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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. 

Dissertation: Approaching the Enemy: German Soldiers in American 
Captivity, 1776 – 1783 

Committee: James V. H. Melton, Sharon T. Strocchia, Fred Anderson 

Fields: Colonial & Revolutionary American and Early Modern Euro-
pean History 

Ph.D. 

  

2007 

 

Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. M.A.  2000 

University of Augsburg, Germany 

Fields: Medieval, Early Modern, and Modern German Linguistics and 
Literature 

Intermediate Examination 
(B.A.) 

1999 

University of Augsburg, Germany 

Fields: Modern German and Ancient Roman & Greek History 

Intermediate Examination 
(B.A.) 

1998 

 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

Assistant Professor of History 

Fields: Colonial & Revolutionary American and Military History 

University of Louisville, Ky. Since 2007 

 

AWARDS AND PRIZES 

Parker-Schmitt Dissertation Award for the Best Dissertation in European History,  Eu-
ropean History Section of the Southern Historical Association 

2008 

J. Russell Major and Blair Major Dissertation Award in Early Modern European Histo-
ry, Department of History, Emory University 

2005 

Francis S. Benjamin Prize for the Best Research Paper by a Graduate Student, Depart-
ment of History, Emory University 

2002 

 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Donald L. Saunders Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at the John Carter Brown Li-
brary, Brown University, Providence, R.I. (Awarded) 

Spring 2010 

U.S. Military Academy Summer Seminar in Military History, West Point, N.Y. Summer 2008 

Research Initiation Grant, University of Louisville 2008 

Society of the Cincinnati & Friends of the MCEAS Dissertation Fellowship, McNeil 
Center for Early American Studies, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Pa. 

2005 – 2006 
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The David Library of the American Revolution Research Fellowship, Washington 
Crossing, Pa. 

Summer 2005 

Andrew Mellon Dissertation Research Fellowship at the Virginia Historical Society, 
Richmond, Va. 

Summer 2005 

German Historical Institute Dissertation Fellowship, Washington, D.C. Fall 2004 

Emory University Fund for Internationalization Research Grant 2003 – 2004 

The Nanovic Institute at Notre Dame, University of Wisconsin at Madison, and the 
German Historical Institute in Washington, D.C., Travel Grant for the German His-
torical Institute Summer Seminar in Germany 

Summer 2003 

Emory University Graduate Fellowship 2001 – 2005 

University of Augsburg and Emory University Tuition Grant for Graduate Studies as 
an Exchange Student in U.S. History at Emory University 

1999 – 2000 

Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation Fellowship for Gifted Students, Germany 1998 – 2000 

 

ARTICLES 

"Ritual Performance: Surrender During The American War Of Independence." Hew Strahan and Holg-
er Afflerbach. Eds. Why Fighting Ends: A History of Surrender. Oxford (Engl.): Oxford University Press. 
(Submitted) 

"Recruiting German Subsidy Troops For British Service During The American War Of Independence: 
Patterns, Policies, And Practice." The Hessians: Journal of the Johannes Schwalm Historical Association 12 
(2009): 36 – 43. 

"The King's Soldiers Or Continental Servants? German Captives In American Hands, 1775 – 1783." 
Matthias Asche, Michael Herrmann, et al. Eds. Krieg, Militär  und Migration in der Frühen Neuzeit. Münster 
et al.: LIT-Verlag, 2008, 117 – 140. 

"The Making Of Prisoners Of War: Rituals Of Surrender In The American War Of Independence, 1776 
– 1783." Militärgeschichtliche Zeitschrift 64, no. 1 (2005): 1 – 28. 

"Deutsche Kriegsgefangene im Amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg" (German Prisoners Of War Du-
ring The American War Of Independence). Militär und Gesellschaft in der Frühen Neuzeit 5, no. 1 (2001): 72 
– 79. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

"Usable Enemies: The Making of German Prisoners and National Citizens During the American Revo-
lution." Given at the 33rd Annual Conference of the German Studies Association, Washington, D.C., October 
11, 2009. 

"Kriegsgefangene gemeine deutsche Soldaten im Amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg, 1776 – 1783: 
Forschungsansätze und Fallbeispiele" (Common German Prisoners of War During the American War 
of Independence, 1776 – 1783: Research Approaches And Case Studies). Given at the Forschungskollo-
quium der Abteilung für die Geschichte der Frühen Neuzeit (Research Colloquium on Early Modern European 
History) at the University of Marburg, Germany, July 2, 2009. 

"Surrender During the American War of Independence, 1776 – 1783." Given at the International Confe-
rence on "Why Fighting Ends: A History of Surrender." University of Leeds (Engl.), June 27, 2009. 
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"Recruiting the German 'Mercenaries' of the American Revolution." Given at the Annual Conference of the 
Society for Military History, Ogden, Utah, April 19, 2008. 

"The Making of Prisoners and National Citizens in the Revolutionary War." Given at the Annual Confe-
rence of the Southeastern Society for American Studies, Auburn University, Ala., February 15, 2008. 

"Captives as Capital: German Prisoners in the American War of Independence, 1776 – 1783." Given at 
the McNeil Center for Early American Studies Seminar, University of Pennsylvania, Pa., March 16, 2007. 

"German Soldiers and Their Experiences in American Captivity During the Revolutionary War." Given 
at the 2006 Omohundro Institute of Early American History & Culture Conference on "Warfare and Society in 
Colonial North America and the Caribbean," University of Tennessee, Tenn., October 7, 2006. 

"Gefangen in Amerika: Deutsche Soldaten im amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg, 1776 – 1783" (Im-
prisoned in America: German Soldiers During the American War of Independence). Given at the 6. Jah-
restagung des Arbeitskreises Militär und Gesellschaft in der Frühen Neuzeit, Universität Potsdam, und des Sonderfor-
schungbereich 437: Kriegserfahrungen, Universität Tübingen (6th Annual Conference of the Study Group on War 
and Society in Early Modern Europe, University of Potsdam, and the Research Project 437 on the Ex-
periences of Warfare at the University of Tübingen) on "Krieg, Militär und Migration in der Frühen 
Neuzeit" (War, the Military, and Migration in Early Modern Europe), University of Tübingen, Germany, 
November 17, 2005. 

"Rituale der Kapitulation im amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg, 1776 – 1783" (Rituals of Surrender 
During the American War of Independence). Given at the 2003 Doktorandenkolloquium (Dissertation Re-
search Colloquium), University of Bielefeld, Germany, October 17, 2003. 

"Bullfrogs and Prisoners: Captive German Soldiers in the American War of Independence, 1776 – 
1783." Given at the Annual Conference of the British Association for American Studies, University of Oxford, 
Oxford (Engl.), April 7, 2002. 

"'Aller Mut und Herzhaftigkeit ist uns entfallen' – German Prisoners of War in the American War of In-
dependence." Given at the 2002 Young Scholars Forum on War and Society at the German Historical Insti-
tute, Washington D.C., March 22, 2002. 

"Deutsche Kriegsgefangene im Amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg" (German Prisoners of War in 
the American War of Independence). Given at the 5. Forschungskolloquium zu Neueren Forschungen der Mi-
litärgeschichte (5th Colloquium on New Research Approaches in Military History), University of Potsdam, 
Germany, May 30, 2001. 

 
REVIEWS AND CONFERENCE REPORTS 

Review of Clive L. Lloyd, A History of Napoleonic and American Prisoners of War, 1756 – 1816. Woodbridge 
(Engl.): Antique Collectors Club, 2007 and Clive L. Lloyd, The Arts and Crafts of Napoleonic and American 
Prisoners of War, 1756 – 1816. Woodbridge (Engl.): Antique Collectors Club, 2007. Zeitschrift für Historische 
Forschung 36, no. 4 (2009) (Forthcoming)  

"Krieg und Migration in der Frühen Neuzeit" (War, the Military, and Migration in the Early Modern Pe-
riod). Report on the 6. Jahrestagung des Arbeitskreises Militär und Gesellschaft in der Frühen Neuzeit, Universität 
Potsdam, und des Sonderforschungbereich 437: Kriegserfahrungen, Universität Tübingen (6th Annual Conference of 
the Study Group on War and Society in Early Modern Europe, University of Potsdam, and the Research 
Project 437 on the Experiences of Warfare at the University of Tübingen). 
http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/tagungsberichte/id=977 (published December 15, 2005). 
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Review of Jürgen Macha und Andrea Wolf. Eds. Michael Zimmer's Diary. Ein deutsches Tagebuch aus dem 
Amerikanischen Bürgerkrieg. Sprachgeschichte des Deutschen in Nordamerika, Bd. 1. Frankfurt am Main, 
Berlin: Peter Lang, 2001. Militär und Gesellschaft in der Frühen Neuzeit 7, no. 1 (2003): 113 – 116. 

Review of Stephen Brumwell. Redcoats: The British Soldier and War in the Americas, 1755 – 1763. Cambridge 
(Engl.) and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. Militär und Gesellschaft in der Frühen Neuzeit 6, 
no. 1 (2002): 81 –  84. 

 
INVITED LECTURES 

"The United States in World War II." Two lectures given for Jefferson County high-school teachers at 
the McConnell Center, University of Louisville, June 17, 2009. 

"Visual Historian: John Trumbull's Revolutionary War Paintings." Gallery talk given at the Speed Art Mu-
seum, Louisville, Ky., September 25, 2008. 

"The Battle of Trenton, 1776." Given at the meeting of the Alexander Hamilton Historical Society, Louis-
ville, Ky., March 29, 2008. 

"German Soldiers During the American War of Independence." Given at the Pennsylvania Society of the 
Cincinnati Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pa., February 20, 2006. 

"Hessian Soldiers and Prisoners of War in Pennsylvania, 1776 – 1783." Given for the Washington 
Crossing chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, Washington Crossing, Pa., April 4, 2006. 

 

TEACHING 

Upper-Division/Graduate course on Studies in Western and American Military History Spring 2009 

Upper-Division/Graduate course on the Era of the American Revolution Spring 2009 

Upper-Division/Graduate courses on Colonial America 2008 – 2009 

Survey course on Early American History To 1877 2008 – 2009 

Survey courses on American Military History, 1600 – 2006 2007 – 2009 

Survey courses on the History of Civilizations, 1200 – 1850  2007 – 2009 

Survey course on the Foundations of American Society To 1877 Spring 2005 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta (History Honor Society), University of Louisville Since 2009 

Primary Instructor (Colonial American History) for a Teaching American History Grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education awarded to the Jefferson County Public 
School System, Kentucky (in conjunction with the McConnell Center at the University 
of Louisville) 

2008 – 2009 

Undergraduate Committee, History Department, University of Louisville 2008 – 2009 

Research Assistant to Professors James Melton and John Juricek, Emory University 2002 – 2003 

Internships as Research and Editorial Assistant at the Militärgeschichtliches Forschungsamt 
der Bundeswehr (German Army Institute for Military History) in Potsdam, Germany 

1998 and 2001 

Research and Editorial Assistant to Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Gunther Gottlieb, Chair for 
Ancient Roman and Greek History, University of Augsburg 

1997 – 1999 
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ONGOING RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Defeat as an Agent of Change in Early America, 1500 – 1800 

A German Atlantic World – The Holy Roman Empire and the Americas, 1492 – 1806 

"Failed Soldiers": Prisoners, Mutineers, Deserters, 1500 – 1865 

Military Migration, 1500 – 1800 

 

REFERENCES 

James V. H. Melton Emory University (jmelt01@emory.edu); (404) 727-4475 

Daniel K. Richter Director, MCEAS (drichter@history.upenn.edu); (215) 898-9251 

Wayne E. Lee University of North Carolina/Chapel Hill (wlee@unc.edu); (919) 962-3973 

Fred Anderson University of Colorado/Boulder (fred.anderson@colorado.edu); (303) 492-6683  

 


