UNIVERSITY OF

LOUISVILLE.

December 20, 2016

Dear President Pinto and Provost Billingsley:

We as directors of two campus institutes explicitly dedicated to social justice recently initiated a
faculty and staff support statement regarding the Black Lives Matter movement, to which about
171 university employees signed on. The statement and those signatures are attached.

As a university with a metropolitan mission to serve the greater Louisville community, home to
the largest concentration of African Americans in the state, the University of Louisville--we
believe--bears great responsibility to make our campus and our wider community as safe and as
free of threat as possible to our students, staff, and faculty of color, who are and have throughout
U.S. history been subject to disproportionate levels of violence at the hands of those authorized
to protect them. The Kent School banner supporting the Black Lives Matter movement acts as a
beacon of hope and safety to students, faculty, and staff of color, and we encourage you to
support this action from our Social Work faculty, staff, and students. We hope you will continue
to take positive steps in this regard.

Sincerely,
/‘\
(el ity
Cate Fosl Enid Trucios-Haynes
Director, Interim Director,
Anne Braden Institute for Social Justice Research Muhammad Ali Institute for Peace and
Professor, Women’s and Gender Studies Justice

Professor of Law
Co-Director, Human Rights Advocacy
Program



UNIVERSITY OF

LOUISVILLE.

December 20, 2016

We as members of the UofL community support the Black Lives Matter movement and
principles, and we endorse the Kent School of Social Work’s powerful position statement about
the role of educators.

Kent School of Social Work Position Statement on Black Lives Matter, Recent Police
Shootings and Violence

Social work is a profession committed to promoting social justice and social change in pursuit of
enhanced well-being for all members of society. Everyone deserves the opportunity to pursue
their potential free from the threat of violence. The Kent School of Social Work must take a
stand regarding the abhorrent violence erupting across our country. We cannot ignore the deaths
of unarmed African American men across the country, parishioners attending bible study in
Charleston, members of the LGBTQ community in Orlando, and police officers in Dallas and
Baton Rouge. As a society we must stand together to stop incidents fueled by racial hatred and
oppression. Americans are better than this.

Yes, Black Lives Matter. This doesn’t mean that other lives do not matter. It means we must
address the reality that we have a tremendously disturbing trend in the deaths of people of color
that must be stopped. It doesn’t help to deny that oppression is real in this country and imply that
by suggesting it has played a role in Ferguson, Philadelphia, Charleston, Orlando, Baton Rouge,
St. Paul and Dallas is fanning the fires of racism. It isn’t enough to denounce these events,
although we do. We must take proactive steps to stop racial profiling and the shooting of
unarmed black men by a subset of our nation’s law enforcement officers. Research has shown
that the probability of black, unarmed Americans being shot by police is up to 3.49 times higher
than that of unarmed white Americans (Ross, 2015 [1]; Nix, et al, 2016), while Blacks and
Latinos are more than fifty percent more likely to experience some form of force in interaction
with police (Fryer, 2016).

Americans appreciate the thousands of brave law enforcement officers doing their best to
promote public safety. By acknowledging there is a problem with some does not denigrate the
integrity of many. Civil discourse does not promote violence against law enforcement officers.
Fatal shootings of law enforcement officers increased this year with the officers killed in Dallas
and Baton Rouge, but the data also show a longer-term trend of declining percentages of officers
killed.

We cannot allow our response to be more violence or finger pointing. As former President
George W. Bush said at the funeral for Dallas police officers, “Too often, we judge other groups
by their worst examples, while judging ourselves by our best intentions...To renew our unity, we
only have to remember our values...At our best we practice empathy. This is the bridge across



our nation’s biggest divisions.” The first step toward unity starts here at the Kent School.
President Obama said, “I see what’s possible when we recognize that we are one American
family, all deserving of equal treatment. All deserving equal respect.” The Kent School will
facilitate the dialogue necessary to process these issues, heal the wounds we all experience
through exposure to this violence, and begin to establish the common ground and a return to the
higher purpose we are capable of at this university and in America.

We must also pursue social change to address what underlies oppression-driven violence.
President Obama reminds us: “As a society, we choose to under-invest in decent schools. We
allow poverty to fester so that entire neighborhoods offer no prospect for gainful employment.
We refuse to fund drug treatment and mental health programs. We flood communities with so
many guns that it is easier for a teenager to buy a Glock than get his hands on a computer or even
a book... And if we cannot even talk about these things... with those who look different than us
or bring a different perspective, then we will never break this dangerous cycle... Can we see in
each other a common humanity and a shared dignity, and recognize how our different
experiences have shaped us?” The Kent School of Social Work will work to promote empathy,
compassionate, and respectful engagement in our community to address these issues that threaten
the very ideals upon which our society was built. We call upon our colleagues and students
elsewhere at the University to stand and join with us.

The Kent School will also be launching a social media campaign to offer suggestions for how
our colleagues and friends can show solidarity. We understand that it is sometimes difficult to
know where to start when faced with a social justice issue of this magnitude, so we hope that by
providing some ideas on how to get involved, we can make it easier for all of us to come together
to take a stand against this violence that is plaguing our country. Beginning today, visit us at
www. facebook.com/KentSchool OfSocial Work, www. twitter.com/KentSSW, and
www.instagram.com/kent_school to learn more.

[1] References available on request.

http://louisville.edu/kent/news/kent-school-of-social-work-position-statement-on-black-lives-
matter-recent-police-shootings-and-violence

University of Louisville faculty and staff signatures of support:

A

Jamie R. Abrams

Katie Gardner Adamchik, Director of Exploratory Programs
Tomarra Adams, Ph.D., LCSW

Suraj M. Alexander

Nida M. Ali

Georgia Anderson, MSW, LISW-S



Kirsten A.S. Armstrong
Mark Austin

B

Antonio Badia, Associate Professor

Anita P. Barbee, MSSW, Ph.D.

Brittany Barnes, DA Student Involvement/Graduate in CSP Program
Jennifer Bay-Williams, Professor & Department Chair

Jamie Beard

Melissa Benningfield, Academic Counselor, Sr.

Emily Blair

Mary A. Boyd

Amy Brooks, Program Asst. Sr.

David N. Brown, Professor of Physics

Kristen Brown

Sherri Brown, Ph.D.

TiQi Brown

Kyle Brothers, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

Luke Buckman

Brian Buford, Assistant Provost for Diversity and LGBT Center Executive Director
Nefertiti Burton

Michelle L. Bush

W. Carson Byrd, Department of Pan-African Studies

C

Jenn Calvano, Ph.D, Assistant Professor
Scott Campbell

Teresa Cantrell, Senior Lecturer

Cathy J. Carter, CIP

Kelly Carty

Gwendline Chenault

John Chenault, Associate Professor
MaryPat Chiavaroli

Quinn T. Chipley, M.A., M.D., Ph.D.

James S. Chisholm, Ph.D.

Paul R. Clark, PhD, RN, MA

Dr. Dewey M. Clayton, Professor, Political Science
Amy Clukey, Assistant Professor of English
Crystal Collins-Camargo, MSW Ph.D.
Ryan Combs, Ph.D.

William Barrett Corley



John-Robert Curtin, Ph.D.
Pam Nessle Curtis

D

Carrie Daniels

Patrick Danner

Andrea J. Davis

Brian J. Davis

Ashley DelJarnette, RN

Erika R. DeSha, MSSW

A. Danielle Dolan, Assistant Dean of Advising
Corey Dutton

E

Debra Evans, Tech. Consultant IV
Sally M. Evans, Director of the PEACC Center

F

Shannon Fitzgerald, Coordinator for Quality Assurance

Mikal Forbush

Amanda Stanley Forsting, MSSW

Michele Foster

Andy Frey, Professor

Shannon Frey, MSW

Cate Fosl, Faculty-Director, A&S Anne Braden Institute for Social Justice Research

G

Katy Garrison

Rhonda Gilliland

Tasha Golden

Seana Golder, Professor Kent School of Social Work
Dionne Griffiths, M.A.

Lisa Gunterman

H



Jessica K. Hardy, Assistant Professor

Lesley Harris, Assistant Professor

Joy L. Hart

Megan Hartline, Doctoral Fellow in English
Prof. Robin R. Harris

Lora D. Haynes, Ph.D., Associate Professor
Vicki Hines-Martin, Ph.D. RN FAAN, Professor
Lauren C. Heberle

Billie Holmes

J. Chandler Hora, Institutional Research Analyst

I

Lateefah Id-Deen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mathematics Education

Ibrahim Imam

Monique Ingram, M.P.H., Director, Office of Public Health Practice & Community Outreach
School of Public Health and Information Sciences

J

Trinidad Jackson

Diana S. Jester, MSSW

Brandon Joseph

Dr. Angelique Johnson

A. Thomas Johnson

Barbara Jones

V. Faye Jones, MD, PhD, MAPH, Assistant Vice President for Health Affairs/Diversity
Initiatives, Professor of Pediatrics

K

Jamila Kareem

Katrina Kaufman, Med, CHES

Zack Kennedy

Diane E Keeney, Communications Assistant

Lara Kelland, Assistant Professor of US and Public History
Alicia Kelso

Kelly L. Kinahan, PhD, AICP

Tracy K’Meyer

Ashanka Kumari, Doctoral Fellow & Graduate Instructor



L

Tara Lawson

Linda A. Leake, M. Ed., Instructional Technology Consultant Sr., Delphi Center for Teaching
and Learning

Dr. Melinda A. Leonard, Associate Professor

Khotso Libe

Ashley Ludewig, Assistant Director of the BizComm Writing Lab

Keith Lyle

M

Dom McShan

Sheron Mark, Ph.D.

Monika Marks, Contract Billing Coordinator
Lisa Markowitz

Goldburn P. Maynard, Jr.

Manuel Medina, Professor

Suzanne Meeks, Ph.D.

Christy Metzger, Program Director

Larry Michalczyk, MSSW

Mike R. Miller CEHD/KATC

Shawnise M. Miller

Justin Mog, Ph. D., Assistant to the Provost for Sustainability Initiatives
Jon Aaron Moody

Makayla C. Moore

Julle Ann Morgan-Siebe, MSW, LCSW, LAC

N

Sonya Neal, Administrative Associate, VPUA-Development

Jessica Newton, Academic Counselor - Arts & Sciences

Karen S. Newton, MPH, RD, Director, Health Promotion & Education
Lisa H. Nicholson, Professor of Law

Emily J. Noonan

Sarah C. Nunez, MPA, Assistant Director Hispanic and Latino Initiatives
Eric J. Nunn



O

Laurie O’Hare, MA

Alex O’Keefe

Andrea Olinger

Ranen Omer-Sherman, The JHFE Endowed Chair in Judaic Studies
David S. Owen, Chair, Department of Philosophy

Jaclyn Osman

Dr. Mikkaka Overstreet

P

George Pantalos

Maryse Parrish, Administrative Associate
Kris Paul, RN, MSN, APRN

Robert C. Pennington Ph.D.

Nancy Nyquist Potter, Professor

Cedric Merlin Powell, Professor of Law
Katie Price

R

Josie Raymond

Andrea Reed, Senior Lecturer

Tony Robinson

Dr. Regina Roebuck, Classical and Modern Languages
Linda A. Rogers

Jessy Rosenberg, Academic Counselor

Tamara Russell, Program Coordinator

S

Chris Scheidler

Terrance M. Scott, Ph.D.

Dr. Janna Segal, Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts
Jamie Shepherd, M.S. Ed.

Ryan Simpson

Siobhan E. Smith, Associate Professor

Nicole Spayd

Stacie Steinbock

M. Yvette Stith

Mechelle Stoner, RN, Clinical Trials Unit



Dr. Kaila Adia Story, Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies and Pan-African
Studies and the Audre Lorde Endowed Chair in Race, Gender, Class and Sexuality Studies
Christopher Stuck

T

Laura Tetreault, Instructor, Department of English
Nancy M. Theriot, Professor/Chairperson

Shelley Thomas

Angela Thompson, PhD, PE

Enid Trucios-Haynes

\"

Russell Vandenbroucke

W

Lisa C. Wagner

Kandi L. Walker, Ph.D.

Monica L. Wendel, Dr. P.H., M.A.

Terri D. Whitehouse

Kathryn F. Whitmore

Betsy Cabell Wiley, Program Director Senior - Brandeis School of Law
Errol Wint

Z

Gary Zornes



