Use Culturally Relevant Texts and Materials with ELLs

Freeman and Freeman (2004) have developed a series of questions for students and teachers to use to examine cultural relevance:

· Are the characters in the story like you and your family?

· Have you ever had an experience like the one described in this story?

· Have you ever lived in or visited places like those in the story?

· Could this story take place this year?

· How close do you think the main characters are to you in age?

· Are the main characters in the story boys or girls?

· Do the characters talk like you and your family do?

· Do you often read stories like these?

Additional considerations for selecting books for writing instruction:

· Books that incorporate and respect the primary language of students promote learning and encourage kids to build on their prior knowledge.

· Books that include students’ family backgrounds, experiences, and characters that are the same age and have the same interests motivate writers by helping them make connections between their lives and school. Culturally relevant texts connect to student’s lives, not just to their cultural heritage (Freeman and Freeman 2004).

· Consider how the text will help ELLs as they write. What can they learn from the writer? Evaluate the supportive nature of the book. How will it help them become proficient writers?

· Look at the structure of the book. Does it match the students’ stage of language acquisition? Does it require building background knowledge and vocabulary? How will this be done?

· Choose books that allow for flexibility when modeling strategy use. Consider whether the book is appropriate for integrating strategy instruction into reading and writing so that what kids learn about reading transfers to their writing.  
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