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Economies of Writing and the Rhetoric of Knowledge Transfer-ability
Questions regarding “knowledge transfer” are increasingly common within Composition Studies, engaging some of the core issues involved in the study and teaching of writing and in the development of writing ability.  They also get to the heart of fundamental debates about the place, purpose, and use/exchange value of first-year composition (FYC) courses: About whether or not (and what kinds of) knowledge and skills developed in FYC courses are useful to other contexts within and beyond the academy; whether there are generalizable writing skills that traverse contexts or whether writing skills are so situated in material and epistemological contexts that they can only be acquired in those contexts.  In economic terms, the issue of transfer-ability raises questions about the use as well as the exchange value of composition courses, especially FYC.  For instance, do FYC courses have a use value in and of themselves, or are they only valuable in terms of what might be called their exchange value, the extent to which they provide something transferable to other contexts.
This presentation will explore what happens to the ways we value and make a case for writing instruction (its consumption, production, distribution) when we think of writing in terms of transfer-ability.  Given what research on writing transfer teaches us—that transfer of writing skills is a complex cognitive, social, emotioned, and rhetorical phenomenon, one that involves processes that are context variable and meta-cognitive—what does it mean to measure the value of writing instruction (and FYC in particular) in terms of transferability?   Drawing on scholarship on the transfer of writing abilities across contexts, this presentation examines the implications of this research on the ways we define and assess the value of FYC courses.

