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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND    
 
Juris Doctoris       June 1976 

Harvard Law School     Cambridge, MA. 
 

Master of Arts in Theological Studies   Dec. 2009 
 Southern Baptist Theological Seminary                 Louisville, KY 
 
Bachelor of Arts, (Cum Laude,  

Psychology Major, Senior Fellow)   June 1973 
 Dartmouth College                                                   Hanover, NH.     
    
High School Diploma (Salutatorian)    Class of 1969 
 Central High School     Louisville, KY. 
 

     
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
    Vice President for Community Engagement  Aug. 2008 to present  
     University of Louisville                                                     Louisville, KY  
         

 Oversees the Office of Community Engagement which is responsible for the 
facilitation, coordination, assessment, and recognition of community engagement 
of faculty, staff and students. 

 Facilitates the use of university resources to support existing partnerships and 
engage new partners to contribute to the educational, health, social, and economic 
progress of the community, region, and Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 Directs the activities of the Signature Partnership Initiative with West Louisville 
which is a university-wide commitment to work with community partners for the 
purpose of improving the quality of life for community residents. 

 Serves a member of the President’s leadership communications team, Executive 
Cabinet, and the Provost’s Operations Council. 

 
Visiting Faculty      Summers (2009-12) 
Virginia Tech University 
 

 Annual Engagement Academy of University Leaders, Roanoke, VA. 
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    Vice President for External Affairs   July 2003 to Aug. 2008  
     University of Louisville,     Louisville, KY. 
 

 Oversaw the Office of External Affairs which facilitated, coordinated, monitored, 
and assessed university/community partnerships.       

 Served as principal advisor to the President on matters relating to the university 
strategic objectives in the areas of community partnerships and public affairs. 

 Reported directly to the President and served as a member of the President’s 
senior staff, Communications Leadership Team, Executive Cabinet, and 
Operations Council. 

 Represented the President by serving on various external and internal boards, 
commissions and committees. 

 Served as a liaison between the University and external community including 
corporate and donor community, foundations, and public agencies.   

 Developed and directed the UofL Signature Partnership Initiative with West 
Louisville.   

 Served as chair of Oversight Committee for the Management of Institutional 
Financial Interests in Research   
 

 
    Vice President for University Relations  Nov. 1998 to June 2003  

      University of Louisville,     Louisville, KY. 
 

 Served as chief governmental affairs officer for the university overseeing 
local, state and federal governmental relations.  Served as member of 
President’s senior staff, Executive Council and Executive Cabinet. 

 Duties included overseeing major administrative support unit responsible for 
institutional advancement.  Areas of responsibility included 
communications/marketing, public and community relations, crisis 
management, public affairs, media relations and special projects. 

 Oversaw development and implementation of integrated marketing campaign, 
Dare to be Great, providing communication framework for development, 
alumni affairs, student recruitment, government relations, and institutional 
image.  

 Helped to secure over $163 million dollars in state appropriations for 
university capital projects. 

 Coordinated university federal relations program that garnered over $50 
million in direct federal appropriation from FY2000-02.  (Ranked 23rd among 
all colleges and universities in direct federal appropriations in FY 2002) 

 Directly responsible for overseeing $2.5 million dollar annual operating 
budget for unit and supervising 28 full-time and 12 part-time employees. 
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 Created innovative partnerships with corporate, community and statewide 
organizations in areas of public policy research, education, neighborhood 
redevelopment, and public radio. 

 
 

     Assistant to the President for University Relations   Nov. 1985 to Nov. 1998 
     University of Louisville,      Louisville, KY 
 

 Served as chief governmental affairs officer for the university as the liaison to 
local elected officials, members of the Kentucky General Assembly and 
Congressional delegation.  

 Responsible for securing state appropriation for university annual operating 
budget ($175 million) and appropriations for capital and special projects. 

 Represented the university during the special legislative session leading to the 
enactment of the historic Kentucky Higher Education Improvement Act of 1997. 

 Had supervisory responsibility for the Office of News and Public Information, 
University Communications, Visitors Information Centers, Speakers Bureau, 
University Merchandising and Licensing Program, WUOL-FM public radio 
station, major university publications, and the Office of Community Relations.  
 

Adjunct Professor     Fall 1987 
Political Science Department    University of Louisville 
 Taught undergraduate course entitled “Politics and the Black Community”  

 
     Chief of Staff to U.S. Congressman Ron Mazzoli  July 1980 to Oct. 1985 
     United States House of Representatives,   Washington, D.C. 
 

 Served as principal advisor to the Congressman from the Third Congressional 
District of Kentucky on legislative and political issues.  

  Responsibilities included overseeing Washington and Louisville offices and staff, 
supervising legislative and constituent service functions, and serving as chief 
Washington fundraiser for Congressman. 

 Coordinated drafting of civil rights, antitrust, immigration and other legislation in 
conjunction with the Congressman’s work on the House Judiciary Committee, 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and Small Business Committee. 

 
       Private law practice     Jan. 1979 to June 1980. 
       Jones, Rawlings, Keith & Northern    Louisville, KY 

 
 Practice included general civil litigation, real estate, corporate and municipal law, 

personal injury and civil rights litigation. 
 
Adjunct professor     Spring 1980 
School of Business      University of Louisville 
 Taught undergraduate corporate law course 

 



 4

Contributing Legal Columnist    1979-1980 
Louisville Defender      Louisville, KY 
 
 Wrote articles on legal issues for weekly publication 

  
 
     Chief Counsel       March 1977 to Dec. 1978 
     Subcommittee on Judiciary, 
     Committee on the District of Columbia, 
     United States House of Representatives,    Washington, D.C. 
 

 Subcommittee jurisdiction included federal oversight of judicial and legislative 
branches of District of Columbia government.  

  Duties included supervising subcommittee staff, conducting legal research, 
drafting legislation, advising subcommittee members, and preparing official 
hearings of subcommittee.   

 Drafted Congressional recommendations for revision of District of Columbia 
criminal code. 

 
     Private law practice     June 1976 to Feb. 1977 
     Stites, McElwain & Fowler    Louisville, KY. 
 

 Practice included civil litigation, corporate law, banking and securities 
regulations, and insurance litigation.  

 
     Summer Law clerk      1975 
     Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Glovsky & Popeo   Boston, MA. 
 

 Clerkship included conducting legal research, writing legal memoranda and 
assisting in pretrial discovery in major antitrust litigation.  

 
     Legal Research Assistant     Summer 1974.    
     Harvard Law School,     Cambridge, MA. 
  

 Research assistant to Harvard Law Professor Derrick A. Bell, Jr. 
 Conducted legal research and drafted updates for Race, Racism and American 

Law, Supplement 1975; textbook by Derrick A. Bell, Jr., Little, Brown & 
Company; Boston, Massachusetts. 

 
    Student Staff Attorney     Summer 1974 
    Harvard Prison Legal Assistance Project,   Cambridge, MA.  
  

 Case assignments included representing inmates in parole revocation hearings 
before the Massachusetts Parole Board. 
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CURRENT UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES AND COMMITTEES  
 

 University Alumni Council,  (Nov. 2009) 
 Great Places to Work Steering Committee, (2009) 
 Administration, Finance and Outreach Committee for Sustainability, (2008) 
 Co-Chair, Steering Committee on Community Engagement, (2008)  
 University Community Partnership Advisory Board, (2004) 
 Chair, Oversight Committee for the Management of Institutional Financial  

  Interests in Research, (2003) 
 
PAST UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES AND COMMITTEES 
 

 Community and Research Engagement (CARE) Core Executive Team,              
(May 2010-11)   

 Search Committee Executive Vice President for Research, (July 2010) 
 University Awards and Designations Committee, (1986– 2009) 
 Passport Health Plan External Diversity Council, (2007-08) 
 Chair, Search Committee for Director of Purchasing, 2008 
 Strategic Panning Steering Committee, (2007) 
 Human Resources Advisory Committee (2005-2007)  
 Diversity Plan Monitoring Committee, (2004-05) 
 Co-chair, University Metro United Way Campaign, (2003)                    
 Chair, Provost’s Budget Committee on Health Plans and Benefits,  

            (2003) 
 University Partnerships for Urban Development Committee, 1999- 

  (2003) 
 Diversity Plan Development Task Force, (2002 – 2003) 
 Biennial University Legislative Liaisons Committee, (1988 – 2003)   
 Co-chair, Provost’s Task Force on Budget, Strategic Planning        

                      Committee, (2002 – 2003)  
 Doctoral Dissertation Review Committee for Muthusami Kumaran, in  

                     Urban and Public Affairs, dissertation entitled, “The Outcome 
                     Of Affirmative Action in State Government Workforce.” 
          (Dec. 2002)  

 Search Committee for Endowed Chair in Urban Health Policy, (2001- 
  2002)     

 Chair, Search Committee for Vice Provost for Diversity and Equal  
  Opportunity, (2000-2001) 

 Chair, University Fund for the Arts Campaign, (2001) 
 Our Highest Potential Steering Committee, (2000) 
 Commission on Diversity and Racial Equality, (1999-2000) 
 International Service Learning Program in Barbados, West Indies,  

  (Spring 1999) 
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 Chair, Bicentennial Celebration Steering Committee, coordinated university-wide 
celebration and supported successful $350 million dollar bicentennial capital 
campaign. (1994-1998) 

 Board of Directors, University Club, (1989-1993) 
 Chair, University United Way Campaign, (1986)  

 
 
 
CURRENT CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

 Louisville Urban League, Board of Directors, (2011) 
 Volunteers of America of Kentucky, President’s Council (2011) 
 Junior Achievement of Kentuckiana,  Board of Directors, (2010) 
 Executive Committee of the Council on Engagement and Outreach,  

Association of Public and Land-grant Universities, (2010) 
 Goodwill Industries of Kentucky, Inc., Broad of Directors, (2009) 
 Pastor of Christian Education, Greater Salem Baptist Church, (2006) 
 Louisville Chapter of National Association for the Advancement of  

 Colored People, member, (2005) 
 Kentuckiana Metro American Heart Association, (2003)  

         Board chair (2006-2008) 
 Council on Legal Education Opportunities Board of Directors,  

  (1997) 
PAST CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

 Jewish Family & Career Services Advisory Council, (2011-12) 
 The Housing Partnership, Inc., Board of Directors, (2006-11) 
 Volunteers of America of Kentucky, Board of Directors, (2010-11) 
 Louisville Central Community Centers, Inc., Steering Committee for 

  Old Walnut Street Capital Campaign, (2000-10)  
 Kentucky Long Term Policy Research Center Board of Directors, 1997-2010,   

  Board Chair (1999 – 2000)   
 Development Committee, St. John Center For Homeless Men, (2009) 
 Every 1 Reads volunteer, Semple Elementary School, 2005-2009 
 African American Heritage Foundation Board of Directors, 1999-2007,  

  Board Chair (2005-2007) 
 Caritas Health Services Foundation Board of Directors, 2002-2006  
 Dartmouth College Alumni Council, 2001-2005 
 Lac Viet Academy Board of Directors, 2002-2005  
 First Baptist Church of Jeffersontown, member 1986-2005, 

 Sunday school teacher (1998-2005) 
 Public Radio Partnership Board of Directors, 1993-2003, 

   Board Chair (2000 – 2002) 
 Clarksdale Neighborhood Advisory Council, 2003 
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 Greater Louisville, Inc. Business and Economic Legislative Agenda 
  Task Force, 1997-2002  

 The African American Health Initiative, Inc. Board of Directors,  
 2000-2002          

 Kentucky Center for Public Issues Board of Directors, 1990-2002, 
  Board Chair (1998-2000) 

 Fund for the Arts Board of Directors, 2000-2002  
 African American Youth Implementation Project Action Plan  

 Development Advisory Committee, ex-officio member, 2002 
 The Shakertown Roundtable Advisory Board, 1999  
 African American Strategic Planning Group, Chair, 1996-1998 
 Channel 15, Public Television Board of Directors, 1990-1997 
 Metro United Way Board of Directors, 1993-1997 
 Leadership Louisville Foundation Bingham Fellow, 1995-1996 
 Louisville Housing Partnership Board of Directors, 1993-1995  
 Jewish Hospital Board of Trustees, 1987-1990, 1991-1994 
 Louisville Bar Association Board of Directors, 1992-1993 
 Council on Governmental Affairs, National Association of State 

  Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, 1992 
 Kentucky Bar Association Task Force on Lawyer Discipline,  

  1990-1991 
 Leadership Louisville Class of 1990-1991 
 Leadership Louisville Board of Directors, 1987-1990 
 Louisville Central Area Board of Directors, 1987-1990 
 Leadership Kentucky Board of Directors, 1987-1989 
 Blue Cross/Blue Shield Board of Community Advisors,  

  1988-1989 
 Project 21 Board of Directors, 1988-1989 
 Junior Achievement Board of Directors, 1988-1989 
 WLKY-TV Spirit of Louisville Foundation Bell Awards Board  

  of Directors, 1987-1989 
 National Civic League, member 1987-1989 
 Third Century, member 1986-1989 
 Metro United Way Day Care Allocations Committee, 1986-1988 
 Neighborhood Development Corporation Board of Directors,  

  1986-1988 
 Leadership Kentucky Class of 1986 
 Broadway Project Phase III, Developer Selection Committee, 1986 
 PTA President, Bunker Hill Elementary School, Washington D.C.,  

  1983-1985 
 District of Columbia Parent/Student Mock Elections Advisory 

  Committee, 1984 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture Graduate School, Curriculum  

  Advisory Committee, 1984-1985 
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 Congressional Administrative Assistants Association, 1983-1985 
 Second New St. Paul Baptist Church, Washington, D.C., member 

  1984-1985 
 Louisville Economic Development Association, Vice President,  

  1979-1980 
 Louisville Area Chapter American Red Cross Wheels Program,  

  Chairperson, 1980 
 Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Kentuckiana, 1979-1980 
 Kentucky Minority Business Association, Legal Counsel, 1979-1980 

 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS   
 

 Kentucky Bar Association, Admitted Oct. 1976 
 District of Columbia Bar Association, Admitted May 1984 
 KY. Chapter of National Bar Association, Secretary/ 

  Treasurer, 1977 
 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
INSTITUTIONAL 
 

 UofL ranked 12th among nation’s best colleges and universities by the Coalition                                   
of Urban and Metropolitan Universities (CUMU) for its community 
engagement work and partnerships.  UofL Named One of America’s Top 
“Best Neighbors”.  Oct. 2009  

 UofL received Grand Award for public affairs program from Kentucky  
  Council For Advancement and Support of Education (CASE  

 Kentucky) for “Building Legislative Support for Bucks for  
  Brains” Program, Dec. 2003  

 UofL received Landmarks of Excellence award from the Louisville Public  
Relations Society of America and International Association of Business 
Communicators for overall communications program in public affairs, 
Oct. 2003 

PERSONAL 
 

 Ordained Minister, Greater Salem Baptist Church, Louisville, KY, March 2009 
 First African American appointed Vice President at the  

  University of Louisville, 1998 
 Adult Black Achiever, Chestnut Street YMCA, 1997 
 Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) 

  Silver Medal Award for Overall Institutional Relations 
  Program, 1995 

 Outstanding Performance Award for University Administration,  
  University of Louisville, 1990 
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 Community Service Award, University of Louisville, 1991 
 Recognized by Louisville Magazine in 1989 issue of “People to  

  Watch” 
 University of Louisville Chapter of Golden Key National Honor  

  Society, Honorary member 1989 
 
 
 
 
Last updated 4/16/12 


