Ellin Keene’s Thinking Strategies Used by Proficient Learners

Determining What is Important in Text

Writers

· Writers observe their world and record what they believe is significant.

· Writers make decisions about the most important ideas to include in the pieces they write. They make decisions about the best genre and structure to communicate their ideas.

· Writers reveal their biases by emphasizing some elements over others.

· Writers provide only essential detail to reveal the meaning and produce the effect desired.

· Writers delete information irrelevant to their larger purpose.

Drawing Inferences

Writers

· Writers make decisions about content inclusions/exclusions and genre/text structure that permit or encourage inference on the part of the reader.

· Writers carefully consider their audience in making decisions about what to describe explicitly and what to leave to the readers’ interpretation.

· Writers, particularly fiction and poetry writers, are aware of far more detail than they reveal in the text they compose. This encourages inferences such as drawing conclusions and making critical judgments, predictions, and connections to other texts and experiences possible for their readers.

Using Prior Knowledge-Schema

Writers

· Writers frequently choose their own topics and write about subjects they care about.

· Writers’ content comes from and builds on their experiences.

· Writers think about and use what they know about genre, text structure, and conventions as they write.

· Writers seek to better recognize and capitalize on their own voice for specific effects in their compositions.

· Writers know when their schema for a topic or text format is inadequate, and they create the necessary background knowledge.

· Writers use knowledge of their audience to make decisions about content inclusions/exclusions.

Asking Questions

Writers

· Writers compose in a way that causes readers to form questions as they read.

· Writers monitor their progress by asking questions about their choices as they write.

· Writers ask questions of other writers in order to confirm their choices and make revisions.

· Writers’ questions lead to revision in their own pieces and in the pieces to which they respond for other writers.

Monitoring Meaning and Comprehension

Writers

· Writers monitor during their composition process to ensure that their text makes sense for their intended audience at the word, sentence, and text level.

· Writers read their work aloud to find and hear their voices.

· Writers share their work so that others can help them monitor the clarity and impact of the work.

· Writers pay attention to their style and purpose. They purposefully write with clarity and honesty. They strive to write boldly, simply, and concisely by keeping those standards alive in their minds during the writing process.

· Writers pause to consider the impact of their work and make conscious decisions about when to turn a small piece into a larger project, when revisions are complete, or when to abandon a piece.

Fix-Up Strategies

Writers

· Writers revise (add, delete, and reorganize) and edit (apply correct conventions), continually seeking clarity and impact for the reader. They experiment with and make changes in overall meaning, content, wording, text organization, punctuation, and spelling.

· Writers capitalize on their knowledge of writers’ tools (e.g., character, setting, conflict, them, plot structure, leads, style, etc.) to enhance their meaning.

Synthesizing Information

Writers

· Writers make global and focal plans for their writing before and during the drafting process. They use their knowledge of text elements, such as character, setting, conflict, sequence of events, and resolution, to create a structure for their writing.

· Writers study other writers and draw conclusions about what makes good writing. They work to replicate the style of authors they find compelling.

· Writers reveal themes in a way that suggests their importance to readers. Readers can create a cogent synthesis from well-written material.

Using Sensory Images

Writers

· Writers consciously attempt to create strong images in their compositions using strategically placed detail.

· Writers create impact through the use of strong nouns and verbs whenever possible.

· Writers use images to explore their own ideas. They consciously study their mental images for directions in their pieces.

· Writers learn from the images created in their minds as they read. They study other authors’ use of images as a way to improve their own.

