum (SW 672 & SW 673) are determined by the 

specialization.  Please see the notes below to determine which electives must be taken to meet the requirements of 

the specialization.  We cannot guarantee that these specialization classes will be offered at days and times that best 

meet your schedule, please review the Schedule of Courses to determine what semester the classes are offered. In 

addition, some of these classes may be offered online and will be subject to higher tuition rates. 

 
MSSW-School Social Work  
SW 630 School Social Work 

EDSP 540 Introduction to Exceptional Children 

EDSP 644 Applied Behavior Analysis 

 

MSSW-Gerontology 
SW 681 Social Gerontology 

SW 682 Social Work with Older Persons 

One of: SW 615 Mental Health, SW 636 Death & Grief, 

SW 642 Psychopathology, SW 662 Substance Abuse, 

SW 684 Spirituality and SW 

 

Additional Gerontology Requirements:  

SW 686 PPP Supervision I (must be taken with SW 640 

Adv SW Practice II and SW 672 Adv Practicum I)  

SW 687 PPP Supervision II (must be taken with SW 677 

Adv SW Practice III and SW 673 Adv Practicum II) 

MSSW-Alcohol & Drug Counseling  
SW 660 Motivation & Change 

SW 661 Advanced Issues in Substance Abuse Treatment 

SW 662 Substance Abuse 

 

 

MSSW-Mental Health 
SW 615 Mental Health 

SW 642 Psychopathology 

SW 657 Group Methods 

 

Additional Mental Health Requirements: 

SW 691 MH Integrative Seminar I (must be taken with SW 

640 Adv SW Practice II and SW 672 Adv Practicum I) 

SW 692 MH Integrative Seminar II (must be taken with 

SW 677 Adv SW Practice III and SW 673 Adv 

Practicum II)




