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Your support is critical to our success. Gifts to the Department of Political Science help us continue our exceptional research and will support the development of outstanding graduates and professionals.


Give Now







        
            
            
            
        
                        
                            
                                
           POLS Student and Alumni Success Stories
        
                            

                            
                                The CARDS EXCEL program encourages students to develop skills and career-readiness competencies through participation in engaged learning experiences. Political Science minor Kaylee Vitato is featured in this video.

POLS major, Hunter Graham, helped launch the website airjusticelou.org, a website aimed at tackling environmental health disparities

POLS students, Noah Young & Liam Gallagher, worked with Rep. William Lawrence to file HB 136, a bill that would cap and freeze college tuition rates at Kentucky’s taxpayer-funded, public four-year colleges

Hailey Mattingly, POLS graduate student, is featured in the Graduate School's April Student Spotlight

                            

                        

                    


                        
                            
                                
           Political Science In The News
        
                            

                            
                                Laura Moyer's latest publication "Who Shapes the Law?" was covered in an article in Law360 and APSA Public Scholarship Program. (2023)

God at the Polls the Impact of Religion on U.S. Elections, Washington Post political analysts E.J. Dionne Jr. and Perry Bacon Jr. join Prof. David Buckley to discuss these topics. Nov. 1, 4PM Shumaker Bldg. RM 139. Click here to learn more.

Research by Prof. David Buckley and Prof. Adam Enders was cited in a recent New York Times op-ed by Thomas Edsell.

Prof. Dewey Clayton was interviewed by WHAS on what Donald Trump's indictment will mean for two KY governor candidates who have close ties with the former president

                            

                        

                    


                        
                            
                                
           Recent Faculty Publications
        
                            

                            
                                Charles Ziegler, professor of political science has just been published: Russia in the Pacific: The Quest for Great Power Status (Oxford University Press, Jan. 2024) approaches the puzzle of why Russia, with much of its huge territory straddling Asia, has not had more success in establishing a position as a great power in the Asia Pacific.

Dewey M. Clayton, professor of political science, Department of Political Science, recently published an opinion piece in the Louisville Courier-Journal about how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed democracy was not a state, but an act and that we must all do our part.

Adam Enders & Judd Thornton "Race, Belief System Complexity, and Partisan-Ideological Sorting" Politics, Groups, and Identities (2023)

Adam Enders, et al "On Modeling the Correlates of Conspiracy Thinking" Scientific Reports (2023)
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	Why Major in Political Science
	Undergraduate Degree Options
	Graduate Degree Options
	Career Outlook
	Student Resources and Calendars




Political Science is a dynamic department at UofL with 400+ majors and 20 full-time faculty. Our students have won more national awards (including Fulbright and Truman) than any other department in the University. Our faculty have received dozens of teaching and research awards from U of L and professional associations. The recently-revamped POLS curriculum gives all majors internship opportunities so you can build your resume while earning your degree. Our majors go on to have successful careers in local, state, and national government, international affairs, nongovernmental organizations, political advocacy, business, academia, and the media. 



Apply to be a POLS major today!




The B.A. in Political Science prepares students for a wide range of careers in the public, private, and non-profit sectors. The major incorporates the all five traditional fields in Political Science with more class choices than any other track. 

The B.A. with a concentration in Applied Politics prepares students for hands-on careers in public service, campaigns, and government relations. Students learn about political institutions, political behavior, and political identities. Along the way, students get the tools to put that knowledge to work in internships and other applied settings. 

The B.A. with a concentration in Global Politics and International Affairs prepares students for careers with an international component, whether in the public, private, or non-profit sectors. Students can explore interests in foreign policy, international law, security, and particular regions of the world, among other topics. 

The B.S. with a concentration in Law and Public Policy prepares students for a wide range of careers in public policy, politics, law, public service, as well as the private sector. Students take classes that emphasize topics in law, jurisprudence, and public policy. 

 If you are pursuing another major, but still have an interest in political science, we offer a political science minor that gives you an opportunity to experience key subfields of the discipline. 




Learn more about our undergraduate degree options




The MA program in Political Science is an in-person program that prepares students for careers in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors, as well as for pursuing careers in academia. 

Masters - Students take courses covering the range of subfields in political science, including American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Public Policy. They also learn to conduct political science research and take electives tailored to their interests. 

Accelerated Masters - The accelerated BA/MA program allows students to get a head start on the MA degree while completing their BA or BS in Political Science. Political science majors with 60-80 credit hours who are accepted to the program can double-count up to 12 credits hours for both their undergraduate and graduate degree. This option allows students to finish the MA degree in two or three semesters after finishing their BA/BS in Political Science. 

Joint JD/MA degree program - Students in the JD/MA program must complete 81 hours in the JD curriculum at the Louis D. Brandeis School of Law (instead of the normal 90 hours) and either 21 hours in the MA curriculum (instead of the normal 30 hours) for the Thesis Option or 27 hours in the MA curriculum (instead of the normal 36 hours) for the Non-thesis Option. 



Learn more about our graduate degree options




A degree in political science provides strong preparation for a wide range of careers. Our UofL graduates go on to challenging jobs in government, campaigns, the nonprofit sector, law, public policy, academics, and business, both in the U.S. and abroad. The first stop for students who want to explore their career options with a bachelor's degree in political science is the Career Development Center. The UofL Career Development Center supports students from their freshman year to their senior year and beyond with career assessments, advising, job and internship postings, resume and interview help, special events and more. 

 Unemployment rates of 25- to 29-year-old bachelor’s degree holders, by selected fields of study: 2017 
 • Average for all fields of study: 3.1% 
 • Average for Political Science and Government study: 2.7% 
The salary for POLS BA/BS degree holders is also about the same as the median salary overall.

Check out the study here!



Other resources:
U.S. News & World Report's "Best Jobs Overview"

https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/political-scientist




Bureau of Labor Statistics Date on Political Science Jobs

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/mobile/political-scientists.htm




American Political Science Association Career Information and Advice

https://www.apsanet.org/CAREERS/An-Ideal-Liberal-Arts-Major




Academic Calendar

https://louisville.edu/calendars/academic/undergrad-grad




Schedule of Classes

https://htmlaccess.louisville.edu/classSchedule/setupSearchClassSchedule.cfm




Internships

http://louisville.edu/politicalscience/internships




Career Development Center

https://louisville.edu/career












        
    


        
            

Political Science

Ford Hall Rm. 205

University of Louisville

Louisville, Kentucky 40292





Office Hours

MON-THU:
8:30AM - 5:00PM

FRI: 8:30 AM - 4:30PM

 




Phone

TEL (502) 852-6831

 




Email

polisci@louisville.edu




Social Media


X


Facebook




Instagram
Linkedln
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