Russell ¢

appears

miracle’
to be

mostly ballyhoo

Rcsults claimed
for neighborhood

don’t match facts

By NINA WALFOORT
Staff Writer

Federal Housing Secretary Henry
Cisneros has spoken in
terms about Louisville’s
program, and President Clinton
. mentioned it a speech to the

Mayors.
federal

U.S. Conference
A recent

T

examination of HANDS — an
* acronym for Housing and Neighbor-
hood Strategies —
-shows that it has fallen short of its
_ original goals, misrepresented its
achievements and failed to keep an
accurate account of its activities.
Funded by a $1.5 million grant
from the U.S. Department of Educa-
“tion that had to be matched by more
than $500,000 in local contributions,
HANDS set ambitious
HANDS' director is John Gilder-
. bloom, a lanky, 41-year-old Califor-
nian with a 60-page resume who
has been an associate ‘professor of
economics and urban policy at the
University of Louisville since 1988.
He wrote the request for the grant
and now makes $58,400 a year to

direct the
The said HANDS
famili

under

See AGENCY
Page 15, col. 3, this section



srmmoevmevmew STAFF CHART BY STEVE DURBIN
Jolmeadorbloom director of Housing and Neighborhood
qulm said a lot of the criticism of
HANDS has been “sour grapes and jealousy.” He
‘mmmmﬂuwmmm




Agency’s claims
exceed reality

Continued from Page One
m appear to be thriving.
offers self-esteem training

for children, leadership training and
home-ownership counseling. It has
helped a non-profit community
group build homes. -

But Gilderbloom’s assessment of
HANDS' achievements was inflated,
and in some cases, inaccurate.

For example, he said in an mter-

ceeded in housmg 150 le w:th
_ the conversion of La Salle into.con-
dominiums.

But Kathi Whalen, program direc-
tor for Louisville Housing Services
Corp., said HANDS had nothing to
do with the conversion of La Salle.
“The HANDS grant didn't accom-
_plish that,” she said. Whalen's non-
profit agency markets the condo-
miniums -and pnmdes financing
and counseli

Also, a nted chm showing
HANDS' accomplishments . (which
Gilderbloom provided. to The Couri-
er-Journal last month) said seven
ﬁple completed literacy training

when in fact literacy train-
not begun.

HANDS chart also overstated
thenumberofpeoplewhohadcom-
pleted job training.

Last Tuesday, after a er
questioned the figures, Gilderbloom
provided corrected numbers. He
said a funding sent to the
U.S. Department of Education last
month had also been corrected. But
the newspaper found that even the
mnsed proposal contams inaccura-

lt reports, for instance, that a for-

pmﬁtgrouphaugreedtobund 100
homes in the Russell neighborhood;
the actual number is 20.

"And it claims crime in one part of
Russell declined by 50 percent since
HANDS ‘but the source of
the statistic — a Courier-Journal ar-
ticle — attributed the drop in crime
to a security force that was hired in
Vilage West — independent of
HANDS

Gndeibloomsmumnisumly
to promote a positive

of Russetl And he sid a lot of the
crmamu“sour;mpesand;ulou-

sy

rmposal also scales

back some of HANDS' goals.. Gil-

derbloom. acknowledged that
education and

HANDS’ ¢
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_ African-American
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“A major tw&year rehabumauon pro,ect exceedn
has transformed Russell’s outdated, 55-year-old La
into new condominiums.” — Under
. he Russell miracle,” from a book compiled by - ¢

the American Institute of Architects. Russell section attributed to

: REALITY: Louisville Housing Services program
. Kathi Whalen said HANDS had no role in the construction

| .. contends that inaccuracies occurred in editing.)

. “Fannie Mae has promnsed to prowde several million
. dollars in loans for banks to provide in the Russell
neighborhood. in HANDS program in Year 2"
- submitted to U. S. Department of Education.
REALITY: HANDS has not applied for Fannie Mae funds. *
decision uniess we have somethingto
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"HANDS has received national reoog'\mon asamodelfor ©

featured as an ‘innovative modefl’ in the Harvard Journal of
Public Policy.” — HANDS' third-year grant

REALITY: The article cited was written by Gilderbloom.
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efforts have fallen short of expecta-
tions.

Plans to model a project after the
National Center for Family Literacy
were dropped because it was “too
expensive and we were unable to
recruit the number of people,” Gil-
derbloom said. Instead, HANDS is
now working with Jefferson County
schools to start a more modest liter-
acy program this summer.

The case-management compo-
nent — which some say is the meat
of HANDS' operation — also failed
to fulfill the promise of the original
grant. Nursing and education stu-
dents do not work with the social-
work students who provide referrals
for needy residents,

Helen Deines, a social-work pro-
fessor at Spalding University, pulled
her students out of HANDS' case-
management program and quit the
HANDS oversight committee last
year. “It was an issue of supervision
and who was insuring accountabil-

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE DURBIN

ity,” she said.

And a job-training program in
computer skills was scrap be-
cause, Gilderbloom said, it failed to
attract enough people.
HANDS decided to refer people to
existing training programs.

But the Rev. Lawrence White,
pastor of Hughlett Temple African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.
said he has been “highly upset” in
his dealings with HANDS, especial-
ly its job-training referrals. He said,
for instance, that church members
he has referred 10 HANDS were
sent to a training program that re-
quired them to have cars.

HANDS has not “allowed the
people who are the most disadvan-
taged the opportunity to flow into
the program.” White said.

Several people said HANDS has
not gotten good response to its pro-
grams because it has not aggres-
sively promoted itself in Russell.

The Rev. E. Alexander Campbell,

Instead. -



* who runs the Plymouth Community
Center in the heart of Russell and
provides services and food to people
there, said he could refer clients to
HANDS but he's never been ap-
proached about what HANDS offers
or where to send people.

He said HANDS' impact in Rus-
sell has been minimal so far. “There
was great anticipation and excite-
ment at the beginning, and sudden-
ly it's come to a halt,” he said.

Many people defend HANDS,
even if it is off to a slow start. They
say it is Gilderbloom's promotional
talent and energy that have brought

—new money and partners — particu-
" Tarly the University of Louisville =
to an area of severe need.

“Dr. John Gilderbloom deserves a
lot of credit for bringing the Univer-
sity of Louisville out into the neigh-
borhood,” said Sam Watkins, exec-
utive director of the Louisville Cen-
tral Community Center. “This is a
milestone.” = :

At least two institutions that sup-
plied money for HANDS' first year,
the Kentucky Housing .Corp. and
National City Bank, said they are
satisfied with HANDS and are con-
sidering giving more money. ““They
bring together groups and coordi-
nate the efforts,” said Terri Wilson,
g:lkmunications manager for the

And Daniel Hall, assistant to
U of L President Donald Swain, said
the university recognized that
HANDS® goals might need to be re-
vised during the first year.

Hall said that Gilderbloom may at -
times be “overzealous” in promot-
ing HANDS, but Hall thinks the
program is “contributing positively
to what's happening” in Russell.

Gilderbloom, too, said he is confi-
dent HANDS will be successful.

He noted that to address the job-
training weakness, a full-time ad-
ministrator was hired last winter
and a new job-training program is -
being developed. And HANDS is
planning to hire a full-time social
worker this summer to supervise
case management.

Whalen, of Louisville Housing
Services, thinks HANDS -has the po-
tential to change the neighborhood,
but so far “it's just barely scratched
the surface.”

She said HANDS should put more
of its energy into the “'nitty-gritty is-
sues” — insuring that its projects
work and that expectations are met.
“Publicity will not cure Russell. It
needs real services, real neighbor-
hood involvement.”
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