Institute for Molecular Diversity and Drug Design (IMD3) 
Arno Spatola Endowment Graduate Research Fellowship
The Institute for Molecular Diversity and Drug Design (IMD3) at the University of Louisville periodically announces the acceptance of applications for a Graduate Research Fellowship funded by the Arno Spatola Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund was established by family and friends of Dr. Spatola, who had a lifelong interest in the education and development of young investigators. 

The Spatola Graduate Research Fellowship will be awarded to an exceptional graduate student who has received or is entering candidacy for the Ph. D. degree under the guidance of an IMD3 faculty member. The Research Fellow will receive a stipend of $12,500 to be used within one year of the Award, with the agreement that the remaining portion of their stipend at the current level set by the student’s department will be provided by the IMD3 Mentor or by the Mentor’s department. The IMD3 Fellowship also provides a maximum of $1,500 for tuition and health services fees.
Deadline for receipt of applications is June 30, 2016 and it is anticipated that the award will be announced by a communication from the IMD3 office in September, 2016. The Spatola Graduate Fellowship Award must be initiated during Academic year in which it is awarded.
All Research Fellows are automatically members of the IMD3 and are expected to participate fully in all IMD3 activities, including seminar programs, Fall Fest and the IMD3 Symposium. Research Fellows may also participate in a brief rotation or interdisciplinary research project in another IMD3 laboratory, to strengthen their training regimen and research (e.g., a synthetic chemist working in a bioassay lab; a pharmacologist interacting with an engineering scientist, or an M.D./Ph.D. student learning computational chemistry and molecular modeling). 
For additional information, please contact Dr. James L. Wittliff, Professor of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics, Director, IMD3  at jim.wittliff@louisville.edu .
Application Instructions & Requirements
1. Criteria for the selection of Spatola Graduate Research Fellows
1) Mentor must be a member of the IMD3 faculty. 
2) GRE scores greater than or equal to 1200 with a score of 3.5 or above for the written component preferred. 
3) G.P.A. greater than or equal to 3.5 preferred. 
4) TOEFL score greater than 580 (old scoring system) or 225 (new scoring system). 
5) Originality of the research proposal and goals. 
6) Relationship of project to the interdisciplinary mission of IMD3. 
7) Strength of commitment by the Mentor for financial support (e.g. grant, contract) of the research project, supplies and equipment and matching funds for the Fellowship stipend. (The Fellowship provides a maximum of $1,500 for tuition/health services costs) 
8) In candidacy or entering candidacy for the Ph.D. program.
2. Materials to be submitted:
1) Candidate's personal statement regarding impact of the Spatola Graduate Fellowship on their academic and career goals, and the relationship of the proposed project to the interdisciplinary mission of IMD3. 
2) Comprehensive description of the research project to be conducted and significance of the research goals. Sections of the proposal should include a) Title Page with Applicant and Mentor’s names and addresses, b) Abstract, c) Background and Significance, d) Hypothesis and Specific Aims, e) Methods and Experimental Design and f) References. 
The maximum length of materials outlined in 1) and 2) should not exceed 10 pages, single spaced including tables, figures and references (font size equal to or greater than 10). 
3) Curriculum vitae of graduate applicant with publication citations 
4) Letter of Recommendation by the IMD3 Faculty Mentor agreeing to support financially the research project proposed with commitment of matched funding for the Fellowship stipend and remainder of the tuition/health services fees. Each IMD3 Fellowship Award provides a maximum of $1,500 for tuition/health services costs.
5) One or two additional Letters of Recommendation from professionals familiar with the candidate’s abilities and potential as an investigator. 
6) Transcript (copy is sufficient) 
7) GRE scores (copy is sufficient) 
8) TOEFL score (for foreign students/copy is sufficient) 
3. Please submit the materials above in an electronic format to:
IMD3 Office c/o Mitzie Wittliff at   mitzie.wittliff@louisville.edu

Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics
Heath Sciences Center Building A – Room 205
University of Louisville
Louisville, KY 40292

(502) 852-4134 or 852-5216
Mitzie.wittliff@louisville.edu
Address questions related to the application to Dr. Wittliff  (502-609-6301) or by email  jim.wittliff@louisville.edu  (preferred)
4. Applications
Applications will be reviewed by a Committee of IMD3 Faculty and scored. In addition, a member of the Spatola Endowment Committee will also evaluate the applications. Reviews submitted by IMD3 Faculty Committee will be used in the collective scoring of the applicants. Announcement of the Spatola Research Fellow selected for the Award will be made so that the funds made be used by the Fall Semester. The Spatola Graduate Fellowship Award must be initiated within 12 months of the date on which it is awarded.
