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GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL AGENDA


Bingham Humanities 300


Thursday, October 2, 2014


Graduate Student Council Meeting

7:30pm – Thursday, October 2nd, 2014


Called Meeting to Order: 7:34pm

Officer Reports:

· President – Jasie Stokes

· Update on the Graduate Research Fund and Graduate Research Symposium. The deadline for submissions is October 15th, and the symposium is scheduled for November 14th. We are currently working on scheduling either the Chao Auditorium or Bigelow Hall. Please take a flier and share with constituents. We have $5000 to give in research funds, and we would like to allocate all of these funds. 

· Update on the Graduate Student Lounge initiative. We are still trying to locate a place where graduate students can meet and study in a central location. We have talked to Dean Fox, Dean of Libraries; however, there is no available space in the library. There is also no available room in the SAC. We can, in the meantime, schedule a space on campus through the scheduling system as a regular space for graduate students to come out to study and network. We would like to hear from representatives about underused spaces that you are aware of so that we can work on this initiative as a whole council. 

· Internal VP – Keri Mathis 
· SGA Academic Vice-President needs two representatives on the Strategic Technology Executive Committee. This committee is made of VPs and Deans and serves as an advisory committee to our Vice President on the overall strategic planning for technology at the university. If you’re interested in this opportunity please let me know as soon as possible so that I can get these names to Allie. 

· External VP – Benjamin Leamon

· Resolution pushed through the Student Senate; campus police working with SGA; the L-trail better-lit area in designated highly trafficked trail on campus; please contact Morgan Cooksey if you are interested in serving on this safety committee. We need students who are on the Health Sciences Campus and on Belknap Campus to serve on the committee. 
· Constitutional review committee; if you are interested in serving on this committee to revise this document please let us know
· The senate now has a new compliance officer who will air your complaints and ensures that boards and committees are doing everything that they should do. We also have a new Arts and Sciences justice. 

· Information Chair – Katie Wilson
· 21 new likes on the Facebook page; we want to get 175 by the end of October; please encourage your constituents to like or follow our social media accounts. @UofLGSC for Twitter; UofL GSC on Facebook
· Looking for members for the information committee so that we can get better marketing; distribute fliers; proof and create fliers; low time commitment committee; email Katie Wilson or talk to Jasie

Department Reports:

· English – Keri Mathis

· 3 new faculty members in Rhetoric and Composition; New DGS – Stephen Schneider; Hosting the biannual national Watson Conference October 16th-18th; students involved in Digital Media and Composition Institute at Ohio State over the summer; Mary P. Sheridan and graduate students led Digital Media Academy for middle-school girls; new focus for the composition program is to highlight digital media composition

· Education and Counseling Psychology – Caroline Pittard

· 2 faculty left over the summer; hired a clinic director; report on the Cardinal Success Program; New clinic in west Louisville

· Civil and Environmental Engineering – Austin Connor
· CEE department held NRE event on Sept 24, 5-7pm (University Club). All the graduate students were invited to this event.
· CEE department also participated GEM Grad Lab, an event hosted by UofL graduate school. Fengjuan Liu (a Phd student) gave a poster presentation on 9/19 during the event. Dr. Young Hoon Kim also attend the event as a CEE faculty representative. Austin Connor was on the Graduate Student Panel.

· Physics & Astronomy – Geoffrey Lentner
· one issue is funding for graduate students; this department is lacking in funding for graduate students; had colloquia throughout the year (where several faculty members would come and share) and now are down to one-two faculty members because of funding cuts; Bullitt scholarship and best paper award; October 16th there is a lecture at the Planetarium

Old Business:

· Approval of Standing Committees 

· Constitution and Election Committee 

· Our constitution needs revising/updating; this committee would meet to discuss the constitution and the elections; meeting will likely happen online; an initial meeting would be a brainstorming session about what we would like to see happen in the constitution and then meet online thereafter; elections will need a couple of meetings to plan how to execute them fairly; elections are in February, so a couple of meetings in January would be necessary

· Information Committee

· We need hands to help get the word out with posters and fliers; work on social media maintenance and get more traffic

· Events Committee 

· Extra hands needed to plan the events; for October, we are putting most of our effort and budget into the November symposium; this committee could decide how to allocate extra funds for smaller events for graduate students 
· Motion carried for approval of standing committees

Approval of Minutes for Summit on September 6, 2014

· Motion carried

Motion carried for recess after new business

New Business:
· Approval of reclaiming active status through committee involvement

· We want to offer an opportunity for departments who have slid into active status; we want you to be able to move "inactive" to "probation" by being involved on committees; we will include a note by the department on our records so that these departments could receive funding; Ryan Luke will check in with department chairs to see how active committee members have been on the committee

· Discussion—active participation is based on the committee chair's discretion

· Motion carried

· Budget 

· bringing our budget to the SGA Appropriations committee; we are making an appointment for this meeting soon; we will be asking for $2500 to go into our research fund; we got a substantial increase this last year for food and discretionary funds; most of the remainder of our fall budget will be going into our symposium

· discussion—clarification of budgets; we are proposing (for the 2015-2016 year) how we would spend this money should it get approved by accommodations; we are not bound to the figures listed on the proposal; we could allocate the funds elsewhere after receiving the funds; the presentation of the math was clarified; $2700 is the amount remaining for the year

· Motion carried

Announcements:

· Research symposium marketing: there will be prizes, and we want a really great turnout; next week, on Thursday and Friday, we will be tabling in four different locations; refreshments will be provided along with a pledge sheet; Femmy is asking for input on graduate student hotspots to catch the most traffic of graduate students
· Noon, Thursday at the Speed School
· 11am, Thursday at Lutz Hall 
· 11:30am, Friday at Bingham Humanities
· Noon, Friday at HSC
· October PLAN Events

· Deadlines for Research Symposium and Research Fund

· November's museum trolley hop with SAB
· November 7th at 6pm; free registration; meeting at the Kentucky Science Center; dinner for participants; deal with museums and art galleries in the area that will be free; there will be an RSVP site coming up soon and Ben will let everyone know when this form becomes available; it will be a family-friendly event
· Bike registration stickers now available at the parking office
· can register online; any bicycle that is registered can be tracked if anything is stolen; registration stickers can help prevent theft

· Audiology – November 8th, 8pm; 1-mile walk for hearing at the Waterfront; help promote awareness about hearing loss; $25 to register for the walk; please see Kara Monroe if you are interested in registering

Meeting Adjourned at 8:37pm
Present:


Arts and Sciences


Physics and Astronomy—Geoffrey Lentner; Political Science—Sean Welch; Psychological and Brain Sciences—Nick Holt; Sociology—Shawn Rolfe; Urban and Public Affairs—Aaron Stephenson; Women and Gender Studies—Laurel Heflin and Cassandra Collier; Anthropology—Neha Angal; English—Keri Mathis; Fine Arts—Tracey Eckersley; French and Modern Languages—Mandy Brown; Geography and Geosciences—Victoria Montgomery; History—Katherine Morrison; Mathematics—Charlie Suer (proxy) 


College of Education


Education and Counseling Psychology—Caroline Pittard; Health and Sport Sciences—Amy Walden; Leadership, Foundations, and Human Resources—Charles Edmiston; Teaching and Learning—Kristin Harbour


School of Medicine


Anatomical Sciences and Neurobiology—Kathryn Harman; Audiology—Kara Monroe; Biochemistry and Molecular Biology—Catherine Cobb and Jamaal Ritchie; Microbiology and Immunology—Sabrin Albeituni; Pharmacology and Toxicology—Marcus Stepp; Physiology and Biophysics—Anastasia Keller; Speech Language Pathology—Erika Tolson (proxy); 


School of Nursing


Nursing—Anna Jorayeva


SIGS


Interdisciplinary Studies—Angie Carlson


School of Music


Music—Israel Cuenca


Speed School


Civil and Environmental Engineering—Austin Connor; Computer Engineering and Computer Science—Abdallah Eteleeb; Industrial Engineering—Ehsan Khodabandeh








Absent:


Arts and Sciences – Theater Arts; Biology; Chemistry; Communications; Humanities; Justice Administration; Pan-African Studies; 


College of Business – Accountancy; Entrepreneurship


College of Ed - Health Promotion, Physical Education, and Sports Studies; Leadership, Foundations, and Human Resources


Dental School - Oral Biology


Kent School - Kent School


School of Medicine - Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; Microbiology and Immunology


School of Public Health - Public Health


School of Music – Music


Speed School – Chemical Engineering; Electrical and Computer Engineering; Mechanical Engineering 

















