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How to Get the Most Out of the Summer Institute 2008

Adapted from Jim Shimabukuro’s “How to Get the Most Out of an Online Conference” (http://tcc.kcc.hawaii.edu/howtoget.html )
1. Set aside time.  It is possible for you to access the content of the conference sessions after the Summer Institute is officially over, as recordings of the sessions will be posted on our website. However, you would not receive the benefit of interacting live with presenters and other attendees, and you would not be eligible for PD/EILA credit if you watch the recorded sessions later.  Ideally, you would avoid distractions and dedicate the two conference days (June 18 and 19) to staying in front of your computer and devoting your full attention to the various conference activities. 

2.  Make the most of the interactive opportunities during the two conference days.  Interact with the presenters: communicate with them in the live chat following their presentation or via posting on the WordPress forum dedicated to their session.  Participate by asking questions or commenting.

3. Actively participate by joining in the online chats with presenters and by interacting with fellow attendees in the Conference Lounge.  At a traditional face-to-face conference, your physical presence is sufficient to give you a feeling of being a part of the event.  Because of the nature of the virtual world, you won't get this sense of "belonging" unless you send messages and interact with presenters and other participants.

4. Network.  As in a face-to-face conference, this online Summer Institute provides you with the opportunity to meet new colleagues and develop a network of professional friendships that will last beyond the two conference days.  
5. Prepare.  Be prepared to participate in (1) Post-session Q & A chats and the forum discussions on WordPress; identify yourself by including your organization, position, and field.  (2) Web-based activities: know how to log on to GoToWebinar, how to navigate through the various web activities, how to participate in chats and asynchronous web discussions on WordPress; know how to upgrade your web browser, if needed, to fully participate in the various media; know how to download and set up drivers for different web functions.  (3) Contingency planning: locate a second system just in case your primary computer goes down.  Do this before the conference. Make sure you have access to the system, and are familiar with the system’s features.  (4) Be aware that conference times are Eastern Time.
6. Read all official conference email announcements from the organizers.  All participants who pre-register will be sent conference updates and reminders.  Updates will also be posted in the Announcements box on the CIIDL homepage (https://louisville.edu/education/ciidl/).

7.  Be open to the positive differences of this relatively new medium.  Don't expect the online conference to be exactly like a face-to-face conference.  You'll be disappointed.  It is different.  Discover the strengths of this virtual medium—the differences that are advantages.

8. Have fun.  Explore.  Discover.  Experience.  Learn.  Teach.

9. Keep Barbara’s and Matt’s email addresses and phone numbers handy: 

b.kinney@louisville.edu
(502) 852-3274

matt.taylor@louisville.edu
(502) 852-2614
Or

(502) 852-2156
Write or call either if you have any questions or problems.
