Budget Justification Example

SALARIES

Salary is requested for Dr. Who (PI) in the amount of $57,240 total for years 1-5. This amount corresponds to a 45% summer effort (1.35 calendar months).  The institutional base salary of the PI at the start of this project is anticipated to be $71,884, with a 3% cost of living increase budgeted per year.  The PI will perform these specific, grant-related activities.  Also, here is a description of the general nature and duration of Dr. Who’s involvement for each of the five grant years.
Stipend for one Ph.D. graduate research assistant is requested at $22,000 per year for years 1-5.  The GRA will perform these specific, grant-related activities, possibly related to these Specific Aims listed in the proposal.  Also, here is a description of the general nature and duration of the GRA’s involvement for each of the grant years.
FRINGE

Fringe Benefits are requested for Dr. Who (PI) and are calculated using an estimated fringe rate of 28.5% of salary for a total of $16,314 for years 1-5.  Fringe benefits for the GRA include the cost of insurance only, budgeted at $2208 for year 1.  Years 2-5 include an estimated 5% annual increase in the cost of insurance, for a total of $12,200 for years 1-5.
EQUIPMENT

Permanent equipment includes the cost ($1,000,000) of purchasing an Orbital Mind Control “laser” (OMCL) and the cost ($10,200) of major components required to construct a combined atomic force time accelerometer (CAFTA).  The OMCL system will be purchased in the first year and used to accomplish Specific Aims 1 and 2, while the CAFTA will be purchased in year 2 to accomplish all subsequent aims for years 2-5.
SUBAWARDS

Professor X and his group from the Xavier Institute for Higher Learning will be working as a subcontractor on this project.  A letter of commitment from Professor X and his institution is attached.  Their budget amounts to $75,000 per year for each year of this research effort and is distributed as follows: (1) $22,000 per year for a graduate student stipend, (2) $7,000 per year for travel and meeting expenses, including funds ($3,000) to support one trip for Professor X and his student to attend a conference per year (the conferences will be selected in Europe so that either Professor X or the student can represent the research efforts of this group outside the US).  Additionally, some of the funds will be used ($4,000) for Professor X and his graduate student to visit the group of Dr. Who at Some Commonwealth University and Dr. Doe at U of Something once a year during the project. The graduate student will stay for a period of one month per year to be trained on the use of the Orbital Mind Control “Laser” described as Task E1 in this proposal. This will give that student a great opportunity to become familiar with the research environment in the US and will also give him a much better chance to secure a post-doc position in the US upon graduation.

Materials and Supplies
Reagents and cell culture supplies are required to conduct the experiments proposed. Costs are estimated based on previous experiences with similar research projects:

Item 
Year 1 
Year 2 
Year 3

Cell Culture 
$20,000 
$15,000 
$20,000

Western blot 
$10,000 
$9,500 
$10,000

Other assays 
$2,000 
$5,000 
$10,000

Other supplies 
$3,569 
$6,835 
$9,530

Microarray costs 
$16,000 
$20,000 
$0

Bioinformatics 
$4,000 
$4,000 
$0

Proteomics costs 
$15,000 
$0 
$0

Total 
$57,069 
$60,335 
$49,530

Cell culture: Includes media, serum, other additives, linoleic acid and vehicle, transfection reagents, pharmacologic agents, siRNAs, and consumables such as sterile pipets, flasks, and culture dishes.

Western blot: Includes cell lysis reagents, protease inhibitors, phosphatase inhibitors, immunoprecipitation regents, gels, buffers, membranes, primary and secondary antibodies, and film.

Other assays: Includes MTS assay kits, reagents for clonigenic assays, histological supplies and stains, RNA isolation reagents, cDNA synthesis reagents, and real-time PCR reagents. 

Microarray costs: Includes Agilent quality control analysis, labeling, hybridization, scanning, and image analysis of 60 Affymetrix arrays.

Bioinformatics: Includes statistical analyses of microarray data, including data normalization, identification of differentially expressed genes, clustering, and assistance with bioinformatics portion of manuscript preparation.

Proteomics costs: Includes 2-D gel separation of 36 samples, silver staining, image analysis of gels, isolation and preparation of proteins from gel and LC-MS/MS protein ID of 20 proteins.

Computers:  Justification must be included to explain the need for new computers for this project. The computers must be exclusively allocated to the specific grant award and not available for use in any other work. 

CONSULTANTS

National assessment expert Colonel Nicholas Joseph Fury will be utilized to provide external guidance. Travel funds are included in this estimate at $2,000 per year.

TRAVEL

Total funds requested for domestic travel are $23,000 for years 1-5.  Domestic travel is for the co-PIs to present their work at one professional meeting each year (e.g. ACBE, MKS, AChSi or North American Something Society meeting) and interact with professional colleagues in heterogeneous characterization and microstructural analytics ($2,000/meeting).  Funds are also requested for the graduate students to present the research results at one domestic technical meeting ($1,500/meeting per student) in year 3.  Funds are further requested for international travel for the co-PIs to present their work at the 13th International Congress on Justice ($3,000, 7/20XX, Paris, France) and 5th World Congress on Heroic Actions ($3,000, 9/20XX, Sapporo, Japan).

TUITION

Student tuition is requested for one non-resident PhD student that is not in doctoral candidacy.  This is estimated in the budget at $29,928 for year 1, with a 5% estimated increase for each subsequent year.
INDIRECT COSTS

Indirect costs are based on the most recently approved DHHS Agreement with the University of Louisville dated [insert date of current rate agreement].  
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