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Research Activities:

Dr. Dennis L. Molfese is an internationally recognized expert on the use
of brain electrical recording techniques to study the emerging relationship
between brain development and cognitive processes. He has six active
NIH, NASA and DOE research grants that fund research into the early
identification and treatment of babies and young children at risk for
developing reading and math disabilities, the precursors of dyslexia with
Dr. Victoria Molfese at the University of Louisville, the long-term impact
of prenatal exposure to cocaine on child cognitive development with Dr.
Linda Mayes at the Yale University Child Study Center, an investigation
into the brain correlates of successful language interventions with
children who have selective language impairments with Dr. Paul Yoder of
the Kennedy Center at Vanderbilt University, and a study of the impact
of mild sleep reductions on children’s neural processing with Dr. David
Gozal in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Louisville.
NASA funds his research into changes in brain processing that occur
during extended space travel.

Dr. Molfese received his Ph.D. in Psychology from the Pennsylvania State
University in 1972. He is currently a Distinguished University Scholar

and Professor in the Birth Defects Center at the University of Louisville.
Dr. Molfese served as a member and Chair of numerous of NIH grant
review panels on Learning Disabilities. He is co-director of one of 15
national laboratories that make up the
National Institutes of Health Reading
and Learning Disabilities Research
Network. He is a Fellow of the
American Psychological Association
and the American Psychological
Society and serves as Editor-in-

Chief for the scientific journal,
Developmental Neuropsychology.

He was recently recognized as
“Psychologist of the Year” (2007) by
the Kentucky Psychological Association. In addition to his collaborations
and consultations with a number of laboratories in the USA, Finland, and
The Netherlands, Dr. Molfese also serves as a consultant on infant and
child development issues to the country of Belize, C.A.

Grants Funded:

Role: Principal Investigator

Title: Impact of Sleep, Microgravity and
Stress on Cognition & the Brain
Funding Agency: NASA

Direct Costs Funded: $1,839,383



Role: Principal Investigator

Title: Space Flight and Exploration: The impact on perception,
cognition, sleep, and brain physiology

Funding Agency: NASA

Direct Costs Funded: $1,984,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Title: Sleep and Psychophysiological Function in Children
Funding Agency: NIH: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
Direct Costs Funded: $1,837,500

Role: Co-Investigator

Title: ERP and Behavioral predictors of language intervention
Funding Agency: NIDCD

Direct Costs Funded: $2,340,268

Role: Co-Investigator

Title: Scaling Up the Implementation of a Pre-Kindergarten
Mathematics Curriculum in Public Preshool Programs
Funding Agency: U.S. Department of Education

Direct Costs Funded: $2,000,000

Role: Principal Investigator

Title: Neonatal Dyslexia Screening Device for Clinical Use
Funding Agency: NICHD

Direct Costs Funded: $126,000

Role: Co-Investigator

Title: Cocaine-Exposed Children & ERP Studies of Neurocognition
Funding Agency: NIH/NIDA

Direct Costs Funded: $1,850,000

Role: Co-Investigator

Title: Scaling Up the Implementation of a Pre-Kindergarten
Mathematics Curriculum in Public Preschool Programs
Funding Agency: U.S. Department of Education

Direct Costs Funded: $2,000,000
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