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Introductions

 Jessica Hardy

❑Assistant professor of early childhood special 
education

❑ jk.hardy@louisville.edu

Amanda Colville

❑Early Head Start teacher

❑amanda.colville@jefferson.kyschools.us

Agenda

 Instruction in Evidence-Based Practices

Voices from the Field

Next Steps

Questions

Instruction in 
Evidence-Based 
Practices
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Context

Undergraduates in elementary/IECE dual 

certification program

Certified elementary teachers with 
emergency certification in IECE

Strategies to Support Learning

1. Demonstrate relevance to career

Data on children with disabilities served in 

regular education classrooms

Quiz with Kahoot! Strategies to Support Learning

2. Emphasize evidence-based practices

Define

Share importance

Acknowledge challenges

Use an example: “learning styles”
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Strategies to Support Learning

3. Use early childhood examples

e.g., vkc.mc.vanderbilt.edu/ebip

Strategies to Support Learning

4. Provide time to practice in class

Role play

Role Play
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Strategies to Support Learning

5. Assign practice opportunities out of class

 Instructional procedure reflections

Instructional Procedure Reflection

Strategies to Support Learning

6. Assign project to support implementation

Teaching project

Teaching Project
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Strategies to Support Learning

7. Assign project to support dissemination

Professional development plan

Professional Development Plan

Voices from the 
Field

Spreading the Word About Systematic 
Instruction

 In PLC, discussed:

❑How curriculum introduces letters

❑Assessment tool—OUNCE

▪ Not strong for early academic learning goals

❑Students who didn’t know letters/colors
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Spreading the Word About Systematic 
Instruction

Used simultaneous prompting

▪ Errorless

▪ Effective

▪ Evidence-based

▪ Suitable for very young children, with and 
without delays

Spreading the Word About Systematic 
Instruction

Explained procedure

❑Baseline data collection to see what children 
know

❑Administer trials—0 sec

❑Next day—test them first, then do 0 sec trials 
again

❑ Introduce new letters systematically

Implementation Supports

Exposure to procedure in class

Did professional development plan on it

Effectiveness and simplicity of procedure

Challenges to Implementation

Overwhelmed with learning a lot of 

procedures in class

❑Retaining information

❑Distinguishing between procedures 
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Challenges to Implementation

Did not follow up on implementation

❑Staffing issues

❑Not able to meet for PLCs as often as they would 
like

Amount of paperwork

 Finding time in day to do it with low numbers 
of adults

Next Steps

Next Steps

Continue to refine course content

❑Number of instructional procedures

Refine class activities and assignments

❑Multiple practice opportunities

Strengthen field placement component

Questions?


