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From the Dean’s Desk 

C hange is a term very familiar 
to social work.  We work as 

“agents of change”; the concept 
of social change is the heartbeat 
of the profession.  So, when a 
new president is inaugurated on 
the premise of change and hope, 
my ears perk up and my blood 
rushes.  History will determine the 
extent of that change and its im-
pact, but forever engraved on 
history’s marker is that a person 
of color was elected for the first 
time to this office.  For some of 
us, it was never imagined to hap-
pen in our lifetimes. 

 I am starting to sound like 
my grandfather, rocking on his 
back porch recalling how it was.  
That said, I remember as it was 
only yesterday marching for civil 
rights as a young seminarian on 
the streets of Pittsburgh, with peo-

ple throwing things at us and lash-
ing us with epithets.  While I was 
riding that crest of social change, I 
neither fully understood what was 
at stake, nor did I know the impact 
it would have on so many individu-
als and communities.  I stand in 
awe at progress and change, even 
as I embrace a profession that 
teaches it. 

 As change evolves in 
the context of our lives, our 
work, our school, it is my hope 
that we have been partners in 
shaping it, in creating a more 
just environment for lives to 
prosper – so that all of us can 

rock on that back porch and 
remember how far we’ve come. 

Kent Students 

In Action 

Kent students joined over 800 Kentuckians 
from over 50 counties in Frankfort for Chil-
drenôs Advocacy Day at the Capitol. They 
urged legislators to make Kentuckyôs chil-
dren a priority when making decisions this 
session. First Lady, Jane Beshear joined 
youth from Harlan, Fayette, Jessamine, 
and Jefferson Counties to lead a 10:00 am 
rally in the Capitol Rotunda. Speakers fo-
cused on priority items in the Blueprint for 
Kentucky's Children, a six-year agenda to 
improve child well-being in Kentucky. Fol-
lowing the rally, participants either at-
tended legislative committee hearings and/
or met with their state legislators. 
http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/
Childrens_Day/ 
 

 Remember: Keeping Children Safe is 

Everyone's Business 
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Part-time faculty 

Charlie Baker 
wrote a thought-

provoking article 

about state budget  
funding and its 

potential impact on 
child abuse an  

neglect, which was 
featured in the 

Lexington Herald. 
 

Read the Article 

From the MSSW Accreditation  

Reaffirmation Report 

To the Council on Social Work Education 

From Commissioner Frank Baskind 
University of Louisville 

Raymond A. Kent School of Social Work 

 

This is an exemplar social work education program that demonstrates 

strengths in the following areas: 

 

Sophisticated integrated curriculum design that leads to continu-

ous program improvements. 

Clear and detailed presentation of the self study documents. 

Leadership of dean singer and the related faculty leadership in 

assessment activities, scholarship, community engagement, and 

accessibility to and support of students.   

Faculty Cohesiveness. 

Students who can articulate the nature of the curriculum integra-

tion as well as their learning needs. 

Alumni and community representatives who support the pro-

gramôs foci on critical thinking and evidence based practice. 

University president and provost who support and recognize the 

contributions of Kent School of Social Work as university leaders 

in the area of critical thinking. 

 

BSW Accreditation 

A letter from the Commission on Accreditation (Feb. 2009) indicated 

that the BSW Program was granted a second year of candidacy at the 

February meeting of the COA. While we are not surprised by that 

decision, it is a testament to the ongoing quality work and develop-

ment at the Kent School by many people. Thank you and congratula-

tions.   

Terry Singer 

Kent MSSW students, Kelly Hawkins & Ashlee Long, 
with First Lady Jane Beshear, at Children's  

Advocacy Day in Frankfort on Feb 12th, 2009. 

http://louisville.edu/kent/
http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/Childrens_Day/
http://www.kyyouth.org/Advocacy/Childrens_Day/
http://cwte.louisville.edu/kent/enews/DontLetCutsHurt.pdf


Page 2 

   

Winter 2009 

Kent E-News 

Crystal Collins-Camargo for her role in securing 

a federal grant that involves implementing a 

significantly different approach to diligent re-

cruitment of resource parents, placement of 

children and placement stability. The Cabinet 

for Health and Family Services is the prime 

investigator. The Kent School will provide 

evaluation for this 5-year, 1.2 million contract.  

Antle, B., Frey, A., Barbee, A., Frey, S. (2008). 

Child care subsidy and program quality revis-

ited. Early  Education   and Development, 19

(4), 560-573.  

As a product of the Kids NOW Evaluation that 

UofL conducted in partnership with education 

folks at UK for 7 years, a new publication just 

hit the stands. It focuses on the relationship 

between child care center quality and subsidy 
density (the number of children who received 

subsidies in order to attend the child care 

centers). Subsidy density did predict quality of 

preschool but not infant classrooms. Teacher 

education did affect quality as well. 

 

Antle, B., Barbee, A., Christensen, D., Martin, 

M. (2008). Solution-based casework in child 

welfare: Preliminary  evaluation research. 

Journal of Public Child Welfare, 2, 197-228. 

 

Antle, B., Barbee, A., van Zyl, M. (2008). A 

comprehensive model for child welfare train-

ing evaluation. Children  and Youth Services 

Review, 30(9), 1063-1080. 

 

Cunningham, M. R., & Barbee, A. P. (2008). 

Prelude to a kiss: Nonverbal flirting, opening 

gambits, and other communication dynamics in 

the initiation of romantic relationships (pp. 97-

120). In S. Sprecher, A Wenzel & J Harvey 

(Eds.). Handbook of Relationship Initiation. 

New York: Psychology Press. 

 

Ruth Huber and former doc student, Suk-hee 

Kim, for their recent publication with Toni Miles 

and Marvin Feit, "Executive Cognitive Function 

of Older People with HIV/AIDS" published in the 

Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Envi-

ronment.  

Anita Barbee, Kevin Borders, Cindy Conley, 

Kristi Levenhagen, Lynetta Mathis, 

Sharon Moore, & Dana Sullivan who were 

nominated by students as Faculty Favorites 

this year. 

 

Joe Brown for the tremendous job you did with 

the accreditation.  No one knows more than I 

how much work you put into the final report.                             

                                                            Dana C.  

 

Sharon Bowland who presented her paper 

"Evaluation of a Psycho-Social-Spiritual Inter-

vention with Older Women Survivors of Inter-

personal Trauma" at the SSWR Conference in 

January 2009. 

 

Sharon Bowland, who was the recipient of the 

2009 Society for Social Work and Research 

Outstanding Dissertation Award for her 

dissertation Evaluation of a Psycho -Social -

Spiritual Intervention With Older Women 

Survivors of Interpersonal Trauma . The 

judges noted Your research was judged by 

members of the Society to be most deserv-

ing of this prestigious award . The award 

was presented at the Presidential Awards 

Ceremony on Friday, January 16th at the 

2009 SSWR Conference in New Orleans, LA. 

 

Jeni Gamble, who was honored with the Guy 

Stevenson Award at Commencement in 

December 2008.  

 

The Raymond A. Kent School of Social 

Work - I am pleased to tell you that I have 

received a personal letter from the New 

York Academy of Medicine, citing the Kent 

School for having vision and leadership 

and  being on the  forefront" nationally to 

develop our gerontology expertise "to 

recruit and train social workers to the 

field of aging and to prepare new co-

horts of aging expert professionals to 

serve older adults. Specifically, they cited 

the work of Annatjie Faul and Noell 

Rowan for their success and commitment 

to these issues.                               Terry  

 

Andy Frey and his UofL colleague in Education, 

Amy Lingo, who were instrumental in ob-

taining a large NIH grant with one of the 

top educational research groups in the 

country at the Oregon Research Institute. 

 

Khalilah Collins ï Kent BSW student was a 

recipient of the Anne Braden Scholarship 

Award. She is featured on the Davis-Putter 

website.  

 

Rus Funk was selected as President of the 

Board of the Indiana Coalition Against Do-

mestic Violence. It is a great honor and 

recognition of his work in the field. 

 

Terry Singer and Ann Whitaker secured the 

final pledge to make the Oncology Social 

Work chair a reality. It is a big step for the 

Kent School and the first such chair of its 

kind in the country. It has been designated 

to serve the community agencies and insti-

tutions that serve those with cancer and 
their families. We know that a lot of na-

tional colleagues have been waiting for this 

news. 

Conley, C. L., Buckingham, S. L., & Huber, 

R. (in press). Does negotiation reduce 

social work's gender-based income gap? 

Implications for social work education. 

Journal of Teaching in Social Work. 

 

Patterson, D. A., & Buckingham, S. L. (in 
press). Does motivational interviewing 

stages of change increase treatment 

retention among HIV-infected and ad-

dicted clients? Journal of HIV/AIDS and 

Social Services. 
 

Barney, R. J., Buckingham, S. L., Frie-

drich, J. M., Johnson, L. M., Robin-

son, M. A., & Sar, B. K. (in press). The 

President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 

Relief (PEPFAR): A social work ethical 

analysis and recommendations. Journal 

of Sociology and Social Welfare. 

 

Ramona Stone, Anita Barbee, and Dana 
Patrick, whose article, An Approach to 

Housing for the Poor in the United States  

about the Clarksdale Housing Project, 

was recently published in the Journal of 

Social Work in Romania. 

 

Joe D'Ambrosio and Annatjie Faul who will 

be lead off speakers for the Catholic Con-

ference held in Louisville this summer. 
The title of the presentation will be: A 

Scientific Theory of Love: A New Practice 

Paradigm for Social Workers . Joe's PhD 

will be based on this theory that origi-

nated from Sorokin's work in the 1950's. 

 

Michael Robinson whose doctoral assign-

ment, Theory or Bust: A Doctoral Stu-

dent's Insight on the Role of Theory in 

Education and Researc h was recently 

published in the New Social Worker.  

 

Joe D'Ambrosio whose paper on the Scien-

tific Theory of Love  was accepted as part 

of the first University of Louisville Gradu-

ate Research Symposium on March 6th 
in the Chao Auditorium at Ekstrom Li-

brary. 

 

Armon Perry whose recent article, The 

Influence of the Extended Family on the 

Involvement of Non - resident, African 

American Fathers  was accepted for pub-

lication in an upcoming issue of the Jour-

nal of Family Social Work. 
 

David Pooler, doc grad, who just accepted 

a new position at Baylor University after 

spending several years at South Caro-

lina. He will join one of our other grads 

and alumni fellow, Diana Garland, who is 

dean there. 

 

Sharon Sanders, Kent part-time instructor, 

was appointed to the Kentucky Board of 
Social Work in November 2008. 

Congratulations 
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First Step to Success is a collaborative 
home and school intervention program, 
delivered by a behavioral coach and last-
ing approximately two months, that is 
geared for regular kindergarten class-
room settings and designed to help at-
risk children get off to the best start pos-
sible in their school careers.  First Step is 
an early intervention designed to achieve 
secondary prevention goals and out-
comes within the context of schooling. 
 
In December, the Oregon Research Insti-
tute (PIs: Hill Walker and Ed Feil) were 
awarded a five-year grant to conduct 
research and development activities that 
will adapt the First Step to Success early 

intervention program for effective use 
with children in Head Start and state-
funded preschool. The adapted version of 
the First Step program would provide 
Head Start and other preschool consum-
ers, staff, and professionals with a 
proven intervention option that will pro-
duce the following benefits: 1) ameliora-
tion and/or elimination of serious behav-

ior problems such as aggression, opposi-
tion- defiance, and other indicators of 
emerging antisocial behavior and exter-
nalizing behavior disorders; 2) improve-
ments in the target child’s critically im-
portant relationships with the key social 
agents of parents and caregivers, teach-
ers and peers; and 3) substantially im-
proved school readiness. 
 
The University of Louisville will have a 
subcontract over the course of the grant 
to implement project activities in Ken-
tucky, in collaboration with the JCPS 
Early Childhood program. In January the 
research team began a pilot test using a 
multiple baseline design with two waves 

(three to four children per wave) in Ore-
gon and Kentucky. In Fall 2009 50 class-
rooms (25 in Oregon, 25 in Kentucky) 
will be recruited and randomly assigned 
to First Step (Full intervention) or 
Teacher training only conditions. Two 
children per classroom screened to be at 
high risk for the development of opposi-
tional and conduct disorders will be re-

cruited in each classroom based on 
screening data. The children in the First 
Step classrooms will receive the interven-
tion and follow-up data will be collected 
for all children in Kindergarten and 1st 
Grade. These procedures will be repli-
cated with two additional cohorts in fall 
2010 and 2011. 

 
The research team for the pilot project 
consists of Andy Frey (PI), Amy Lingo (Co
-Investigator), Jon Lee (co-Investigator), 
Tara Korfhage (Research Manager), 
Ramie Martin-Galijatovic (Coach), Alicia 
Bosch (Coach), Julie Padgett (Coach), 
Elizabeth Johnson (Data Collector), Alicia 
Dailey (Data Collector), Patty Harrington 

(Data Collector), and Nicole Crawford 
(Data Collector). Of course, the project 
could not have gotten off the ground 
without the fabulous work of Sally, Kay, 
and Riaan! 

Andy Frey 
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Creating Change  ï there may not 
be a better conference title that 
engenders the spirit of the social 
work professionôs mission. Recently, 
I had the opportunity to attend 

the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Forceôs 21st annual Creat-
ing Change conference in Den-

ver, Colorado. As a co-advisor 
to commonGround, one of the 
Universityôs LGBT (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender) stu-

dent organizations, I traveled 
with seven undergraduate stu-
dents and Brian Buford, the di-
rector of UofLôs Office of LGBT 
Services, to experience my first 
such conference. 
 Providing opportunities for 

grassroots organizing and skill 

building for the LGBT community ï 

including allies - Creating Change 

also inspires. The experience in-

cluded a keynote address by 

Dolores Huerta (co-founder with 

Cesar Chávez of the National Farm 

Workers Alliance), a state of the 

LGBT movement address by Rea 

Carey (the executive director of the 

National Gay and Lesbian Task 

Force), and numerous breakout 

sessions. A personal result of the 

conference is that I am now working 

with a field organizer from the Na-

tional Center for Lesbian Rights to 

assist in building support for the 

Employment Non-

Discrimination Act within my 

home congressional district ï 

Indianaôs 9th. Aside from all the 

Creating Change buzz, what I 

found most inspiring was the 

number of young people en-

gaged at this level of activism 

and social justice, including the 

seven UofL undergraduate stu-

dents in attendance whom I have 

the privilege to work with on a regu-

lar basis. Real change for equal 

rights will be profoundly aided by 

their energy, skills, and wisdom. 

Joe Frey 

Aly Hill, Kiera Westfall, Katy Garrison, noted bisexuality expert 

– Robyn Ochs, Joe Frey, and Brian Buford 

Creating Change: The National Conference on LGBT Equality 

Cross Country Collaboration: 
Helping Americaôs Children 
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Comfort & Contentment During the  
Winter Storm 2009 

Welcome New Staff: 

Katie Radmacher, BSW 
Program Assistant. Katie 
grew up in Louisville and 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Louisville with a BS in 
Business Administration in 
Fall 2005. Go CARDS! Her 
last job was managing 12 
apartment buildings in the 
Louisville area where she 
quickly learned the ins and outs of property man-
agement. After spending two years in the apart-
ment industry, she was ready for a career 
change and was chosen as the BSW Program 
Assistant.  Katie spends her free time playing 
pool, poker, training for the mini-marathon, 
spoiling her dog, watching UofL sports and hang-
ing out with friends and family.  
 

Kelly Davidson is an Adminis-
trative Associate at Kent School 
and works with grants.  She is 
from Franklin, KY and worked in 
the loan department for a bank 
after she graduated from West-
ern Kentucky.  She has a major 
in Public Relations with market-
ing minor.  Kelly married in June 

of 2008 and moved to Louisville in August with 
her husband, who is in his last year of law school 
at U of L.  Although they are Hilltoppers at heart, 
they are learning to love the CARDS!  Kelly loves 
to travel and is enjoying learning new things 
about Louisville!! 

Family and Friends, young 
and old, join together  

 
As I sat inside the house for 
the third day in a row, star-
ing at the fireplace, and 
playing UNO ATTACK for 
the fourth time (before 
noon) I could not 
help but have a 
sense of content-
ment.  I was one of 
the fortunate ones.  
I had electricity.  I 
had water.  I had 
food. I had no broken win-
dows from fallen trees.  I 
had my family.  Unfortu-
nately, this was not the case 
for over 170,000 Kentucki-
ans during the week of Feb-
ruary 26 th , 2009.  Inches of 
snow and Ice covered their 
homes, vehicles, driveways, 
streets, and power and 
phone lines creating a ôState 
of Emergencyõ.  Families suf-
fered without heat, water, 
food or means of transpor-
tation to seek safety.  
Neighbors and communities 
collaborated together to 
meet each otherõs needs, ex-
emplifying the core values 
of Social Workers.  
Emergency Shelters were es-
tablished at churches and 
schools providing families 
with transportation, shelter, 
water and food.  Social 
Workers volunteered at 
some of these shelters 
around the clock giving 

emotional support, passing 
out donated blankets, play-

ing games with children, 
and/or listening as families 
recalled their scary experi-
ences.   
 
Here are a few heartfelt 
quotes from our ôKent Fam-
ilyõ on the help they wit-
nessed,  gave or received.   
 

Our very generous neighbor do-
nated dry wood that was warm 
enough to burn in our fireplace; all 
our own wood was too cold or too 
wet to catch on fire. 

~ Martha 
  
My 8 year old grandson, Tyler, 
shoveled snow and ice off several 
neighbors sidewalks.  He volun-
teered to do this because two of 
our neighbors have been diag-
nosed with cancer and one is a 
retired school teacher.  I know it 
isn't the largest act of service, but 
it was huge coming from an 8 year 
old heart. 

~ Lisa B. 
 

Continued next page 

Honor for Dean 
Singer 
 
Terry Singer will be the recipient of the 
Lyman T. Johnson  Distinguished Leadership 
Award given by the Louisville Central Commu-
nity Centers. The award ceremony is part of 
the LCCC's annual meeting, held this year on 
March 19th, 11:30am at the Kentucky Center. 
Please plan to  attend and share in the cele-
bration with Terry. He is most deserving of 
this recognition. 
  
This award recognizes individuals who exem-
plify an active voluntary commitment within 
the metro Louisville community to education, 
civil rights, human and/or community service. 
Dr. Lyman Johnson was a true humanitarian 
who fought for equality by building coalitions 
that challenged racism and segregation. His 
collaborative efforts over move than 60 years 
transcended race, age, gender and religion 
and led to sit-ins, demonstrations and other 
forms of protest which resulted in the elimina-
tion of all segregation laws in KY. 

Shelly Geraghty caught this image of 
a cardinal out her back door  
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Comfort & Contentment During the Winter Storm 2009   cont. from page 5 

My mother opened her home to my son, 
my nephew and his wife, and to a friend 
of mine and her 2 year old baby during 
the storm.  They had all lost electricity, 
and mom - even in bad health and home-
bound - found a way to help others.  It 
gave her a wonderful feeling to be able to 
help someone for a change, instead of 
always depending on others to help her.  
My son stayed with her for 5 days until his 
electricity was restored.  Mom seems more 
animated and "with it" now than she has 
since her last surgery in November.  
Sometimes good comes after bad!  

 ~  Debra 
 
For a family who grew up in South Africa 
with temperatures that averaged around 
70F, the recent winter storm that left us 
without electricity could have been per-
ceived as a major disaster in our lives.  
Instead, we experienced the blessings of 
warmth generated by our children, friends 
and neighbors.  My college kids all came 
home, because even without electricity, 
they felt safe with us.  My oldest son took 
charge of getting the batteries from the 
camper charged at his girlfriend’s house 
that had electricity.  My daughter took 
control of entertainment and made sure 
we went to the movies often to warm up.  
She also picked the DVD’s to watch on the 
laptop, charged with batteries from our 
camper, in front of the fireplace.  My sec-
ond son took it upon him to take charge of 
the fireplace, chopping wood in freezing 
temperatures and not leaving the house to 
visit his girlfriend, because he was afraid 
the fire would die and we would be with-
out heat.  My youngest son adopted the 
two dogs and made sure they were com-
fortable, and then of course he picked all 
the board games we had to play.  Our 
neighbors made frequent visits to our 
house – we were from Africa, but we un-
derstood camping and therefore provided 
warm coffee made on the gas stove in the 
camper, warm food made in the snow 
outside in a Dutch oven, and bottles of 
wine to share companionship with them. 
We were the family who went to run er-
rands for them and ourselves, because we 
had a 4x4 and could get out of the drive-
way.  When some of our church friends 
started to get their electricity back, we 

were the first 
family they called 
to make sure we 
were okay, be-
cause they real-
ized we had no 
extended family 
close.  And then 
of course the 
most wonderful 
blessing was 
when a friend of 
ours drove more 
than an hour in 
the traffic to 
bring us a gen-
erator that he 
picked up from 
his parents home 
after they got 
electricity back. 
Throughout the four 
days without electricity our bodies were 
very cold, but our hearts were warm, be-
cause we experienced that we can go 
without many things in life, but the one 
thing that keep us alive and provide 
meaning to us, is the companionship that 
develop in times of crisis between family, 
neighbors and friends.  We felt blessed.  

~ Annatjie Faul 
 
 *Attention Kent School Students*    
 
Actually, the best way to have survived 
the horrid weather of Louisville during the 
past weeks is to not be in it.  Rather, 
those of us who are engaged in the Kent 
In New Orleans (KINO) educational ex-
perience had but to contend with 30-60 
degree weather that included brilliant sun, 
a few blustery days, and a small amount 
of rain.  The moral of this is, of course, 
when planning your final Kent semester, 
avoid winter's icy forbearance by becom-
ing part of KINO.  Please contact Carol T. 
Tully for more information at 
carol.tully@louisville.edu     

~ Carol Tully 
 
 
During this winter storm, I received a call 
for help from a family member who was 
living on a farm in an area of Kentucky 
that was out of power and had no nearby 

stores or open restaurants 
to speak of. While out shop-
ping for the many items that 
they requested to tie them 
over, i could not help but 
notice all the scurrying peo-
ple, just like me, who were 
trying to get enough sup-
plies and food to make it 
through the storm. What 
was underneath all of this? 
Was it greed and selfishness 
to try to get one's needs 
met without regard for oth-
ers? Sometimes, this could 
have been true as i heard 
stories of folks getting in 
arguments over power gen-
erators and such. However, 
what stands out to me the 

most was how neighbors were 
reaching out to one another 

more often than usual, talking about the 
current situation, asking if others were 
okay, and people were generously giving 
of their time and money to aid others who 
were less fortunate. While i do not like that 
storms threaten the lives of many people, 
the beauty of coming together to help 
those in need spoke clearly to me not only 
during this winter storm, but also during 
the September, Ike storm as well. Thank 
goodness for generosity.  

~  Noell Rowan 

 
The State of Kentucky may have 
been bombarded with bad weather 
but the hearts of Kentuckians grew 
stronger. Shelters were created, 
homes were warmed, the young 
assisted their parents, animals, 
and elderly, and individuals with 
illnesses helped others which re-
sulted in improved health.  All of 
these examples are ôtrueõ represen-
tations that the values of Social 
Workers are among us all.    
 

Tammy Waggoner  
 

 

Rilee (7) and Keegan (4) Waggoner  
venture through trees weighted down by 

ice and snow  

mailto:carol.tully@louisville.edu

