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· The Center for the Deterrence of Biowarfare and Bioterrorism was established to coordinate research, education and service for early recognition and response to potential acts of biological terrorism.


· Center leadership includes:

· Ronald M. Atlas, Ph.D., Co-Director
Professor of Biology, Professor of Public Health
Dean, Graduate School

· Richard D. Clover, M.D., Co-Director
Dean, School of Public Health/Health Information Sciences

· W. Paul McKinney, M.D., Associate Director for Education and Curriculum Development
Professor of Medicine
Acting Associate Dean, School of Public Health/Health Information Sciences

· Peter L. Walton, M.D., Associate Director for Informatics
Acting Associate Dean, School of Public Health/Health Information Sciences

· The center’s activities currently include:

· Providing courses on bioterrorism response for healthcare providers (1000 + PTD)

· Developing advanced information systems for disease surveillance and epidemiology

· Conducting research to support enhanced medical and public health response capabilities

· Senator Mitch McConnell helped secure the center’s initial $1.5 million funding through the 2002 Labor, HHS and Education appropriation to the CDC.  This grant is being applied toward:
· Developing new training programs in the rapid identification of health conditions resulting from biothreat agents for healthcare professionals and students
· Developing technology systems for surveillance, notification and communications for terror-induced health events

· The center uses the U of L School of Medicine’s Standardized Patient Program and Paris Simulation Center for training.  The programs’ capabilities include:

· Physical and psychological simulation of patients exposed to nerve agents, anthrax, small pox, botulism, etc.

· Triage training including simultaneous disease progression in up to 20 patients

· Diagnosis and treatment training for a wide array of potential biological and chemical events

· The center has been designated a specialty center for public health preparedness by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention


