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ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Class attendance is expected. Clinical attendance is required. Each student needs to be physically present and actively engaged in learning during the times scheduled for class, clinical, and other experiences.  Students are expected to be punctual and prepared for all classes and clinicals.  Please notify your instructor prior to your absence if you are unable to attend class.  Please notify your clinical instructor/preceptor if you are unable to attend clinical.

CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS:

Cell phones and pagers must be either turned off or placed in silence/vibrate mode during class, clinical, and other learning experiences. If a student must respond to a call or page, s/he must leave the classroom before beginning the conversation.

BAD WEATHER POLICY:

The School of Nursing follows University guidelines. The provost is the only person in charge of class cancellation. When weather conditions are bad and uncertainty exists concerning conduction of class and/or clinical, DO NOT PHONE THE SCHOOL OF NURSING. Official announcements will be on the main U of L web site at www.louisville.edu, through the University Information Center at 852-5555, on radio station WHAS-840 AM, and the four network television affiliates (WHAS-TV, WAVE-TV, WLKY-TV, WDRB-TV). If the University cancels classes, no class or clinicals are held. Classes on a delayed schedule for bad weather will begin at 10:00 am.  If the University is on a delayed schedule on the day a clinical session is scheduled, you must communicate with your clinical instructor related to attendance at clinical.

COMPUTER ACCOUNT POLICY:

Students are required to have (1) a U of L computer account (GroupWise) and (2) access to Blackboard. Students must use their GroupWise email account for all communication. Faculty communication will be through this mechanism only.   
DISABILITY STATEMENT:

Students with disabilities, who need reasonable modifications to successfully complete assignments and otherwise satisfy course criteria, are encouraged to meet with the instructor as early as possible to identify and plan specific accommodations.  If determined necessary, students will be directed to the Disability Resource Center. Any identified modification(s) deemed necessary must be documented in writing by the Disability Resource Center and provided to the School of Nursing. The Disability Resource Center must re-evaluate and provide documentation each semester.

STATEMENT OF HEALTH STATUS:
It is the student’s responsibility to inform the course faculty of any health problems that could impair performance or jeopardize the safety of self or others.  The student must report any changes in health status to the HSC Student Health Services as soon as possible so that the School of Nursing Health Screening Form can be updated.  Students who fail to comply with this requirement are subject to dismissal from the program.

CLINICAL COMPLIANCE:

The Undergraduate Student Handbook states "Continuing a clinical experience while being out of compliance with any health/clinical requirement will be subject to dismissal from the program." It is your responsibility to know and maintain clinical compliance throughout the semester. Occasionally, a student will be in compliance with all clinical requirements at the beginning of the semester, but a requirement will outdate during the semester If a requirement needs updating/renewal, you are responsible for completing the update/renewal in a timely manner and providing the appropriate documentation to the Office of Student Services. If a student continues to attend clinical while out of compliance, this makes the School of Nursing out of compliance with an agency contract.  Because this is a serious offense, there is a consequence: the student WILL BE DISMISSED from the School of Nursing.

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS:

Faculty will make every reasonable effort to accommodate students whose religious observances of work restricted holidays conflict with class or clinical activities and assignments.  Students are responsible for informing faculty in advance of the holiday.

STUDENT GUIDELINES FOR EXAMS:

During each exam and quiz:

Students must:

1. Leave purses, papers, books, and other personal items at the front of the room.

2. Have at least one seat between them and a classmate.

3. Ensure their answer sheets are covered at all times.

Students may not:

1. Leave the room for any reason.

2. Wear hats or caps with brims.

3. Ask questions of the exam proctor.

At the completion of the exam students must:

1. Sign and return their exam booklet. Failure to do so will result in a 0 on the exam.

2. Quietly exit the room and not re-enter until everyone has completed the exam.

EXAMINATION REVIEWS:

Review of examinations are at the discretion of the instructor.  Exam reviews are intended to be a process for the student to reflect on content and critical thinking strategies.  The purposes of exam reviews are for students to gain insight into rationale for the correct answer, identify content areas for continued study, and enhance test-taking abilities. Students have a right to discuss material covered in the exams; however, if at any time the instructor determines that the discussion has changed from a productive learning process to confrontational or argumentative the exam review will be immediately terminated and subsequent exam reviews may be suspended.   

GRADING SCALE:

The following numerical grading system has been adopted by the University of Louisville School of Nursing Faculty effective fall 2006:

	100 
	A
	
	83
	C
	
	
	

	99
	A
	
	82
	C
	
	
	

	98
	A
	
	81
	C
	
	
	

	97
	A
	
	80
	C
	
	
	

	96
	A
	
	79
	C
	
	
	

	95
	A
	
	78
	C
	
	
	

	94
	A
	
	77
	C
	
	
	

	93
	A
	
	76
	C
	
	
	

	92
	B
	
	75
	C
	
	
	

	91
	B
	
	74
	D
	
	
	

	90
	B
	
	73
	D
	
	
	

	89
	B
	
	72
	D
	
	
	

	88
	B
	
	71
	D
	
	
	

	87
	B
	
	70
	D
	
	
	

	86
	B
	
	69
	D
	
	
	

	85
	B
	
	68
	D
	
	
	

	84
	B
	
	67
	D
	
	
	

	
	
	
	66
	or below F
	
	
	


A grade of D or lower is a failing grade for nursing courses.
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ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE:

The faculty view academic dishonesty, including plagiarism and cheating, to be a serious offense, which is a violation of professional ethics (Examples of academic dishonesty are provided within the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, which is located in the General Information section of the University of Louisville Undergraduate Bulletin and in the School of Nursing Undergraduate Handbook).  If the School of Nursing determines that a student is guilty of academic dishonesty, it may impose any academic consequence upon the student that it sees fit, including suspension or expulsion from the School of Nursing.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what is meant by academic dishonesty within the School of Nursing; a plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense.

WEB-ENHANCED OR WEB BASED (ONLINE) COURSE:

A student who is enrolled in an online course or a course where portions are taught online, must exhibit conduct that reflects academic discipline and honesty. The student is expected to complete all requirements of the course as stated in the syllabus and online directions. Participation in discussion forums should reflect the same respect and decorum that would be displayed in a classroom setting.

NSNA MEMBERSHIP:

The National Student Nurses’ Association (NSNA) is the pre-professional organization for student nurses. The mission of the organization includes:

· Organize, represent, and mentor students preparing for licensure as registered nurses

· Promote development of the skills that students will need as responsible and accountable members of the nursing profession

· Advocate for high quality health care

Membership provides for many benefits and is seen as a resource to the student in their development as a professional nurse. All students are required to be a member of NSNA. You will need to show proof of NSNA membership at the beginning of your junior (N340) and senior (N440) year.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCES: (i.e.:  settings, hours required, whether precepted or not, etc)

CLINICAL EXPECTATIONS/EVALUATION CRITERIA (as applicable)

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES AND CLINICAL TIME:

Students are encouraged to attend professional activities but only one day of professional activity can be counted toward clinical time. Up to one day of clinical time may be spent attending professional conferences (KNA, KANS, NSNA, SNRS, MNRS, etc.) per semester for students who have not been absent from clinical and who are passing clinical.  The student must provide the clinical instructor with an itinerary of planned activities and written objectives prior to attending the conference.  After approval by the clinical instructor, the student may attend the conference and then write up how objectives were met.  The student may also be required to present information about the professional activity to their clinical group.  The number of hours at the professional conference must equal the number of missed clinical hours.

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES:

SCHOOL OF NURSING’S PHILOSOPHICAL STATEMENT ON GROUP WORK:
Undeniably the product of a cooperative and successful group is often far superior to what any one individual could have done by himself or herself.  One of the goals of working in groups is to prepare you to work in a multicultural, diverse workplace where problem solving, negotiating and respect for the beliefs and opinions of others is necessary for success.  Virtually no job is performed in isolation, therefore we must be competent and skilled at working in groups.  Faculty understand that teamwork or working in groups is not a simple process, but requires training, planning, and experience for it to be effective and satisfying.  As part of the requirement in the undergraduate program, you will be required to work in groups at various times.  There will not be any course that assigns greater than 30% of a grade based on group work.  The University of Louisville School of Nursing’s goal is for you to graduate as capable and competent professionals, skilled in both the art and science of nursing.

FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS:
The following documents are foundational to the BSN program of study:
1.
AACN Essentials of Baccalaureate Education

2.
ANA Standards for Clinical Practice

3.
ANA Code of Ethics

4.
Kentucky Nursing Statute (KRS 314)

These documents are introduced in the first nursing clinical courses and applied throughout the curriculum.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS:

COURSE AND FACULTY EVALUATIONS:

All students will have the opportunity to evaluate the course and faculty.

STUDENT ACCESS TO FACULTY MAILBOXES:  

Students are not allowed to place assignments or any other information directly in the faculty or staff mailboxes.  All documents and/or assignments (late or otherwise) should be placed in the large brown mailbox located just outside the School of Nursing reception area on the 3rd floor of the K-Building.  In the rare case that an assignment will not fit in the brown mailbox, it can be left with the receptionist.  The brown mailbox is emptied two times a day (9:30AM and 3:00PM).

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

CLASS TOPICAL OUTLINE AND OTHER CLASS SPECIFICS:
