
Curriculum Philosophy: Cognitive 
Flexibility (Spiro, 1990)

Critical thinkingCritical Thinking
(Scriven & Paul, 2004)

Conceptualize
Analyze
Evaluate
Synthesize
Apply
Communicate

Curriculum Context

Foundation:
Generalist Perspective
Systemic Levels
Iden.& Assess Problems
Advance:
Helping Process
Practice Patterns
Social Change
Three Practice Foci –

Children & Families
Health & Mental Health
Community & Internat. 

Practice

Problems &
Systems of 
Increased
Difficulty,

Complexity
& Depth

Apply Within To Cognizant of

Social Justice
Cultural Diversity
Ethical implications

To Produce
Competent learners:
Who think critically what they do, 
why they do it and what outcomes
they want to achieve;
Who practice in a world where
knowledge changes and transfers
rapidly.   

As a guide to 
belief or 
action



Instructional Philosophy

Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum Format (1991)

More 
Challenging 
material
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